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MaKenzie Gregory scrapes ice off her vehicle’s front windshield
Thursday as snow continues to fall in Scottsbluff. Gregory said she
didn’t know it was going to snow as much as it did.

SkyWest, Eye
Surgeons
Businesses
of the Year

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The North Platte Area Chamber and Develop-
ment Corp. announced its annual award recipi-
ents Thursday evening.

SkyWest/United Express Airlines and Eye
Surgeons of Nebraska were named co-Business-
es of the Year. Paws-a-Palooza dog day care is
New Business of the Year, Shae and Jeff Caldwell
are Entrepreneurs of the Year, Mike Jacobson
is Community Impact Volunteer of the Year and
Mel McNea is Business CEO of the Year.

North Platte Area
Chamber hands out
awards at annual banquet

Please see AWARDS, Page A2

Frigid storm brings heavy snow to
western Nebraska, cold across region

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

Since its opening 2½ years ago, Stapleton Co-
operative Market & Deli has held its own in its
communitywide effort to restore and keep local
grocery service in its part of the Sandhills.

Co-op leaders now hope to secure their proj-
ect’s future through a $100,000 capital campaign,
the bulk of which is needed to buy the grocery’s
home in downtown Stapleton, said board Presi-
dent Heather Harwager.

About $10,500 has been collected in donations
or through the purchase of co-op shares since
the campaign’s opening in July, said Harwager,
a founding board member.

RAPID CITY, S.D. (AP) — A
frigid storm moving through
the Great Plains on Thursday
forced school closures, caused
travel headaches and put farm-
ers and ranchers on edge.

Winter storm warnings and
watches stretched from Wyo-
ming and Montana through
western Nebraska and into the
Dakotas and Minnesota. The
storm was expected to blast the
region with strong winds and
dump at least 10 inches of snow
in areas. Blizzardlike condi-
tions could persist through Fri-
day, forecasters said.

Blowing and drifting snow

was making travel hazardous,
with wind gusts approaching 40
mph in some areas.

The National Weather Ser-
vice in Bismarck, North Dako-
ta, said a “potentially historic
October winter storm” was in
the making.

Dozens of school districts
canceled classes or started late
in South Dakota and western
Nebraska, including Chadron
State College in Chadron.

North Dakota Agricultural
Commissioner Doug Goehring
said the snow on top of a wet
autumn was causing “a great
deal of anxiety” for farmers

and ranchers. He urged those in
emotional distress to reach out
for help.

People in some communities
had to put aside their rakes for
snow shovels.

“The ground is warm under-
neath, so soon as you scoop it
the sidewalks are clear,” said
Drew Petersen, who owns a
drugstore in Chadron, where
more than 5 inches had fallen.

Petersen said his out-of-town
employees made it to work,
but they said the roads were
snow-covered and slushy.

Please see STORM, Page A2

Grocery co-op
sets out to buy
building in
Stapleton
Board hopes to raise $100,000
with communitywide effort
to bolster 2½-year-old store

Please see BUY, Page A2

Community observes Domestic Violence Awareness Month

Photos by Tim Johnson / The North Platte Telegraph

Crowd members watch
as about 100 purple

balloons are released
at Centennial Park
in North Platte on

Thursday afternoon in
observance of Nation-
al Domestic Violence

Awareness Month. The
balloons were released

after a proclamation
from North Platte Mayor

Dwight Livingston.
Organizations across

the country use purple
to signify domestic

violence awareness.

Lifting awareness
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