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Cloudy and rainy today, then cloudy
and rainy in the evening. Find our
full five-day forecast on page A8.
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n BANNER DAY Paxton’s Jere-
my McMillan-Peters wins individ-
ual title, St. Pat’s finishes as team
runner up. SPORTS, PAGE B1

Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

A group of about 65 youths gather along the intersection of Philip and Dewey streets for a rally on Wednes-
day to advocate against underage vaping.

Cherry
Co. gets
flooded
once more

By GEORGE HAWS
george.haws@nptelegraph.com

Three to four inches of rain over the
last few days, on top of saturated soils,
has caused some flooding in Cherry
County, again. A two- to three-mile
stretch of Highway 97 is closed due to
water covering the road about halfway
between Mullen and Valentine. The

‘Be too cool to Juul’
By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

A group of about 65
youths gathered along
the intersection of Philip
and Dewey streets for a
Wednesday rally.

The group was part of
the 2019 Lincoln County
Youth Leadership train-
ing camp hosted by Com-
munity Connections.

“We are advocating
against underage va-
ping, specifically in

schools,” said Logan El-
liott, youth leadership
development coordina-
tor with Community
Connections. “It’s a two-
day camp and the rally
is the conclusion of the
first day.”

The youths held up
signs and items they
made, demonstrating
their belief that under-
age vaping is bad.

They chanted and
waved their signs as the
traffic drove by them.

Community Connections kids rally against underage vaping

Union auxiliary donates
equipment to Centennial Park

By GEORGE HAWS
george.haws@nptelegraph.com

The auxiliary of a railroad
workers union has donated equip-
ment for Centennial Park in
memory of one of their members,
Antony “Tony” Znaniecki.

The Flatrock
Auxiliary 8 of
Brotherhood of Lo-
comotive Engineers
and Trainmen do-
nated a bench, along
with two spring rid-
ers, which look like
a race car and a mo-
torcycle.

The equipment
is a fitting honor to

Znaniecki, who “liked racing dirt
bikes and fast cars,” said Travis
Kuenning, Division 388 chairman

for the Brotherhood. He called
Znaniecki “a real full-living” and
“all-around good guy” people gravi-
tated to. Znaniecki was well known
and liked in the racing world.

The auxiliary, spouses of union
members, raised about $4,000 for
the equipment and installation,
said Kuenning, through personal
donations and fundraising activi-
ties, raffles and a casino night.

Znaniecki died in a dirt bike ac-
cident in 2017, leaving behind his
wife, Chari, and two grown sons,
Marcus and Corbin.
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Corbin Znaniecki, center, stands behind a new bench at
Centennial Park, placed in memory of his father, Antony, with
Katryna Hughes, left, president of Flatrock 8 Auxiliary of the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen, Div. 388.,
and Travis Kuenning, Brotherhood Chairman. The Auxiliary do-
nated the bench and playground equipment.
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STATE CHAMPS
North Platte wins Class B boys golf
state championship.
SPORTS, PAGE B1

Rain on already
saturated soil leads
to road closures

Bench, spring
toys memorialize
Antony Znaniecki

Drenched
central US
cities see
rivers rise

OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) — Water-
logged parts of the central U.S. braced
Wednesday for more rain, following
days of severe storms that have bat-
tered Iowa, Kansas, Missouri and Okla-
homa and caused at least three deaths.

Authorities urged residents of sever-
al small towns in Oklahoma and Kan-
sas to leave their homes as rivers and
streams rose. In the Missouri capital
of Jefferson City, the mayor issued a
mandatory evacuation for an area in-
volving a handful of homes. The city’s
airport also has been evacuated.

The Arkansas River was approach-
ing historic highs, while the already
high Missouri and Mississippi Rivers
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Tony
Znaniecki
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