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n BACK IN TIME North Platte High School’s theater department
prepares for performance of ‘Soda Pop’. LOCAL, PAGE A3
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Mail carrier Pam Mathews collected every balloon Lake Maloney
residents left for her Friday on her neighborhood route that she has
had for most of her 24-year career with the Postal Service.

Lake Maloney postal customers
say goodbye to longtime carrier
By CLAYTON ANDERSON
clayton.anderson@nptelegraph.com

The mailboxes along South
Maloney Drive and around
Lake Maloney Golf Course were
decorated with balloons Friday
to celebrate longtime mail car-
rier Pam Mathews’ last day on
the route.

Mathews has worked for the
U.S. Postal Service for 24 years
and has spent most of that time
on one route, where she built re-
lationships with people whose
mail she delivered day in and
day out.

Lake Maloney resident Patti

Harkreader bought 20 balloons
and delivered them to some
houses along the route to add
to others that had already been
put up. Mathews picked up ev-
ery one of those balloons.

The effort was started by
Mathews’ daughter Billie Jo Lit-
tell, who has worked at the post
office with her for 17 years. Lit-
tell wrote to ask people on the
route to put balloons on their
mailboxes to honor Mathews.
Littell said Mathews always told
her that she had the best people
on her route.

Harkreader and Celine Saw-
yer, secretary and treasurer of

the Lake Maloney Homeowners
Association, worked together to
make Mathews’ last day memo-
rable. Sawyer also sent out let-
ters to get homeowners associa-
tion members involved.

“We really appreciate her,
she has just been awesome,”
Harkreader said. “You can trust
her with your mail. A lot of us
are gone at times and she stops
our mail or holds it for us.”

Harkreader said Mathews did
things like bringing big packag-
es straight to her door or taking
money for extra postage stamps

Reward
offered
in animal
cruelty case

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

A reward is being offered in an animal
cruelty case that led to a dog’s death in
North Platte this week.

Paws-itive Partners has put up $500 for
the arrest and prosecution of whoever
was responsible for the death of the box-
er-pit bull mix. The dog was intentionally
burned, officials say, and it died from its
injuries Thursday afternoon.

By HENRY J. CORDES
BH News Service

LINCOLN — Nebraska unveiled plans
Friday for a $155 million, 350,000-square-
foot complex that will house the Husker
football program.

The new complex is the biggest project
in the history of Nebraska athletics and
should once again make Husker facilities
among the best in the country — a status
that had slipped in recent years amid the
never-ending arms race in college football.

The facility will provide the Nebraska
football program with a new locker room,
strength and conditioning center, athletic
medicine facility, equipment room, meet-
ing rooms, coaches’ offices and an addi-
tional outdoor practice facility. It will also
have dining and study areas open to all
student-athletes with the goal of bringing
all 600-plus NU athletes closer to campus.

Huskers unveil
plans for $155
million facility

Police searching for leads
in death of 6-year-old dog
found with severe burns

Get this party started

Bootlegger’s Bash kicks off Fox’s 90th birthday celebration

Photos by Tim Johnson / The North Platte Telegraph

Above: Rob Martinson plays the
bass as part of a trio that was
the backdrop to the Bootlegger
Birthday Bash on Friday at the
North Platte Community Play-
house. The event is part of the
celebration for the opening night
of the play “Drinking Habits”
and also a nod to for the Fox
Theater’s 90th year. Those in
attendance were encouraged
to wear 1920s-era clothing for
the speakeasy party. At left:
Bartender Tammi Ramsey pours
a glass of apple pie-flavored
“moonshine” during the Boot-
legger Birthday Bash at the
North Platte Community Play-
house.
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Moos: State-of-the-art
project will help Nebraska
to ‘create the future’

Please see FACILITY, Page A2
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