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n FINDING SIGNATURE WIN  Huskers turn to Big Ten schedule 
looking for a big victory to define season. LOCAL, PAGE A3
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Sunny today, then mainly clear in 
the evening. Find our full five-day 
forecast on page A8.

HIGH: 79  LOW: 44 Thank you for reading 
Today’s Telegraph.
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Courtesy of Lincoln County Historical Museum

Dorothy Loncar (later VanBuskirk), center, and Margaret 
McEvoy present an unidentified sailor with a gift basket in about 
1943 in their role as volunteer “platform girls” at North Platte’s 
World War II Canteen. Dorothy, who died April 17 in Hastings at 
age 95, was one of three sisters who volunteered there alongside 
mother and key Canteen leader Rose Loncar.

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

A Denver television station 
recently received a Regional 
Emmy award for a November 
2020 documentary that began 
by featuring North Platte’s 
World War II Canteen.

KDVR-TV Fox 31, a sister sta-
tion to KWGN-TV Channel 2, 
was honored for its half-hour 
film “Veterans Voices: Heroes 
of the Heartland.”

Four people with North 
Platte ties appear in the first 

10 minutes of the documenta-
ry, winner in the “Historical/
Cultural — Short Form 
Content” category at the July 
17 Heartland Chapter Regional 
Emmy Awards presentation.

Rounding out the film were 
segments on the wartime 
Naval Ammunition Depot out-
side Hastings and a German 
prisoner-of-war camp near 
Greeley, Colorado.

Readers can view “Heroes of 
the Heartland” and its home-
front stories online at kdvr.

com/video/veterans-voices-he-
roes-of-the-heartland/6013368.

KDVR anchor/produc-
er Jeremy Hubbard and 
photographer James Long 
visited the Lincoln County 
Historical Museum last 
September for the documen-
tary, said museum director/
curator Jim Griffin.

The crew shot footage of the 
museum’s Canteen display, 
and Hubbard, who served as 
narrator, introduces the film’s 
segments in front of the muse-
um’s Union Pacific Railroad 
caboose.

“It’s great they won the 
Emmy, because it will stand 

Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

Tim Vanderheiden, playing Tevye, and the cast of “Fiddler on the Roof” rehearse Monday night in prepa-
ration for opening night. The popular musical will be performed Friday through Sunday and Oct. 1-3 at the 
North Platte Community Playhouse in North Platte.

Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

Avram (Dennis Fornander), left, argues with Yussel (Sam Fornander) 
in an opening scene of the popular musical “Fiddler on the Roof.”

GPH says to 
expect waits 
with hospital 
at capacity

By SUSAN SZUCH
susan.szuch@nptelegraph.com

People visiting Great Plains Health’s 
emergency room should expect a wait 
before being seen, according to Chief 
Executive Officer Mel McNea.

During a press conference Tuesday 
afternoon, McNea and Chief Nursing 
Officer Tina Pate discussed the current 
state of the hospital as COVID-19 cases 
increase in the community. McNea said 
that while the hospital and clinics are 
still open, GPH is full and holding pa-
tients in the emergency room.

It’s a problem that is being seen across 
the state, Pate said.

CEO Mel McNea: 
‘We are treating more 
patients with less staff’

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Tevye talks to God often 
as he navigates life as a Jew 
living in Russia during the 
Communist takeover at the 
turn of the 20th century in the 
popular musical “Fiddler on 
the Roof.”

Darrell Drullinger directs 
the popular musical and Tim 
Vanderheiden is cast in the 
lead role for the production 
that opens Friday at the North 
Platte Community Playhouse. 
The Playhouse moved its 2020 
scheduled shows into 2021 af-
ter having to cancel last year’s 
season due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“It was heartbreaking 
— does this mean we’re nev-
er going to get to do it?” 
Drullinger recalled.

The good news is the show 
will go on and the story of 

Presenting a classic

After year delay, Playhouse stages ‘Fiddler on the Roof’

Please see ROOF, Page A2

Please see GPH, Page A2

Canteen spot part of Emmy
Denver TV station wins award for 
documentary featuring NP portion

Please see CANTEEN, Page A2

By GRANT SCHULTE
The Associated Press

LINCOLN (AP) — The top leader of 
Nebraska’s Legislature warned Tuesday 
that he will end the special session con-
vened to draw new congressional and 
legislative maps if lawmakers fail to ad-
vance both measures by Saturday, a move 
that would likely delay the state’s May 
2022 primary election.

Speaker of the Legislature Mike 
Hilgers said he’d prefer to approve all of 
the redistricting maps in the current spe-
cial session, but the Republican senator 
added that he’s not going to continue if 
lawmakers keep failing to reach an agree-
ment.

Speaker says 
redistricting 
session may end 
without maps
Hilgers: Lawmakers will 
go home if plans not 
advanced by Saturday

Please see MAPS, Page A2
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