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North Platte city officials
can’t do more to relieve substan-
dard housing conditions, Mayor
Dwight Livingston said Tues-
day, without more help from
those who live in or witness
them.

The mayor defended city ef-
forts to enforce housing codes at
a press conference a week after
lawyer Jim Paloucek, on behalf
of an informal group of commu-
nity leaders, filed a public-re-
cords request for seven years’
worth of enforcement records.

“We need help here” to iden-

tify the worst cases of neglect-
ed properties, Livingston said.
“We need your help, we need
your neighbors’ help, we need
your friends’ help. Let’s be good
neighbors.”

When law enforcement offi-
cials or other residents report
possible housing problems, “we
do not ignore them. Some people
may think that’s the way it goes,
but it’s not,” he said.
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Mayor defends city’s record
on substandard-housing laws
Administration hosts press conference
after group submits request for info

Todd von Kampen / The North Platte Telegraph

North Platte Mayor Dwight Livingston, right, defends the city’s
response to substandard housing conditions at a Tuesday morn-
ing press conference at City Hall. The piles of paper in front of the
mayor and City Administrator Jim Hawks are the records of city
housing code enforcement actions requested last week by lawyer
Jim Paloucek on behalf of an informal group of community leaders,
Livingston said. Please see HOUSING, Page A2

Support
for rural
Nebraska
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Kim Wilson, a professor of
landscape architecture at the
University of Nebraska and
member of the Rural Futures In-
stitute, writes down ideas from
a group discussion Tuesday af-
ternoon at the West Central Re-
search and Extension Center in
North Platte, during a listening
session on the issues facing ru-
ral Nebraska.

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

The vitality and prosperity of
rural communities in Nebras-
ka was the subject of discussion
Tuesday afternoon.

Roughly 40 people gathered in
a conference room at the West
Central Research and Extension
Center in North Platte, and an-
other 20 tuned in online to dis-
cuss problems and solutions on
topics ranging from population,
economics, education and infra-
structure for nearly four hours.

It was the first of two regional
listening meetings this month,
sponsored by the University of
Nebraska system. The second
of the meetings, with the goal of
identifying ways the university
can better support the state’s ru-
ral communities, will be held on
Oct. 24 in Lincoln.

“We have been working in
communities across the state
and there are so many good
ideas and solutions out there
and we heard that today,” said
Chuck Hibberd, the dean and
director of the University of Ne-

University hosts
listening session
in North Platte
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Yamilet Derma of North Platte models a quinceañera dress at the “Pretty in Pink” event to increase awareness during
National Breast Cancer Month. The West Central District Health Department hosted the event at the Platte River Mall
on Tuesday.

Events across community supporting Breast Cancer Awareness Month

Heightening awareness of cancer
By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The message from Dr. Emily
Jones of Great Plains Family
Medicine in North Platte en-
couraged yearly mammograms
for women starting at age 40.

The “Pretty in Pink” event
Tuesday was hosted by West
Central District Health Depart-
ment in North Platte and partic-
ipants were offered an evening
of fashion, refreshments, a pho-
to booth and door prizes. Great
Plains Health and GPH Imaging
Center staff were on hand to an-
swer questions as well.

Breast cancer is the second
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The St. Patrick High School student section dons pink garb for the school’s an-
nual “Pink Out” night during the Irish’s volleyball match against Ogallala Tuesday.Please see AWARE, Page A2
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