
The kitchen is completely redone in a turn-of-the-century style, Patrick
Merritt said, and now sits in its original space in the house prior to when
it was restructured and turned into a tri-plex in the 1950s.

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

Adam Jones might have his share of
ideas for the Buffalo Bill Ranch State His-
torical Park but he doesn’t want to be the
only person to have a say in future chang-
es or improvements to the facility.

Jones, the new director at the state
park, has a notebook in his office for any
of his eight employees to jot down their
thoughts in as well.

“My philosophy is if you have an idea
that is feasible, let’s try it. If it doesn’t
work we’ll try something else,” the
47-year-old said Wednesday morning. “It’s
not my park; its everybody’s park. We take
care of it for people.

“I am just trying to empower (the em-
ployees),” said Jones, who was previously
the superintendent at Indian Cave State
Park in southeast Nebraska. “I want peo-
ple to feel like they can do stuff here and
not just come in, sit at a desk and greet
people.”

Jones, who has been in his position for
about six weeks, said he will work on a
master plan for the state park this fall, but
that doesn’t necessarily mean any drastic
changes with the mansion, barn or out-
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Adam Jones, the new superintendent at
the Buffalo Bill Ranch State Historical Park,
stands in front of the mansion situated on
the grounds. Jones has been on the job for
six weeks after working as the superinten-
dent of the Indian Cave State Park in south-
eastern Nebraska.

Nebraska leaders praise U.S.-Japan trade deal

Telegraph staff reports

Nebraska leaders and state-
wide organizations welcomed
the announcement of a U.S.-Jap-
anese trade agreement Wednes-
day, as President Donald Trump
and Japanese Prime Minister
signed the deal.

“Nebraska welcomes this
trade deal between the U.S. and

Japan, which is the top export
destination for Nebraska beef
and a major buyer of our state’s
many agricultural products,”
said Sen. Deb Fischer in a press
release.

Sen. Ben Sasse said that there
is more work to do on trade, but
that this is good news for Ne-
braska’s producers.

“We need more trade deals
in the Pacific beacuse they are
great for business in Nebraska
and it helps build allies as we
turn up the pressure on China
to stop their constant cheating,”
he said.

The Nebraska Corn Growers
Association, Nebraska Corn
Board and the Nebraska Cattle-
man issued statements praising
the agreement, which Trump
and Abe signed on the sidelines
of the U.N. General Assembly.

“Year after year, Nebraska’s

beef producers have seen de-
mand for our product continue
to grow in Japan’s market,” the
Cattlemen said in a release.
“Unfortunately, these gains
have been offset by Japan’s mas-
sive 38.5% tariff attached to U.S.
beef. Today’s announcement
means that Nebraska’s livestock
industry will finally be at a lev-
el playing field with our biggest
competitors in our number one
export market.”

In a joint statement, the Corn
Board and Corn Growers Asso-

ciation said the deal would en-
sure fair trade with a longstand-
ing trade partner.

“Japan is now the second larg-
est buyer of U.S. corn,” said Da-
vid Bruntz, chairman of the Ne-
braska Corn Board and farmer
from Friend. “With the tough
times we’ve been experiencing
in agriculture, this is a step in
the right direction and we look
forward to the details being re-
leased on this comprehensive

Trump, Abe sign first stage of agreement
on sidelines of United Nations Assembly

‘Being a steward
for what Bill
and his family
did’ is a ‘lot of
responsibility’
Adam Jones takes over
direction of Buffalo Bill
State Ranch State Park
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Couple restores Second Street house to 1907 floor plan

To its original state
By CLAYTON ANDERSON
clayton.anderson@nptelegrph.com

While trends are leaning to-
ward modern, open floor plans,
a North Platte couple has decid-
ed to restore a home to look sim-
ilar to its original 1907 layout.
The process has taken about
five years — and there are still
a few projects left — but Patrick
and Robin Merritt were ready to
show off their work this week.

The couple bought the house
in July of 2014, and originally
thought they could live at the
house while restoring it. They
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The outside of a house built by Samuel van Doran in 1907 is pictured at 901 W. Second St., in North Platte.
It has been restored to its original floor plan after five years of work by Patrick and Robin Merritt. The outside
structure is all original and the porch was recently just re-done.

Chamber Hostesses help Chamber with new sign
By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The North Platte Cham-
ber and Development Corp.
focuses on the needs of busi-
ness, but on Wednesday the
camera was turned the oth-

er way around to highlight
the Chamber’s needs.

The Chamber Hostesses,
which is a branch of the
organization, presented a
check to Executive Director
Gary Person for a new sign

at the office located at 502
S. Dewey St. Person said a
new logo plus the weathered
condition of the old sign
prompted a drive to get it
replaced.

“The goal was to get a dig-

ital electronic sign so we
could promote and market
Chamber and community
events,” Person said. “And
it gives us some identity too.
It brings kind of a new ap-
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