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The Lincoln County commis-
sioners on Monday accepted a
bid from Brown Construction
for the jail addition project.

The company, based out of
Kearney, offered the origi-
nal low base bid of $5,057,300;
after some deductions and ad-
ditions, the new total came to
$5,011,626. Todd Brown, owner,
and Brett Harsh, the compa-
ny’s construction director,

were on hand to answer ques-
tions from the commissioners.

The other submitted base
bids were similar to Brown
Construction’s, with Paulsen’s
Inc. of Cozad at $5.162 million
and Sampson Construction of
Kearney at $5.117 million.

Commissioner Jerry
Woodruff said the jail commit-
tee met Thursday to go over
the bids.

“One of the points that
caught my attention that need-

ed to be discussed the most,”
Woodruff said, “was relevant
projects in the last five years.”

Relevant projects, Woodruff
said, were jail and detention
projects. He said one bidder
had several relevant projects
and the others had none.

Ryan Stearns, an architect at
Joe R. Hewgley and Associates,
said Brown Construction met
all the criteria and Andy Pitts
at TreanorHL sent a letter of
recommendation to award the
bid to Brown.

“When we talk about deten-
tion-type projects,” Stearns
said. “You are correct, Brown
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Brown Construction of Kearney garnered the bid to construct
the Lincoln County Detention Center addition and remodel proj-
ect. The expansion will be on the southwest side of the current
building.

Board awards jail bid
Brown Construction of Kearney to
construct detention center add on

Please see JAIL, Page A2
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Officials at Our Redeemer Lutheran
School in North Platte are discussing
the use of individual shields for stu-
dents. The school will open to students
on Aug. 19. Principal Wende Carson
said a number of safety measures are
planned to protect students and teach-
ers.

NP private
schools to
head back
on schedule
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Two private schools in North Platte
have plans to open on schedule and as
normally as possible, while following
the COVID-19 directed health mea-
sures.

North Platte Catholic Schools,
which includes St. Patrick High
School and McDaid Elementary and
Our Redeemer Lutheran School are
all looking forward to getting students
back in the classroom.

Kevin Dodson, Catholic schools su-
perintendent, sent a letter to parents
outlining the plans for fall semester.

“We’re making no changes in our

Officials putting state
guidelines, precautions
in place for August start

Please see SCHOOLS, Page A2

Lawmakers resume session with virus in mind
By GRANT SCHULTE
The Associated Press

LINCOLN (AP) —
Nebraska lawmakers
returned to their session
Monday with lingering
concerns about the coro-
navirus and extra safety
precautions that will likely
remain in place until they
adjourn for the year.

The 60-day session re-

sumed with plexiglass
barriers separating law-
makers in the legislative
chamber, mandatory tem-
perature checks to enter
and tougher restrictions on
who can access the room.

Lawmakers took the
highly unusual step of sus-
pending their session on
March 25 to try to keep the
virus from spreading after

they passed an emergen-
cy coronavirus funding
bill to cover the state’s pan-
demic response. They took
no other action for nearly
four months but still have
17 scheduled work days re-
maining this year.

“A lot has changed and we
still have a lot to do,” said
Speaker of the Legislature
Jim Scheer.

Scheer extended his
sympathies to state Sen.
Tony Vargas of Omaha
whose father died from the
COVID-19 virus in April.

Another lawmaker,
state Sen. Mike Moser of
Columbus was hospitalized
and put on a ventilator after
contracting the virus, but
has since recovered. Moser,

There’s always time to practice
Courtesy of Tammara Schleicher

Sidelined on Interstate 80 Monday morning, Susan Martin passes the time practicing her bagpipes. She and
her husband were driving from Iowa to San Diego when their semitrailer truck broke down outside Maxwell.
She said she started playing bagpipes four years ago. She usually plays in bands, but because of COVID-19,
there haven’t been any to play with, she said. Martin was playing “Amazing Grace” when this photo was tak-
en.
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