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North Platte notches
first victory of season
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Downtown could be added to National Register

Todd von Kampen / The North Platte Telegraph

Soap suds create an unnatural bubbling
effect Friday morning in the collecting pool
of the fountain at the still-unfinished Keith
Blackledge Park in downtown North Platte.
It was the second act of vandalism in a
month at the fountain, which was installed
by Stone Creek Landscape & Design of
North Platte. Dedication of the mini-park,
named for The Telegraph’s late former ed-
itor, is expected in late October.

Liquid soap
is 2nd act of
vandalism at
new fountain

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

With its 1970s awnings now in
its past, North Platte’s historic
downtown has a strong chance
of joining the National Register
of Historic Places wholesale, lo-
cal and state historic preserva-

tion officials say.
RDG Planning & Design of

Omaha won the City Council’s
blessing Tuesday to study the
downtown area and prepare a
formal nomination by next sum-
mer.

It’s too early to know the ex-

act boundaries North Platte’s
district would include, but they
could extend to both sides of the
Union Pacific tracks, said a Ne-
braska Historic Preservation
Office official and two members
of the city’s Historic Preserva-
tion Commission.

Final approval by the U.S.
National Park Service, which
oversees the National Register,
would open up federal and state
tax incentives for owners of his-

toric buildings to rehabilitate
them.

“If you can get the whole dis-
trict on the register, it saves
the individual property owners
a lot of headaches,” said local
commission member Jim Grif-
fin, director and curator of the
Lincoln County Historical Mu-
seum.

If all goes as expected, the
Park Service could decide
whether to add downtown

North Platte by next fall, said
Kelly Bacon, Certified Local
Government coordinator for the
Nebraska Historic Preservation
Office.

Four downtown buildings al-
ready appear on the National
Register: the Fox Theater and
the Hotel Pawnee (both 1985),
the Lincoln County Court-
house (1990) and the Prairie

Officials say adding district could help
save business owners ‘a lot of headaches’

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

No, it didn’t snow in downtown North
Platte Thursday night without anyone no-
ticing.

City officials say someone poured liq-
uid soap into the recirculating fountain
at still-unfinished Keith Blackledge Park,
creating a frothy but unwelcome impres-
sion of a snowdrift in the collecting pool.

It’s the second act of vandalism in recent
weeks at the mini-park, which will be ded-
icated later this month on North Jeffers
Street next to Whitetail Screen Print and
Cycle Sport.

In the earlier incident, someone pulled
up one of the flowering plants installed
along the fountain’s base by Keep North
Platte and Lincoln County Beautiful, Pub-
lic Service Director Layne Groseth said
Friday morning.

“It’s frustrating,” he said. “There are
cameras in the area.”

Though the suds should dissipate over
time, Groseth said, city workers planned
to add fresh water to the fountain to help
flush them out sooner.

He said Stone Creek Landscape & De-
sign co-owner Troy Erickson, whose firm
installed the fountain, inspected it Friday
and told city workers soap was the most
likely cause.

The year’s wet weather has dragged out
construction of the mini-park, which sits
on the original site of the Lincoln Connec-
tion homeless shelter.

Flower plant also removed
at new Blackledge park
in downtown North Platte

Please see NEW, Page A2

Officials: Plan could restore ethanol demand

DES MOINES, Iowa (AP)
— The Trump administra-
tion announced Friday it
plans to implement new
rules that will increase de-
mand for ethanol, reversing
a decline caused by exemp-
tions given to oil refineries.

The proposal follows
months of complaints by
Midwest farmers, politi-
cians and the ethanol in-
dustry that the federal gov-
ernment’s granting of waiv-
ers to refiners had violated
federal law and forced some
ethanol plants to close.

Roughly 40 percent of U.S.
corn is used to produce eth-
anol, so declining demand

for the fuel additive can de-
press prices for the grain.
The issue carries extra po-
litical weight because the
ethanol industry is concen-
trated in Iowa, Nebraska
and other Midwest states,
where farmers have been
among President Donald
Trump’s most loyal sup-
porters.

Although the proposal by

the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and Department
of Agriculture wouldn’t
address the current loss of
ethanol demand, it would en-
sure that beginning in 2020
the government would com-
ply with a 15-billion-gallon
standard already required
under federal law and meet

Farmers, legislators
praise federal move

‘Voices of the Past’ offers candlelight tours at Buffalo Bill Ranch

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

The Buffalo Bill Ranch State
Historical Park has its share of
ghost stories and most everyone
likes to hear them.

Experiencing them firsthand is
a different story, however.

A staff member encountered
one earlier this week as he was
the lone person at the mansion
late at night. He could hear a

little boy’s voice calling out —
“Mama!” — coming from the up-
per floor. He sprinted out onto the
porch to take a look around but
his car was the only one on the
property.

A paranormal experience? Per-
haps.

But it set the tone for the “Voices
of the Past” candlelight tours that
began Friday night and will con-
tinue tonight and Oct. 11-12.

Guests tour the Cody mansion,
with lighting and voice-overs con-
ducted by RA Productions that
add to the atmosphere.

A few bumps, coming from out-
side or from other rooms of the
house, adds to the mystique. That
includes a rocking chair in Buf-
falo Bill Cody’s sitting room that
was moving by itself at a steady
pace.

Ghosts of Codys past

Tim Johnson / The North Platte Telegraph

Jamie Woodson, a local actress, playing the role of Louisa Cody, is bathed in a red light Friday as she sits
in a bedroom in the mansion on the Buffalo Bill Ranch State Historical Park during the opening night of the
“Voices of the Past” candelight tour.
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