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After two months of thaw in 
March and April, business for 
Lincoln County’s hotels and motels 
burst out of its COVID-19 hiberna-
tion in May.

Their net lodging tax collections 
for the pre-summer month totaled 
$101,999, setting an all-time May 
record and beating the combined 
$91,551 from March through May 
2020 during the pandemic’s strict-
est health restrictions.

“We were excited about that,” 
said Lisa Burke, executive director 
of the North Platte/Lincoln County 
Visitors Bureau. “It’s indicative of 
people finally traveling and need-
ing to travel.”

May also wrapped up North 
Platte’s best-ever 12-month period 
for city sales taxes, according to 
the latest monthly totals from the 
Nebraska Department of Revenue.

Net collections for the month 
totaled $826,906, trailing only 
March’s $849,683 in online month-
to-month records dating to 2006. 

North Platte’s 1.5% city sales 
tax has netted $9,086,216 since 
last June, when it ended its own 
COVID-19 slump by crashing 
through the $800,000 monthly bar-
rier for the first time.

North Platte has set 10 monthly 
sales tax records over that time — 
four of them over $800,000 — while 
crushing its best calendar-year 
performance of $8.36 million for all 
of 2020. 

Annual totals have topped $8 
million only three other times, in 
2015, 2018 and 2019.

The Revenue Department col-
lects and reconciles county lodging 
and local sales taxes. It deducts 
small percentages of each for pro-
cessing costs before sending net 
payments back to counties and 
cities about six weeks after each 
month ends. 

Local leaders have credited 
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Breezy today, then clear in the eve-
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Lt. Gov. Mike Foley, left, North Platte Mayor Brandon Kelliher, 
City Administrator Matthew Kibbon, former North Platte Mayor 
Dwight Livingston, DP Management LLC President Brian Riley, 
Brester Construction owner Chris Brester, State Director of 
Housing & Field Services Sherly Hiatt and North Platte Chamber 
and Development President and CEO Gary Person participate in 
a groundbreaking ceremony Tuesday morning at Victory Vilage, a 
mixed apartment-commercial development at West A Street and 
Lakeview Boulevard in North Platte.

Next city 
budget 
calls for 
$3.3M 
reserve

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

About $3.3 million of the city 
of North Platte’s expected cash 
balance on Sept. 30 has been 
tagged for a formal cash re-
serve fund in its next annual 
budget.

Finance Director Dawn 
Miller outlined plans to 
meet the long-standing rec-
ommendation of the city’s 
auditing firm Tuesday as the 
City Council looked at prelimi-
nary 2021-22 budget figures.

After their nonvoting budget 
work session, council mem-
bers gave final approval to two 
ordinances — including one 
meant to enable an east-side 
housing development — in dis-
posing of the evening’s light 
regular agenda.

Information during the bud-
get session was confined to 
expectations for the city’s gen-
eral fund, which covers most 
essential services but accounts 
for just one-fifth of North 
Platte’s 2020-21 budget.

Total authorized spending 
for the fiscal year ending Sept. 
30 totaled $146.8 million, with 
two-fifths covering Municipal 
Light & Water and the other 
two-fifths a variety of smaller 
funds.

Council members are en-
couraged to share their 
opinions on proposed spend-
ing before they hold a 
thorough budget work ses-
sion in August, said Kibbon 
and Mayor Brandon Kelliher. 
Formal budget adoption is set 
for early September.

Miller said the city expects 
to have roughly $5.59 million 
on hand on Sept. 30, a combi-
nation of 2020-21 budget cuts, 
unexpectedly robust sales tax 
income and leftover cash from 
the end of the 2019-20 fiscal 
year.

Under the city’s longtime 
budgeting practice, all or most 
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Katie Abbott, 14, of Hershey gazes at her painted portrait of her cousin that she en-
tered in the Lincoln County Fair’s 4-H static exhibit judging Tuesday morning.

Please see TAX, Page A2

Static creations
By MACKENZIE DAHLBERG
mackenzie.dahlberg@nptelegraph.com

The Lincoln County Fairgrounds 
continued to fill with people Tuesday 
morning as 4-H exhibitors brought in 
their projects for the static exhibit and 
foods competitions.

Exhibitors could enter a wide variety 
of project areas, including science, en-
gineering and technology; agronomy; 
knitting and crochet; photography; and 
many others.

Exhibitors like Katie Abbott, 14, of 
Hershey placed items in a number of 
categories. She’s competing in two ar-

eas: home environment and foods.
“I like to try different things and do dif-

ferent projects, and see what other people 
are going to do, too,” Abbott said. “It’s cool 
to be able to compare our projects.”

In the home environment project 
area, Abbott entered a two-week project 
into the “Accessory — Outdoor Living” 
category. She built her own cornhole 
boards and painted them with silhouett-
ed trees, gray and white mountains, and 
a sunset.

“If one thing doesn’t work, just keep 
trying it again, and it’ll work out even-

Youths show off their yearlong projects at fair

Groundbreaking highlights program 
to bolster rural housing shortages
By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

Nebraska’s nation-low 2.5% 
unemployment rate could both 
be cause for celebration and a 
challenge for employers across 
the state, says Lt. Gov. Mike 
Foley. 

“Everywhere I go, people are 
begging, ‘Just send me work-
ers, warm bodies ... and I will 
put them to work,’” Foley said 
Tuesday morning. “But when 
those employers find workers, 
the question is ‘Where are they 
going to live?’”

Foley’s remarks came 
during a groundbreaking cer-

emony for Victory Village, a 
mixed apartment-commercial 
development at West A Street 
and Lakeview Boulevard in 
North Platte.

The ceremony came four 
months after construction be-
gan on the first of two sets of 10 
eight-plex apartment buildings 
on the north end of the site.

Those one- and two-bed-
room units are expected to 
be available for occupancy by 
November, according to DP 
Management LLC President 
Brian Riley. The complex will 
also offer a clubhouse, pool 
and fitness room. 

The project involves fund-
ing from the Nebraska Rural 
Workforce Housing Fund, 
which helps communities 
across Nebraska increase 
their supply of quality homes 
for their workforce. 

The fund, part of the state’s 
Rural Workforce Housing 
Investment Act signed into 
law in 2017, initially provided 
$7 million for housing projects 
to communities in counties 
with populations of less than 
100,000. 

An additional $10 million 
was allocated in 2020 to the 
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