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n SIGN ON THE LINE
Pair of NPHS Bulldogs ink their

names to athletic letters of intent.
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Future beanstalk-climber Jack (Chris Terry) resists the urgings of his mother (Tia San Miguel) to sell their be-
loved cow Milky White in the opening scene of “Into the Woods.” The musical opens tonight for a two-weekend
run in the Fox Theatre at the Neville Center for the Performing Arts, 301 E. Fifth St.

Playhouse production of ‘Into the Woods’ premieres tonight

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

One has to pay close attention to
keep track of the goings-on in “Into
the Woods,” the 1986 Stephen Sond-
heim Broadway musical that opens
tonight in North Platte’s historic
Fox Theatre.

That’s especially important,
show director Ritch Galvan says,
because the multiple stories
audience members see on stage
will blend together and won’t turn
out the way they learned them as
children.

“People might be expecting to see
fairy tales, which they will see. But
it also covers what happens after
the fairy tale’s over,” said Galvan,
director of the joint production by
the North Platte Community Play-
house and North Platte Community
College.

“So it’s not necessarily a warm
and fuzzy story, but I think it’s a
poignant story of what means to be
a parent and even a child.”

Performances of “Into the
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Workers from Condon Signs of North
Platte lift the Fox Theatre’s original
1929 neon sign back into place Thurs-
day morning at the Neville Center for
the Performing Arts, 301 E. Fifth St.

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Sometimes people walk
right into historical coinci-
dences.

After a three-month refur-
bishing job with new paint
and lights, workers with Con-
don Signs in North Platte
hoisted and reattached the
Fox Theatre’s original 1929
neon sign Thursday morning
at the Neville Center for the
Performing Arts.

What they didn’t realize was
that the glamorous sign’s orig-
inal makers had first attached
it on the building’s southwest
corner practically 90 years
ago to the day.

That event was marked in

Theater’s
sign returns

Fairy tales at the Fox

Local
housing
market
heats up
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Houses line the Dancer Subdivision
at West Philip and Dixie avenues. Two
of the first five homes built have al-
ready sold.

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Nearly a year after the most recent
North Platte-Lincoln County hous-
ing study, local lists of homes for sale
are growing longer in the wake of
several tight years.

The average daily number of
homes for sale gradually rose by
87.3% between March and Septem-
ber for North Platte-based real estate
agents on the Multiple Listing Ser-
vice, according to monthly Lincoln
County Board of Realtors figures.

Though that figure has since re-
treated, two veteran North Platte
agents say they and their peers are
showing and briskly selling new or
existing homes — especially in the
$150,000 to $200,000 range — that
long had been in short supply.

“It’s finally changing,” said Nan-
cy Faulhaber, part founding owner
of Coldwell Banker in North Platte.
“You had people who lived in a
$150,000 house and wanted a $200,000
house, and they didn’t have anything
to buy. And now they do.”

September’s daily MLS listing av-
erage of 206 homes — the highest in
about seven years — fell to 198 for Oc-
tober and stood at 172 on Wednesday.

Even that figure remains well
ahead of the range of 100 to 130 homes
listed by North Platte-based agents
during 2017, 2018 and early 2019, said
Faulhaber and owner-broker Sheri
Bourne of Gateway Realty.

Veteran agents:
Sales sizzling in
$150K-$200K range

US Highway 83, state Highway 97
reopen for traffic following flooding
By PAUL HAMMEL
BH News Service

LINCOLN — State roads workers
said Thursday that they are making
progress in reopening flooded Sand
Hills highways.

U.S. Highway 83 south of Valentine
is now open for two-way traffic, and
Nebraska Highway 97 south of Mer-
ritt Reservoir has reopened for one-
way traffic, according to the Nebras-
ka Department of Transportation.

Weather permitting, the DOT

said that the roadway on Nebraska
61 north of Hyannis will be raised
using asphalt millings to deal with
water over the road there. That’s a
change of heart from two weeks ago,
when a DOT official said there was
little that could be done about flood-
ing there.

The high water and ice on High-
way 61 has caused worries and
forced detours for school bus driv-
ers, livestock trucks and mail vehi-
cles.

Abnormally high rainfall since

spring has flooded marshes and
ponds in the Sand Hills. As a re-
sult, highways and dozens of county
roads have been flooded.

Flooding in March also washed
out several bridges on the Niobrara
River. A DOT official said the bridge
between Atkinson and Butte on Ne-
braska 11 remains closed, and a tem-
porary bridge below Spencer Dam,
which collapsed during the flood, is
still carrying one-lane of traffic on
U.S. 281. Temporary bridges are also
in use near the town of Niobrara.
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High water and ice on Highway 61 have caused
worries and forced detours for school bus drivers,
livestock trucks and mail vehicles.
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