
By SHARRON HOLLEN

n Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing story by retired Tele-
graph “Reporter at Large”
Sharron Hollen appeared on
this newspaper’s front page
on Monday, July 21, 1969,
its first issue after Apollo 11
landed on the moon.

North Platte people,
like people throughout
the nation, have met
man’s first footsteps
upon the moon with an
intermingling of awe and
matter-of-fact acceptance.

Many term the moon
landing a “tremendous
accomplishment” in one
sentence and the first
footsteps on the moon
“another step in
progress” in the next

sentence.
Byron Sellers Sr. of

Wellfleet was pretty
“far-out” in 1918 when he
purchased one of Lincoln
County’s first Model T
Fords.

“That was progressive
in those days,” Sellers
said. “The moon landing
is another step in prog-
ress.”

There was little thought
of airplanes when Sellers
and his wife were mar-
ried in 1916 and drove
away with their horse and
buggy.

“To see such an ad-
vancement in a lifetime is
overwhelming,” Sellers

said.

Sellers has lived
through the steps of
progress that laid the
groundwork for a moon
landing. His great-grand-
son accepts space flight
as a way of life.

“Someday I’ll fly to the
moon,” three-year-old J.
Yeske says matter-of-fact-
ly. Young Yeske is the
son of Lt. Cmdr. and Mrs.
Lanny (Jacque) Yeske of
Carmel, Calif.

He and his mother are
visiting with her parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Ray (Beu-
lah) Winkler, 1021 East
Fourth, while Lt. Cmdr.
Yeske is at sea in a nucle-
ar submarine.

C.J. Kubicek, an Amer-
ican and World History
instructor for 42 years,
feels man’s first landing
upon the moon
will stand not
only among the
great mo-
ments
in

science but in history.
“In the years to come

it will change the ap-
pearance of the history
books,” Kubicek said.
“But just as in Columbus’
voyage, the results and
the final achievements
can only be fully evalu-
ated with the passing of
time. This landing is only
a step.”

For many adults, the
moon landing is a Buck
Rogers or Jules Verne
science fiction epic come
to life.

For many first-grad-
ers — men were flying
in space at the time they
were born — rocket ships
and moon landings are
“neat” but pose all fact
and no fiction recollec-
tions.

John Clinch, a pilot
and operator of a flying
service, thinks the flight

itself is tremendous and
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Bomgaars to open in Shopko building this fall

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Bomgaars, a farm and ranch
supply company with retail
stores in seven states, will open
its 90th store in North Platte’s
former Shopko building this
fall, a regional manager for the

firm told The Telegraph Friday.
The Sioux City, Iowa-based

chain has reached a purchase
agreement with the Massachu-
setts owners of the building
at 510 E. Philip Ave., said Rick
Penkava of North Platte, west
general operations manager for
Bomgaars.

Penkava said the Shopko
building became available for
sale “at a price attractive to us,”
allowing Bomgaars to further
expand in what has been a suc-
cessful Nebraska market for the
company.

Though the real estate pur-

chase won’t close until next
month, “we have signed an
agreement that we can get ear-
ly occupancy of the building,”
Penkava said. “We should have
occupancy in 10 days to two
weeks.”

Remodeling will follow be-
fore Bomgaars will open what
will be its 28th retail Nebraska
store, likely in November, he
said.

Bomgaars, he added, will
employ 25 to 30 people in the
70,000-square-foot building
where Shopko closed June 23
after the Wisconsin-based retail

chain liquidated its stores.
Bomgaars will hold a job fair

Aug. 12-13 at a site to be an-
nounced later, Penkava said.

Gary Person, president and
CEO of North Platte Area
Chamber & Development Corp.,
called Bomgaars’ plans “very
welcome news” that should
energize retail renewal in the
business district dominated by
Platte River Mall.

“You always have a concern,
when you have a nice retail
building ... (that) it would end up
a warehouse or storage space,
because it was (listed) at an at-

tractive price,” Person said.
Bomgaars, he added, was one

of the retail firms identified as
a good match for North Platte in
Buxton Inc.’s 2018 retail recruit-
ment study for the chamber.

It’s “a Midwestern company
that’s growing,” Person said.
“It makes a statement about our
trade area that they would buy
a building of that magnitude.
That’ll send a positive message
to some of the other companies
we’re working with.”

Chamber officials are work-

Half a century ago,
we set foot on the moon

Kearney
boutique
to open
store in NP
By CLAYTON ANDERSON
clayton.anderson@nptelegraph,com

Come mid-September, a new cloth-
ing boutique will be open in downtown
North Platte.

Bow and Arrow Boutique, a Kearney
women’s clothing store, expects to open
a new location at 509 N. Dewey St. Own-
er Becky Forbes said the boutique sells
fun, trendy fashion for women of all
ages at a reasonable price, keeping al-
most all clothing items under $50.

Forbes said that when she was seek-
ing out new locations, she felt there was
a need in North Platte for something
like her store.

“We have heard so many people tell
us that we should open a store in North
Platte,” Forbes said.

Forbes said business closures in the
city have created a market for a bou-
tique clothing store downtown, and the
North Platte location has a similar feel
to what has worked in Kearney.

“So many things have closed, but peo-
ple don’t want to drive an hour to find
cute and trendy clothes,” Forbes said.
She added that revitalizing downtown
is a trendy thing and that people want
to go to a place where they will get cus-
tomer service, something her store
takes pride in.

Forbes said she wants downtown
North Platte to grow. She does not look

And now we’re trying to return

NP residents responded to
the feat with awe, acceptance

By CHRISTIAN DAVENPORT
Washington Post News Service

WASHINGTON — The White
House has gone heavy on the
lofty rhetoric, calling its plan to
return humans to the lunar sur-
face the “challenge of our time.”
It’s set a Kennedyesque timeline
to pull off the feat — five years —
coupled with a dash of novelty:

this time a woman would leave
boot prints in the moon’s dusty
soil.

The endeavor even has mar-
quee branding to match that
goal — Artemis, in Greek my-
thology the twin sister of Apollo,
an unsubtle sign that NASA is
attempting not only to reach the
lunar surface but recall its glory
days.

But now, as NASA celebrates
the 50th anniversary of the Apol-
lo 11 moon landing, the agency
is scrambling to meet the White
House’s accelerated schedule and
is facing one of the biggest tests
since it fulfilled President’s Ken-
nedy’s pledge at the dawn of the
Space Age to go to the moon.

NASA

Astronaut Buzz Aldrin Jr.
poses for a photograph
beside the U.S. flag on the
moon July 20, 1969, during
the Apollo 11 mission.

Photo courtesy of Abbie Castaneda Photography

Becky Forbes, owner of Bow and Arrow
Boutique, wears a furry vest sold in the
Kearney store. Bow and Arrow will open
a second location in downtown North
Platte in September.
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Farm and ranch
store set to hire
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