
Jim Thompson straightens a flag at the headstone of a U.S Veteran
buried at the St. Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery.

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

North Platte Professional Firefighters Lo-
cal 831 has begun collecting donations for its
“Operation Warm” to provide winter coats
for school-age kids who need them.

The organization hopes to conclude the
collection of funds by Friday in order to pur-
chase the coats needed.

Scott Ambrose, a North Platte firefighter
and emergency medical technician, is head-
ing up the project.

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

After a long discussion, the Lincoln Coun-
ty commissioners voted Monday to continue
negotiations with the TreanorHL Inc. archi-
tecture firm to guide the Detention Center
expansion.

But some board members expressed con-
cern that Chairman Joe Hewgley will not
be part of the process. Commissioner Kent
Weems said his preference would be that
Hewgley be able to offer his expertise on the
project as a commissioner.
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Union Pacific Railroad lauds its efficiency push

By HENRY J. CORDES
BH News Service

In the past year, the average
length of a Union Pacific Rail-
road train has grown by about
21 freight cars.

The distance a typical freight
car travels in a day has climbed
by 20 miles to more than 200.

And the railroad now has
2,600 locomotives parked and
idled.

Those are some of the initial
results of the “precision sched-
uled railroading” plan Union
Pacific rolled out a year ago, a
strategy that seeks to stream-
line operations by running
trains faster and making more

efficient use of rolling assets.
But that drive for efficiency

has also taken a big toll on the
railroad’s workforce.

Just in the past year, the
Fortune 500 company that’s es-
sentially been based in Omaha
since Abraham Lincoln was
president has cut its nationwide
employee numbers by 5,700 to
about 36,700 — a reduction of
more than 13%. And its leaders
are projecting hundreds of addi-
tional job cuts yet this year.

The dive Union Pacific and
other railroads have taken into
precision scheduled railroad-
ing has been well received by
Wall Street. The operational
efficiencies lead to a lower “op-
erating ratio” — essentially the
percentage of each dollar re-
ceived that is spent running the
railroad. And that makes the
railroad more competitive and
profitable.

The increased operating ef-
ficiency helped Union Pacific

last week post a third-quarter
earnings gain of 3%. That was
despite the fact that total rail
volume was down by 8%.

“We have made a number of
changes in our operations in
the past year, and the results
have been outstanding,” said
Jim Vena, Union Pacific’s chief
operating officer.

But railway workers unions
see the industry’s efforts to
speed up trains and run more

Company says ‘outstanding’ results
year into new plan, but workforce down

County to
negotiate with
TreanorHL
on jail project
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Members express concern
over chairman Joe
Hewgley recusing himself

Annual ‘Operation
Warm’ to provide
winter coats for
school-age kids
Firefighters Local 831
hopes to pass $3,500, 160
coats in previous year
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Please see WARM, Page A2
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Jim Thompson, left, mows a path at the St. Patrick’s Catholic Cemetery with his friends and neighbors,
Sonny McCormick, center, and Neil Matthewson. The three have been volunteer caretakers for the 1.7
acre cemetery, located off State Farm Road in North Platte after their friend, Geno Johnston did it for more
than three decades.

Three men volunteering time to keep up cemetery

Stepping in for a friend
By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@npetelegraph.com

Three North Platte men spent
a recent sunny midweek morn-
ing driving their riding mowers
up and down the rows of the St.
Patrick Catholic Cemetery.

It was one of the final times
this year that at least one mem-
ber of the trio — Neil Matthew-
son, Jim Thompson and Sonny
McCormick — made the short
trip across State Farm Road to
tend to the grounds.

They aren’t getting paid to
do the work, nor were they
asked to do it. They are donat-
ing their time because they
want to maintain the cemetery
and continue the efforts begun
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