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n FAIR-LY GOOD TIME Our pho-
tographers caught kids and adults
having fun at the Lincoln County
Fair this week. FOCUS, PAGE C1

$2.50
Mostly sunny today, then clear in
the evening. Find our full five-day
forecast on page A8.

HIGH: 89 LOW: 60 Thank you for reading
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APY* with
checking2.02%

*Annual Percentage Yield effective as of
publication date. $5,000 minimum. The
quoted APY* “with checking” is valid
for customers with a NebraskaLand
National Bank checking account with an
automatic deposit or withdrawal. The
rate for customers without a checking
account is 1.51% APY*, remaining
terms and disclosures still apply. $100
minimum deposit required to open a
checking account. Substantial penalty
for early withdrawal.Call us today at 308-534-2100.

8-MONTH CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSITA CD with your best
$t#"t in mind

Email news tips to editor@nptelegraph.com or call 308-535-4707.SHARE YOUR STORIES:
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Neleigh Anthony, 4, of North Platte works hard to get the tractor moving
at the Mid-Nebraska Pedal Pullers Kids Tractor Pull on Saturday at the
2019 Lincoln County Fair. Neleigh won the 4-year-old girls division and
qualified for the state competition at the Nebraska State Fair near the end
of August.

A winning tractor pedal pull

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

A larger venue for the second
International Bazaar was nec-
essary as approximately 1,000
people filled the hallways at the
Platte River Mall on Saturday.

People stood in line as long as
necessary to sample fare from
12 countries. Center Court at
the mall was the scene for the
entertainment portion, and four
groups entertained the crowd
including a powerful perfor-
mance by the Kokyo Taiko out
of Lincoln doing a traditional
Japanese drum session.

The sound of the drums re-
verberated across the mall and
the rhythms were inspiring as

Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

Martha Okonji, left, and Beatrice Okello are originally from
Kenya and they shared some of the food from their country that is
traditionally prepared for special celebrations.

Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

Kokyo Taiko out of Lincoln performs a traditional Japanese drum session at the second Annual
International Bazaar at the Platte River Mall in North Platte on Saturday. The sound of the drums re-
verberated through the halls and the energy from the performers as well as the power of the rhythms
captured the attention of the more than 1,000 attendees.

Bazaar attracts hundreds to the Platte River Mall

International flavor

Please see BAZAAR, Page A2

Three families
receive Pioneer
Farm Award

By GEORGE HAWS
For The North Platte Telegraph

Three families were honored with the Aksar-
ben Foundation Pioneer Farm Award at Lincoln
County Fair on Saturday.

All three farms were acquired over 100 years
ago. Substantial portions of each farm are re-

Lindberg Island, Feeney,
Martens Family farms
honored by Aksarben

Please see FARM, Page A2

Different types of election systems
complicate efforts to stop hackers

WASHINGTON (AP) — A
Senate report on Russian
interference in U.S. elec-
tions highlights one of the
biggest challenges to pre-
venting foreign intrusions
in American democracy:
the limited powers and
ability of the federal gov-
ernment to protect elec-
tions run by state and local
officials. That has given
fuel to those who argue for
a larger federal role.

The Senate Intelligence
Committee on Thursday is-
sued the first part of its re-
port into Russian interfer-
ence in the 2016 election,
noting that Russian agents
“exploited the seams” be-
tween federal government

expertise and ill-equipped
state and local election of-
ficials. The report also em-
phasized repeatedly that
elections are controlled by
states, not the federal gov-
ernment.

It called for the reinforce-
ment of state oversight of
elections — a view blasted
as inadequate by Sen. Ron
Wyden, an Oregon Dem-
ocrat on the committee.
He called on Congress to
establish mandatory cy-
bersecurity requirements
across the country.

“We would not ask a lo-
cal sheriff to go to war
against the missiles,
planes and tanks of the
Russian Army,” Wyden

wrote. “We shouldn’t ask a
county election IT employ-
ee to fight a war against
the full capabilities and
vast resources of Russia’s
cyber army. That approach
failed in 2016 and it will
fail again.”

As the 2020 elections
loom, questions of who
bears responsibility for se-
curing the vote are becom-
ing more dire — even as
President Donald Trump
has been largely silent on
the subject, and the Repub-
lican-controlled Senate has
refused to consider legisla-
tion by Wyden and others
to fortify election security.

Tensions flared in

Please see STOP, Page A2

Telegraph staff reports

A man drowned early Saturday after falling
into an irrigation gate structure on the North
Platte River, according to the Lincoln County
Sheriff’s Office.

At 4:25 a.m., the Lincoln County 911 Center re-
ceived a call of a possible drowning. Sheriff’s dep-
uties, the North Platte and Sutherland Dive Team
and rescue units responded to the river on North
Sand Road, west of Hershey.

At 4:43 a.m., deputies located the body of Mat-
thew Bruning, 23, of North Platte trapped in the
gate structure. Dive team members were able to
remove the body about 7:35 a.m. according to the
Sheriff’s Office. Bruning was trapped in the gate
structure and was eventually removed about 7:35
a.m. by dive team members,

A witness said Bruning was on the gate struc-
ture and fell into the water. The death was an ac-
cident, the Sheriff’s Office said. The investigation
is ongoing.

Man drowns
after falling
into irrigation
gate structure
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