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n KNIGHTS ON TOP NPCC women’s basketball team  
defeats York College JV 96-42. SPORTS, PAGE B1

$2.00
Partly sunny today, then some rain 
in spots in the evening. Find our 
full five-day forecast on page A8.

HIGH: 72  LOW: 30 Thank you for reading 
Today’s Telegraph.
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Dr. Charles Stoltenow, priority candidate for Nebraska Extension dean and director, attends a lun-
cheon with area producers and educators on Monday at the West Central Research, Extension and 
Education Center in North Platte. As the priority candidate, Stoltenow is likely to be selected as the next 
dean following his tour of the state. 

Priority dean candidate shares vision for Extension

Serving Nebraskans’ needs
By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Dr. Charles Stoltenow, pri-
ority candidate for Nebraska 
Extension dean and director, 
shared his vision with area pro-
ducers and educators during a 
luncheon Monday at the West 
Central Research Extension and 
Education Center. 

As the priority candidate, 
Stoltenow is likely to be select-
ed as the next dean following his 
tour of the state. 

Stoltenow is an assistant di-
rector of North Dakota State 
University Extension located in 

Fargo, North Dakota, and serves 
as the agriculture and natu-
ral resources program leader. 
This is his 25th year with NDSU 
Extension.

“Our priority is people; it’s 
about connections,” Stoltenow 
said. “How do we serve the 
needs of Nebraskans and what 
are those needs?”

While the Extension sys-
tem can’t meet all the needs, he 
wants to start by looking at the 
system’s strengths.

“What are we the best at?” 
Stoltenow said. “Agriculture, 
of course, is going to be a 
big priority for us. 4-H is go-

ing to be a big priority for 
us. The learning child is go-
ing to be a big priority for us.” 
In addition to involvement with 
youth through 4-H and other 
programs, the Extension will 
also need to look at how it can 
help develop the Nebraska labor 
force.

“How can Extension help with 
labor development, enhance-
ment, training?” Stoltenow 
said. “That won’t be the only 
thing, but there’s a lot of things 
Nebraskans have identified 
they need help with.”

The goal, he said, would be 

Openers 
announced 
for Summer 
Jam concerts
Telegraph staff reports

Chris Lane and King Calaway will both 
open for Tim McGraw at the Viaero Summer 
Jam Concert series on June 24, according to a 
post on the Nebraskaland Days Facebook page.

McGraw will headline the first night of the 
two-day concert series, and Miranda Lambert 
will close out the event on June 25. 

The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band and Belles will 
open for Lambert. The latter is an act from 
Omaha.

Lane has released three albums and has had 
seven singles land on country music chart — 
three of which have reached No. 1.

King Calaway is a five-member band 
from Nashville who released a debut album, 
“Rivers” in 2019.

Tickets for both concerts go on sale at 9 a.m. 
Sept. 29 and can be purchased at nebraskland-
days.com.

Luke Combs and Toby Keith headlined the 
Summer Jam concerts this year.

Business is 
booming as 
SBA loans 
break records
By MATT OLBERDING
Lincoln Journal Star

LINCOLN — Craig Johnson got a small-busi-
ness loan 21 years ago when he bought his 
business, Wayne’s Body Shop.

But when it came time to expand one of his 
locations last year, he didn’t consider apply-
ing for another loan from the Small Business 
Administration.

“I thought it was more for startup business-
es,” Johnson said.

His bank, Cornhusker Bank, howev-
er, thought such a loan would be perfect for 

Lincoln Co. board swears in new 
commissioner, approves grants
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New District 3 Lincoln County Commissioner Micaela Wuehler 
participates in her first meeting following her swearing in on 
Monday. She fills the seat of Bill Henry, who resigned Sept. 30.

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The Lincoln County com-
missioners approved four 
improvement fund grants to-
taling $617,865 at its regular 
meeting on Monday.

North Platte/Lincoln County 
Visitors Bureau Executive 
Director Lisa Burke pre-
sented the Advisory Board’s 
recommendations to the com-
missioners. 

The majority — $600,000 — of 
the funding will go to the D&N 

Event Center’s $7.5 million, 
50,000-square-foot expansion 
project.

“Sports events are a grow-
ing dynamic that can propel 
a community to economic 
prosperity even during a reces-
sion,” Burke said.

The Visitors Bureau has 
found that teams may not 
have the budget to compete in 
Denver and Omaha, but can 
meet in the middle in North 
Platte.

“The planned expansion 

has the potential to make 
this space the size and type of 
facility that would make it pos-
sible for North Platte to attract 
large multi-state and national 
events,” Burke said.

On the advice of the 
Advisory Committee, the 
commissioners did not award 
a grant to the North Platte 
Community Playhouse. 

The North Platte 
Community Playhouse had 
submitted an application 
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