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Even with record snowfall
and post-Christmas shopping
and travel slowdowns, North
Platte’s city sales tax and Lin-
coln County’s lodging tax set
monthly records in January.

The city’s 1.5% sales tax net-
ted $768,285 for 2023’s first
month, 9.8% ahead of 2022’s
January record of $699,552, in
the latest reports from the Ne-
braska Department of Revenue.

It marked North Platte’s sixth
straight monthly record for net
sales tax income and 22nd in the
past 24 months dating to March
2021.

The city’s sales tax will rise
from 1.5% to 2% April 1, when
the voter-approved half-cent
increase for improving North
Platte’s recreation facilities
takes effect.

The county’s 4% hotel-motel
tax brought in a net $50,125 in
January, 4.5% better than the
same month in 2022 and $425
ahead of the previous record of
$49,700 in January 2016.

Proceeds from both state
and county lodging taxes must
be used for tourism promo-
tion under state law. Nebraska
charges a 5.5% sales tax and 1%
hotel-motel tax on top of local
taxes.

North Platte has received a
net $5.15 million in city sales
taxes through the first six

Sales tax
continues
to break
records

TELEGRAPH STAFF REPORTS

Snowmelt in the North Platte
River Basin above Glendo Dam is
expected to be 20% higher than
normal this spring and summer,
as compared with the 30 year
average.

The projection, released by the

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, puts
the total snowmelt runoff from
April through July at 1,100,000
acre-feet above Glendo.

As of Feb. 28, the combined
storage content in the North
Platte Reservoirs was 1,264,700
af, which is 76% of the 30-year
average. The conservation stor-
age capacity of the reservoir sys-
tem is approximately 2,815,800
af, leaving 1,551,100 af of space
available.

Glendo Dam in eastern Wyo-

ming is upstream and approxi-
mately 80 sky miles northwest of
Scottsbluff.

Reclamation’s Wyoming Area
Office operates seven reservoirs
on the North Platte River with
Seminoe Reservoir farthest up-
stream. Guernsey Reservoir, a
little downstream of Glendo,
is the last one before the river
crosses the Nebraska line and
reaches Lake McConaughy. This
system provides irrigation sup-
ply to hundreds of thousands of

acres of farmland and produces
power generation from 6 pow-
erplants which supply power to
tens of thousands of homes.

The five dams between Sem-
inoe and Guernsey are Kortes,
Pathfinder, Alcova, Gray Reef
and Glendo.

As of Feb. 28, releases were 530
cubic feet per second from Sem-
inoe Reservoir, feeding Miracle
Mile, a popular trout fishing area

LISA MASCARO, CHRIS MEGERIAN
AND PAUL WISEMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — After the
sudden collapse of Silicon Val-
ley Bank, California Democratic
Rep. Maxine Waters started fu-
riously working the phones to
find out what was going on with
the failed lender — and what
would happen to its panicked
depositors.

Waters, former chair of the
House Financial Services Com-

mittee, had her doubts that an-
other bank would step up as a
savior and buy the defunct in-
stitution.

“Banks don’t just wake up
and say: ‘Oh, there’s a problem
with another significant bank
and they’ve collapsed. Let’s just
take it over,’” she said.

So began a frenetic weekend
of nonstop briefings with reg-
ulators, lawmakers, adminis-
tration officials and President
Joe Biden himself about how to
handle the demise of the na-
tion’s 16th-biggest bank and a
go-to financial institution for
tech entrepreneurs.

At the core of the problem
was tens of billions of dollars

— including money companies
needed to meet payrolls — sitting
in Silicon Valley Bank accounts
that were not protected by fed-
eral deposit insurance that only
goes up to $250,000.

Something needed to be done,
federal officials agreed, before
Asian stock markets opened
Sunday evening and other banks
faced the potential for waves of
panicked withdrawals Monday
morning.

“We were racing against the
clock,” said Bharat Ramamurti,
deputy director of the National
Economic Council.

Waters was right to be skeptical

How Washington came to rescue US banks
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A pedestrian walks past a Silicon Valley Bank Private branch Tuesday in San
Francisco.

CHRIS DUNKER
Lincoln Journal Star

A co-sponsor of a bill that
would ban most abortions once
cardiac activity was detected in
an embryo said he had “signer’s
remorse” in voting the bill out of
committee earlier this year.

On Wednesday, Sen. Merv Riepe
of Ralston introduced an amend-

ment to the so-called “heartbeat
bill” (LB 626) that would instead
lower Nebraska’s existing ban
on abortion from 20 weeks to 12
weeks.

“I’ve spoken with some other
senators, who will remain name-
less, who said they think a 12-
week (ban) is more reasonable,
more acceptable,” Riepe said.

A 12-week ban was put forward
by then-Speaker Mike Hilgers
last summer as the subject of a
proposed special legislative ses-
sion after the U.S. Supreme Court
reversed the 50-year-old Roe v.

Wade decision in June.
Thirty senators — nearly all

Republicans, as well as Omaha
Sen. Mike McDonnell, a Demo-
crat — signed a letter supporting
Hilgers’ proposal last August.
Backers needed 33 senators to call
a special session.

Riepe, a Republican who re-
placed Sen. Steve Lathrop, a
Democrat who chose not to seek
re-election last year, said 23 sen-
ators who supported that measure
returned to the Legislature this
year along with 13 new senators
who support increased restric-

tions on abortion, but the 12-week
proposal did not resurface.

Instead, senators were asked
to sign onto LB 626 before it was
introduced in January, Riepe said,
and while he supported it, he said
he and others have come to view
the legislation as “tantamount to
a total ban.”

If adopted by the Legislature,
Riepe’s amendment would more
than double the amount of time
women could seek a legal abortion
from the parameters now included
in LB 626. Medical professionals
say cardiac activity can be de-

tected in an embryo at about six
weeks.

He said women who have irreg-
ular menstrual cycles might learn
they are pregnant after the six-
week restriction now being pro-
posed. Those who do might not
have the resources to seek abor-
tion care in other states where
abortion remains legal, he added.

“And I don’t want women
to, out of desperation, seek to
self-abort, or quite frankly, do-
self harm because of being so

Lawmaker contemplates 12-week ban
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BALMY SPRING PREVIEW WEDNESDAY, RUDE WINTER REMINDER THURSDAY
These cows were eager for photographic publicity Wednesday afternoon as they moved toward the fence of their pasture just west of North
Platte, along North Homestead Road and south of the old Taft School building. Spring’s nearness was evident as temperatures neared 74 degrees
just after 4 p.m. Wednesday. But west central Nebraskans were expected to wake up Thursday to 1 to 3 inches of snow and strong northerly
winds gusting up to 50 mph. Most of the region faces a winter weather advisory through 7 p.m. CT (6 p.m. MT), while Custer County and several
counties to its north and east are under a winter storm warning, said the National Weather Service office at Lee Bird Field.

Snow pack 20% higher than normal

Co-sponsor of
abortion bill admits
‘signer’s remorse’

City nets $768K
in January, breaks
high of $699K

Reclamation says
runoff expected to
be $1.1M acre feet

Democrat effort
draws criticism
from Republicans
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