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NP school district celebrates improved rating
By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The North Platte school dis-
trict is celebrating its move
from “Good” to “Great” in the
2019 Accountability for a Quali-
ty Education System, Today and
Tomorrow ratings, said Vikki
Carlson, the district’s second-
ary director for teaching and
learning.

The Nebraska Department of
Education released the report
on Wednesday.

Overall improvement was
seen across North Platte Pub-
lic Schools with North Platte
High School and three elemen-
tary schools raising their level
of achievement from 2017-18 to
2018-19.

The data were gathered from
the 2019 spring assessment test
results.

There are six tenets of
AQuESTT and each school dis-
trict in the state provides evi-
dence of its comprehensive ap-
proach to those tenets.

“We are required by the state

to submit what is called evi-
dence-based analysis on each
one of the six tenets,” Carlson
said. “I think the important
thing to note is that when the
classification report comes to
us then and our ratings are giv-
en to us, that is only based on
three of the six tenets.”

The three tenets that all clas-
sification ratings are based on
are:

» Transitions: supports for
students transitioning between
grade levels,

» Educational opportunities
and access: Students should
have access to comprehensive
instructional opportunities
to be prepared for postsec-
ondary education and career
goals.

» Assessment: Multiple sourc-
es should be used to measure
student achievement of college-
and career-ready standards.

“North Platte Public Schools
really has cause for celebra-
tion,” Carlson said, “because

Graphic courtesy of the North Platte Public Schools District

A chart shows the North Platte Public School District’s ratings for the past two school years. This is the
second year the Department of Education has determined each district’s classification. A rating of one
means the school needs improvement, two is good, three is great and four is excellent.Please see SCHOOL, Page A2

NP firefighters train at Gerald Gentlemen station

Photos by Tim Johnson /
The North Platte Telegraph

Members of the North Platte Fire
Department battle the flames in a

propane tank fire simulator Wednes-
day night during a training exercise
at the Gerald Gentleman Station in
Sutherland. Seven members of the

North Platte Fire Department and
five individuals with the North Platte

Regional Airport Fire Department
took part in the training. The training
was led by Cy Tilford, the fire safety

leader for the Gerald Gentleman Fire
Department.

Into the fire

Local leaders
press city
for action on
housing issues

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

An informal group of North Platte commu-
nity leaders is pressing for action to correct
substandard housing conditions noted in last
year’s city-county housing study.

Great Plains Health officials Wednesday
identified correcting substandard housing as
one of five priorities in their third triennial
community health assessment.

“If you look at all the chronic diseases” like
respiratory problems, germs and rodent-car-
ried diseases, “a lot of them are attributable to

Familiar
problems top
GPH’s 3-year
health review
By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

North Platte leaders heard familiar problems
described Wednesday in Great Plains Health’s
third community health assessment — with a
plea to pool efforts to make things better.

The federally required assessment, which
updates earlier ones from 2013 and 2016, ranked
greater access to mental and behavioral health
care atop a list of five “key priorities” for the
2020-22 period.

Additional health “prevention education”

Please see ACTION, Page A2

Correcting substandard
housing is a priority in
community health report

Please see REVIEW, Page A3
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