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Partly sunny today, then mostly
clear in the evening. Find our full
five-day forecast on page A8.
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A GREEN THUMB Extension educator David Lott hosts vegetable garden tour. FOCUS, PAGE C1
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Out of the gate
Huskers score 3 non-offensive TDs
in 35-21 victory over South Alabama.
SPORTS, PAGE B1

Email news tips to editor@nptelegraph.com or call 308-535-4707.SHARE YOUR STORIES:

The Associated Press

A child evacuated from a nearby cay drags his suitcase Saturday
as he arrives on a ship at Sweeting’s Cay, Grand Bahama, Baha-
mas, before the arrival of Hurricane Dorian.

Before Dorian, Florida groups
help immigrants get prepared

LAKE WORTH, Fla. (AP)
— As Hurricane Dorian head-
ed toward Florida, Natividad
Jimenez sat in front of a micro-
phone to tape a message in an
Ancient Maya language that
few in the world understand but
that’s spoken by thousands of
immigrants in the state.

In her native Mam, Jimenez
was urging Guatemalan immi-
grants to get water, cash and
gas, and to follow any evacua-
tion orders in areas with mobile

homes where many immigrants
live in the city of Lake Worth.

The messages recorded in
three different indigenous lan-
guages will be sent as mass
emergency text notifications,
and broadcast on speakers in
fire trucks around low-income
communities.

“Many Guatemalans live in
mobile homes. As much as you
tell them to please seek shelter,
they sometimes don’t get it. But
maybe the fire truck will help,”

Jimenez said.
Floridians have frantically

stocked up on gas to power gen-
erators and water to drink and
cook with, as Dorian strength-
ened into a major hurricane.
Forecasts early Saturday sug-
gested the storm would hug
Florida’s east coast and spare
it the worst effects of a direct
hit, while still menacing it with
dangerous storm surge.

Eastern Star
treats first
responders

By CLAYTON ANDERSON
clayton.anderson@nptelegraph.com

Members of the North Platte chapter
of the Order of The Eastern Star hosted
an ice cream social to honor first re-
sponders Saturday at Cody Park.

Members of the North Platte Police
Department, Lincoln County Sheriff’s
Office, Nebraska State Patrol and North
Platte Fire Department in attendance
received gifts from the organization.

The group was looking for an event to
get out in the public and interact with
the community, said Kristi Howell,
Worthy Matron of Signet Chapter 55 of
the Eastern Star in North Platte.

“We decided to honor our first re-
sponders, because we are very proud of
what they do,” Howell said. “We wanted
to give back.”

This is the first year the Eastern Star
has hosted the event and Howell said
they would like to try to do it again if
they can.

“It is important for our group to get
out in the community so people know
we are here and what we do,” Howell
said

Eastern Star members also were
handing out information about the Star
Dogs program that helps people in need
obtain therapy dogs. The Order of the
Eastern Star is part of the Masonic fam-
ily.

Local organization hosts
ice cream social for police,
fire, rescue personnel

Please see STAR, Page A2

By CLAYTON ANDERSON
clayton.anderson@nptelegraph.com

Family and friends of Lonnie
Strodtman were in attendance at
Holiday RV Park in North Platte
when he received a Quilt of Valor

Saturday in honor of his service
in the military.

Strodtman served for 9 years,
11 months and 6 days in the
Navy, serving six tours in Viet-
nam.

“It was a great honor,” Strod-
tman said. “It was the coming
home reception I never had com-
ing home from Vietnam.”

Strodtman’s quilt was No.

Please see HONOR, Page A2

‘It was a great honor’

Vietnam veteran receives Quilt of Valor

Clayton Anderson / The North Platte Telegraph

Maureen Childears, center, presents a Quilt of Valor to Lonnie Strodtman, right, a Navy veteran who
served nine years and served six tours in Vietnam. At left is Larry Baasch, who served with Strodtman and
nominated him to receive a quilt from the Quilt of Valor Foundation.
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