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n CHARGES FILED  Two men 
are charged with 1st-degree 
murder in Lexington drive-by. 
LOCAL, PAGE A3

$2.00
Partly sunny today, then mostly 
clear in the evening. Find our full 
five-day forecast on page A8.

HIGH: 96  LOW: 69 Thank you for reading 
Today’s Telegraph.
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Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Turner / Laurentian University via AP

This undated photo provided by Elizabeth Turner, Laurentian 
University, shows a field location in Northwest Territories, Canada.

By CHRISTINA LARSON
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
Canadian geologist may have 
found the earliest fossil record 
of animal life on Earth, ac-
cording to a report published 
Wednesday in the journal 
Nature.

Around a billion years ago, 
a region of northwest Canada 
now defined by steep moun-
tains was a prehistoric marine 
environment where the re-
mains of ancient sponges may 
be preserved in mineral sedi-

ment, the paper says.
Geologist Elizabeth Turner 

discovered the rocks in a re-
mote region of the Northwest 
Territories accessible only by 
helicopter, where she has been 
excavating since the 1980s. 
Thin sections of rock contain 
three-dimensional structures 
that resemble modern sponge 
skeletons.

“I believe these are ancient 
sponges — only this type of 
organism has this type of net-
work of organic filaments,” 
said Joachim Reitner, a geobi-
ologist and expert in sponges 

at Germany’s University of 
Gottingen, who was not in-
volved in the research.

The dating of adjacent rock 
layers indicates the samples 
are about 890 million years 
old, which would make them 
about 350 million years old-
er than the oldest undisputed 
sponge fossils previously 
found.

“What’s most stunning 
is the timing,” said Paco 
Cardenas, an expert on 
sponges at Sweden’s Uppsala 
University, who was not in-
volved in the research. “To 
have discovered sponge fossils 
from close to 900 million years 
ago will greatly improve our 
understanding of early ani-
mal evolution.”

State’s crops 
ahead of its 
neighbors’

On warm summer days, the 
sprawling westbound Interstate 
80 rest area between Brady 
and Maxwell offers a park-
sized rest break. License 
plates from 14 states and two 
Canadian provinces could be 
seen there Wednesday morn-
ing, with some motorists 
lounging on the grass while 
taking respite from their jour-
neys. Temperatures in North 
Platte topped the 100-de-
gree mark Wednesday, with 
continued hot readings in the 
mid- to upper 90s expected 
through Friday, according to 
the National Weather Service. 
The rest area offers wind-
ing walkways, plentiful picnic 
shelters, monuments, histor-
ical markers and a sculpture. 
Above, Anthony Padovano’s 
“Nebraskan Gateway” was one 
of 10 “Bicentennial sculptures” 
commissioned and installed at 
I-80 rest areas to mark the na-
tion’s 200th birthday in 1976. 
Other points of interest at the 
rest area include markers hon-
oring first responders and the 
U.S. military and a Nebraska 
historical marker on Fort 
McPherson and North Platte.

By DAN CRISLER
Omaha World-Herald

Compared with its neighboring states 
plagued by drought, Nebraska has fared 
well — so far anyway.

But that could change with the heat 
wave set to hit the state this week. And 
that could potentially affect Nebraska’s 
crops.

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, 
parts of North and South Dakota, 
Colorado and Wyoming are dealing with 
extreme drought conditions.

History on the highway
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Interstate rest stop near Brady offers plenty of space to get out and 
move around, and a tribute to the nation’s 200th birthday

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

While bulldozers dig into Platte River 
Mall’s parking lot, Mike Works says, he’s 
adjusting its redevelopment plan to wid-
en the range of businesses interested in 
going there.

The Rev Development LLC co-owner 
described his project’s progress, an-
swered questions and took suggestions 
for recruitment targets at Wednesday’s 
North Platte Noon Rotary Club meeting 
at Another Round.

Landing a Target store as a major new 
tenant “is our No. 1 goal,” Works said. 
Rev has a much better chance, he added, 
thanks to the $16.63 million in assis-
tance the City Council approved in May 
and June.

Works, who bought the declining 

Nebraska holding 
drought at bay, but it 
‘can intensify quickly’

Please see CROPS, Page A2

Developer 
signals 
updates to 
mall plans 
Mike Works speaks 
about possible tenants 
at Rotary meeting

Please see MALL, Page A2

Geologist may have found oldest fossil
Canadian says 890-million-year-old 
sponge found in Northwest Territories
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