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McCook tops North
Platte tennis 9-0 in
Tuesday.
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Planning gives
nod to Chief
I-80 proposal

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@
nptelegraph.com

The first stage of Chief
Development Inc.’s three-
pronged North Platte invest-
ment plan needed little time
Tuesday to breeze through
the city’s Planning Commis-
sion.

No one spoke at a public
hearing before the panel vot-
ed 8-0 to endorse a redevel-
opment plan for the $3.5 mil-
lion opening phase of Iron
Trail Industrial Park south
of Interstate 80.

North Platte’s Community
Redevelopment Authority
will meet Thursday morn-
ing to take up the plan,
which calls for $610,000 in
tax increment financing to
help install streets and util-
ities on the project’s initial 7
acres.

If the CRA backs the proj-
ect, the City Council would
hold a public hearing and
vote on Iron Trail at its Oct.
1 meeting. The CRA session
starts at 8 a.m. in the confer-
ence room at City Hall, 211
W. Third St.

Future phases of Iron
Trail would require separate
redevelopment plans and
TIF proposals, according to
the Phase 1 plan advanced

Company moving
forward with 1st
of 3 developments

Please see CHIEF, Page A2

The Associated Press

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of California reads a statement
Tuesday announcing a formal impeachment inquiry into President
Donald Trump, on Capitol Hill in Washington.

Pelosi orders impeachment
probe: ‘No one is above the law’

WASHINGTON (AP) — House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi launched
a formal impeachment inquiry
against President Donald Trump
on Tuesday, yielding to mounting
pressure from fellow Democrats
and plunging a deeply divided
nation into an election-year clash
between Congress and the com-
mander in chief.

The probe focuses partly on
whether Trump abused his pres-
idential powers and sought help
from a foreign government to
undermine Democratic foe Joe
Biden and help his own reelec-
tion. Pelosi said such actions
would mark a “betrayal of his
oath of office” and declared, “No
one is above the law.”

The impeachment inquiry, af-
ter months of investigations by
House Democrats of the Trump
administration, sets up the par-
ty’s most direct and consequen-
tial confrontation with the pres-
ident, injects deep uncertainty
into the 2020 election campaign
and tests anew the nation’s con-
stitutional system of checks and
balances.

Trump, who thrives on com-
bat, has all but dared Democrats
to take this step, confident that
the specter of impeachment led
by the opposition party will bol-
ster rather than diminish his po-
litical support.

Meeting with world leaders at
the United Nations, he previewed

his defense in an all-caps tweet:
“PRESIDENTIAL HARASS-
MENT!”

Pelosi’s brief statement, deliv-
ered without dramatic flourish
but in the framework of a con-
stitutional crisis, capped a fre-
netic weeklong stretch on Cap-
itol Hill as details of a classified
whistleblower complaint about
Trump burst into the open and
momentum shifted toward an im-
peachment probe.

For months, the Democrat-
ic leader has tried calming the
push for impeachment, saying
the House must investigate the
facts and let the public decide.

Please see PROBE, Page A2

Group looks into
streamlining,
improving city’s
recycling program

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

Could North Platte even-
tually move away from
curbside service and collec-
tion bins for its recycling
program and instead just
have a centralized location
for residents to drop off
their plastics, paper and
aluminum material in the
city?

It was just one suggestion

floated out in a hour-long
discussion at First National
Bank. Organized by Keep
North Platte/Lincoln Coun-
ty Beautiful, a group of
roughly 20 people, includ-
ing some North Platte City
Council members, fired off
ideas to improve or stream-
line services as costs for re-
cycling continue to increase
while revenue declines.

The group plans to pick
up discussions again in a
few weeks with a another
meeting tentatively set for
Oct. 8.

“We need to get some
ideas and answers on what

Keep North Platte/
Lincoln County
Beautiful hosts 1st
of series of meetings

Please see RECYCLE, Page A2

Playhouse to present ‘Drinking Habits’

Of wine and secrets

Job Vigil / The North Platte Telegraph

Sister Philamena, left, played by Staysha Adams, tries to sneak away with bottles she
and Sister Augusta, right, played by Amber Martinson, are going to fill with wine as Mother
Superior, Jacque Harmes, tries to get to the bottom of the convent’s secret wine-making
enterprise. The production of “Drinking Habits” will open on Friday at the North Platte Com-
munity Playhouse.

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

We know her as the News
Director at KNOP-TV, but
after the next two week-
ends, we will see her in a
completely different light.

Jacque Harms has taken
on the role of Mother Su-
perior in the production of
“Drinking Habits” and has
embraced the opportunity.
The play opens Friday at the
North Platte Community
Playhouse.

“I thought the hardest
part of the whole endeavor
was going to be memorizing
the lines,” Harms said. “It’s
more character develop-
ment. The challenge is real-
ly trying to be a very pious
Mother Superior.”

This is Harms first “adult
foray into theater” and she
said she is enjoying the ex-
perience.

“I’ve always wanted to do
it,” Harms said.

The play is about a small

convent: The Sisters of Per-
petual Sewing, which hous-
es just three nuns. However,
Sister Philamena and Sister
Augusta, played by Staysha
Adams and Amber Martin-
son, respectively, run a se-
cret wine-making operation
in an effort to keep the con-
vent functioning — all while
keeping it hidden from from
the eyes of Mother Superior.

Sisters Philamena and Au-
gusta aren’t the only ones
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