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Sunny today, then partly cloudy in
the evening. Find our full five-day
forecast on page A8.
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PEACE ON THE PLAINS The story of William T. Sherman and Spotted Tail’s North Platte truce. FOCUS, PAGE C1
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Back on track
Behind 238 yards and 4 touchdowns on the

ground, the Huskers bounced back with a
44-8 win over Northern Illinois on Saturday.

SPORTS, PAGE B1
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Pals hosts
2nd Western
Nebraska
Beer Festival

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Pals Brewing Co. was “hopping” with
customers on Saturday at the second annu-
al Western Nebraska Craft Beer Festival.

A hoppy beer showcases the flavor and
aroma of the hops. Hops can do amazing
things to beer. From fruity to piney to
earthy to floral, hops can provide a huge
range of flavor.

Amy Oettinger, co-owner of Pals Brew-
ing Co. said there were 12 breweries partic-
ipating in the festival.

“Each brewery brought about 4 to 5 beers
for everyone to sample,” Oettinger said.
“Each brewery is unique in the way they
brew the beer and the batch that they put
out.”

She said the breweries love to get cre-
ative.

“Whether it’s a vanilla-flavored beer or
a fruit beer, each brewery has a different
taste so that’s a great thing,” Oettinger
said. “It’s a really great educational time
for customers.”

The festival offered not only craft beer,
but other fun events including cornhole.

“We’ve got live music by the OK Sisters,
some vendors, pizza by the slice at the
Grain Bin Bar and it’s just a great time,”
Oettinger said. “It is a great turnout and
it’s just such a nice way for people to be
able to sample all these different craft
beers.”

Breweries from around
region on hand for event
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Pals Brewing Co. hosted the second an-
nual Western Nebraska Craft Beer Festival
on Saturday in North Platte.

After Shopko’s end, what comes next?
Cities around the state slowly finding out
By JEFFREY ROBB
BH News Service

After Shopkos shuttered around Ne-
braska, a few communities are seeing
movement to replace the stores with
another retail outlet.

But one Omaha real estate execu-
tive says people shouldn’t expect re-
tail stores to resurface in every for-
mer Shopko building.

“Probably not, especially if they’re
one user,” said Trenton Magid, execu-
tive vice president of NAI NP Dodge.

As stores everywhere face continu-
ing turmoil from a shifting retail
market, Nebraskans have felt the
biggest loss from the closure of every
Shopko across the state.

Just in the last couple of years,
Younkers closed stores in Omaha,
Lincoln and Grand Island. The loss
of Toys R Us affected the two largest
cities. Herberger’s closings reached
Nebraska’s larger cities — Hastings,
Kearney, Norfolk, North Platte and
Scottsbluff.

But Shopko’s loss was the most
widespread, affecting at least two doz-
en communities big and small, from
Omaha to Ord to Ogallala, Kimball
to Valentine, Wayne to Falls City.
The stores anchored suburban strip
malls and provided goods at small-
town Shopko Hometown stores. They
once employed more than 1,400 peo-
ple around the state, according to the
State of Nebraska.

Yet the turnover is starting.

Please see SHOPKO, Page A2

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

WELLFLEET — The small
town of Wellfleet filled up with
folks from across Nebraska and,

yes, even Texas at the annual Fall
Festival on Saturday.

There are just under 80 resi-
dents, but on Saturday there were
more than 10 times that number

of people celebrating with the
townsfolk. The event has been
going on since the 1950s and cel-
ebrates the community bringing

A long time celebrating

More than Wellfleet’s own honor town’s heritage
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Youngsters of all ages dig through a hay bale looking for quarters, dimes, nickels and pennies at the an-
nual Wellfleet Fall Festival on Saturday. The pennies were the best catch because they were worth $100 to
the finder.

Please see WELLFLEET, Page A2
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