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North Platte Fire Department fire-
fighters stepped their way up 110 
stories simulating what fellow fire-
fighters endured on 9/11 when the 
twin towers went down in New York 
City in 2001.

The 20th anniversary of the attack 
is being acknowledged across the 
country as the brotherhood of fire-
fighters honors their fallen comrades. 
North Platte firefighter Tom Staton, a 
21-year veteran of NPFD, worked his 
way on the stair stepper at Anytime 
Fitness.

“The twin towers were 110 stories 
and we’re not blessed enough to have 
a 110-story building here in North 
Platte,” Staton said. “So this is our 
best option and it’s nice for (Anytime 
Fitness) to donate their equipment 
and their time for us.”

Staton said across the nation fire-
fighters are walking stairs in honor 
of the 343 firefighters who lost their 
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Frontier County appears likely to join 
Lincoln County’s Unicameral district 
— along with one or two other counties 
— no matter the outcome of the special 
legislative redistricting session that 
starts Monday.

Less certain is whether the session’s 
result will force western Nebraska to 
watch one of its legislative seats depart 
for the Omaha area for the third time in 
30 years.

The 49 lawmakers also must revise 
election districts for Nebraska Supreme 
Court judges, other statewide boards and 
the U.S. House of Representatives to ac-
count for 2020 U.S. census results.

Those other tasks will matter less to 
western Nebraskans, who live far from 
the 3rd Congressional District’s eastern 
border over which some of the partisan 
battles over House district lines will be 
fought.

But partisanship is all but certain to 
cloud the redistricting of America’s only 
officially nonpartisan state legislature, 
say the five senators who represent parts 
of The Telegraph’s traditional coverage 
area.

That can be seen in the “Republican” 
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Frontier Co. 
likely add to 
Lincoln Co. 
Unicam seat
Fight begins over where to 
shift districts to account 
for rural population loss

Courtesy of Nebraska Legislature

Five of the Nebraska Legislature’s 49 
state senators represent The Telegraph’s 
traditional 22-county coverage area under 
the current Unicameral district map ad-
opted in 2011. To see the two redistricting 
map proposals, turn to Page A2.

A climb 
to honor 
heroes
NP firefighters join 
colleagues across the 
country in 9/11 tribute
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Taylor Barton, right, EMT firefighter, and Lt. Tom Staton, paramedic firefight-
er, walk the stair stepper at Anytime Fitness on Saturday morning. The North 
Platte Fire Department firefighters walk the equivalent of 110 stories each year 
in honor of the 343 firefighters who lost their lives in the Twin Tower attacks on 
9/11. Please see CLIMB, Page A2

Please see UNICAM, Page A2
World marks 20th anniversary of 9/11
By JENNIFER PELTZ and 

BOBBY CAINA CALVAN
The Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — The 
world solemnly marked 
the 20th anniversary of 
9/11 on Saturday, griev-
ing lost lives and shattered 
American unity in com-
memorations that unfolded 
just weeks after the bloody 
end of the Afghanistan 
war that was launched in 
response to the terror at-
tacks.

Victims’ relatives and 
four U.S. presidents paid 
respects at the sites where 
hijacked planes killed 
nearly 3,000 people in the 
deadliest act of terrorism 
on American soil.

Others gathered for ob-
servances from Portland, 
Maine, to Guam, or for vol-

unteer projects on what 
has become a day of ser-
vice in the U.S. Foreign 
leaders expressed sym-
pathy over an attack that 

happened in the U.S. but 
claimed victims from more 
than 90 countries.

“It felt like an evil spec-
ter had descended on our 

world, but it was also a 
time when many people 
acted above and beyond 
the ordinary,” said Mike 
Low, whose daughter, Sara 
Low, was a flight atten-
dant on the first plane that 
crashed.

“As we carry these 20 
years forward, I find sus-
tenance in a continuing 
appreciation for all of 
those who rose to be more 
than ordinary people,” 
the father told a ground 
zero crowd that included 
President Joe Biden and 
former presidents Barack 
Obama and Bill Clinton.

In a video released 
Friday night, Biden said 
Sept. 11 illustrated that 
“unity is our greatest 
strength.”

Unity is “the thing 
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A mourner brings roses to the north pool after the 
conclusion of ceremonies to commemorate the 20th an-
niversary of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks Saturday at the 
National September 11 Memorial & Museum in New York.
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