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Husker RBs practice
with “Seek and
Destroy” mentality of
a Metallica song.
SPORTS, PAGE B1

RUNNIN’ HARD
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n BARK IN THE PARK Woofstock returns this year with food, clinics
and a talent show. LOCAL, PAGE A3

Slone: Blueprint Nebraska
may aid 3rd District most
By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

North Platte leaders Thursday
applauded Blueprint Nebraska’s
vision for better economic health
— as long as the Lincoln and
Omaha areas aren’t the only ben-
eficiaries.

They also told Nebraska Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry exec-
utives that while new state busi-
ness incentives are important,
property tax relief should be their

top priority.
“The 3rd (Congressional) Dis-

trict is dying because of property
taxes,” North Platte banker Mike
Jacobson told executive directors
Byron Slone of the state chamber
and former state Sen. Jim Smith
of Blueprint Nebraska.

Jacobson, a member of Blue-
print Nebraska’s Banking & Fi-
nance Industry Council, also
said it’s vital that the one-year-
old planning process and overall
state policy focus on revitalizing

regional trade centers like North
Platte.

Incentive programs since the
late 1980s “seemed to focus on Lin-
coln and Omaha, and it worked,”
he said during the state cham-
ber’s morning Fall Forum break-
fast. “You’ve got people from the
3rd District moving to the 1st and
2nd Districts, and they continue
to grow and we continue to sink.”

About two dozen community
leaders came to North Platte’s Best

New shop’s sales so hot that ice cream flies out of cooler
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Double Dips Ice Creamery employee Lezlie Montgomery mixes caramel into the dark chocolate caramel sea
salt fudge. Double Dips, which had a soft opening Wednesday at its location on Sixth and Dewey streets, serves 15
handmade fudge varieties in addition to ice cream, milkshakes, sundaes, coffee and more.

NP screams for ice cream
By CLAYTON ANDERSON
clayton.anderson@
nptelegraph.com

Lines to the door and
ice cream flavors quick-
ly disappearing marked
the second full day of
business for Double
Dips Ice Creamery, lo-
cated downtown at 522
N. Dewey St.

But if you need a
sweet treat to finish the
workweek, don’t worry:
“We will have more ice
cream in the morning,”
said owner Lori Berg-
man.

Bergman was glad to
see the support.

“It has been over-
whelmingly busy,”
Bergman said. “I am
very excited and bless-
ed. I feel like the com-
munity knows us and

knows the quality of ice
cream we have.”

For the past nine
years, Bergman has
been selling ice cream
at fairs and community
events in a 6-by-14-foot
trailer. About a year
ago, she got the idea to
open a shop.

Making the switch
from the trailer to store-
front required know-
ing the little details are
the biggest challenge,
Bergman said, which in-
cludes keeping enough
ice cream in stock.

The ice cream shop
is housed in the histor-
ical Dickey Building,
at Sixth and Dewey
streets. The building,
built in 1889, is the sec-
ond-oldest building
downtown. Only the
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Double Dips employee Jes Crankshaw hands a customer
their four-milkshake order during the ice cream shop’s sec-
ond day of business.
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Former state Sen. Jim Smith of Papillion, executive direc-
tor of Blueprint Nebraska, explains the statewide economic
planning program’s priorities Thursday morning during the
Nebraska Chamber of Commerce & Industry’s annual Fall
Forum at Best Western Plus in North Platte.

Property
tax in NP
not likely
to change
drastically
By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

After years of accelerating valu-
ations, the brakes have definitively
been applied.

Total taxable values barely inched
upward for North Platte’s three
largest property tax consumers —
the city, Lincoln County and North
Platte Public Schools — when the
county certified 2019 local govern-
ment valuations Thursday.

All three also are projecting small
increases in their property tax re-
quests, meaning the final rates that
determine property owners’ 2019 tax
bills likely will change little from
2018.

Final taxable values won’t be
known until next week for the three
multicounty tax consumers serving
North Platte: the Mid-Plains Com-
munity College Area, the Twin Platte

Neb. panel
will look
at social
studies bias
By JOE DEJKA
BH News Service

Are Nebraska’s draft social studies
standards too white? Too male?

Next week a panel will try to deter-
mine if that’s the case.

For the first time, officials in the
Nebraska Department of Educa-
tion will put a set of draft academic
standards through formal review to
cleanse them of bias.

The review aims to ensure that the
views of historically marginalized
groups such as Native Americans,
Latin Americans and African Ameri-
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