
The Huskers, filled
with new faces, take
on Illinois.
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By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The Salvation Army’s Red
Kettle campaign began in 1891,
and Major Harold Poff said the
funds raised at Christmastime
make up 40% to 50% of its an-
nual budget.

“If we don’t do well at
Christmas, we’re struggling to
help people next summer,” Poff
said. “We also use that money
to provide Christmas food for
families.”

Poff said the Army also does
the Angel Tree project that
provides gifts for the children
of those families.

“We partner with Santa Cop

with the North Platte police as
well,” Poff said. “We work to-
gether and they generally help
families with the smaller chil-
dren and we take families with
older children or kids both old-
er and younger.”

The Red Kettle is the most
familiar of the Army’s fund-
raising events. Poff said the
goal for the North Platte Red
Kettle campaign is $58,000,
while the local total Christmas
goal is $180,100.

“We not only use volun-
teers, but we also pay some
people to ring (the Red Kettle
bells),” Poff said. “Across the
board so far, both paid and

volunteer, we’ve had a drop-
off in the number of people
available.”

He said the main reason has
been concern over COVID-19.

“It’s definitely taken a toll
in volunteers and donations,”
Poff said.

There are other means of
making donations even if no
one is manning the kettle.

“We started this last year
and really ramped it up this
year,” Poff said. “We call it
‘Kettle Pay’ and on all of our
kettle stands that has a QR
(Quick Response) code and
an NFC button you can scan
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Major Harold Poff of the North Platte Salvation Army points to
the QR code and the NFC button on the Red Kettle stands if folks
want to donate to the annual campaign that funds the operations
as well as Christmas projects for the ministry.

Salvation Army highlights hands-off giving
opportunities as kettle campaign begins

Please see KETTLE, Page A2

GPH explains
bed situation
amid pandemic

Park play
area designs
released by
NP group

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

After input from children and community
members, Playgrounds by Leathers has designed
the proposed “community build” playground at
Centennial Park.

Emily Wurl and Tauni Morris unveiled the de-
sign on a Facebook Live event on Friday evening.
The community group formed to spearhead the
playground project is hoping to begin the next
step of realizing the dream of and for kids.

“In the summer of 2019, my family came back

North Platte residents team
with playground company
for Centennial Park layout

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

Great Plains Health Chief Nursing Officer Tina
Pate on Friday explained the hospital’s available
bed capacity and staffing in regard to COVID-19
care.

“There’s really been a lot of confusion in the
community about how we define bed capacity,”
Pate said during a press conference at GPH. “It
has been reported that we have been licensed for
116 beds, and I’d like to explain what beds we have
available for patients and where we are for staff-
ing.”

Pate said the hospital is licensed for 116 beds,
but of those, 19 are for the behavioral health unit,
11 for labor patients, four for pediatrics and four
for the neonatal intensive care unit.

Hospital says it has 78 beds
for capacity, 40 staff members
quarantining because of virus

Please see PLAY, Page A2

Please see GPH, Page A2

Brownish-black smoke plumes
rose from as many as four

separate locations Friday af-
ternoon as firefighters battled
a grass fire just north of Lake

Maloney. Above: Multiple burn
zones can be seen in the dis-

tance west on North Lake Road
as firefighters battled a grass

fire just north of Lake Maloney
Friday afternoon. The larg-

est one (left background) was
located near the north retain-
ing wall, roughly due south of
the intersection of North Lake

Road and South Buffalo Road.
North Platte firefighters quick-

ly called for mutual aid after the
grass fire was called in about
1 p.m. The smoke was reced-
ing roughly 45 minutes later.
At right: This view from the
lake’s eastern shore shows

the largest plume just beyond
the north retaining wall, rough-
ly due south of the intersection
of North Lake Road and South

Buffalo Road. North Platte
firefighters quickly called for

mutual aid after the grass fire
was called in about 1 p.m. The

smoke was receding roughly
45 minutes later.
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Smoke-filled afternoon

NP, area crews battle multiple fires near Lake Maloney

http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=0dec6051-1449-5309-a61c-2b3b3f52b195
http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=0dec6051-1449-5309-a61c-2b3b3f52b195
http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=0dec6051-1449-5309-a61c-2b3b3f52b195
http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=0dec6051-1449-5309-a61c-2b3b3f52b195
http://nptelegraph.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=0dec6051-1449-5309-a61c-2b3b3f52b195

