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Partly clear today, then a chance of
storms in the evening. Find our full
five-day forecast on page A8.
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n OVERCOMING THE ODDS
Western Nebraska native Nate
Lashley wins PGA Tour event.
SPORTS, PAGE B1

When life changes, find a home that fits.

Go to fnbo.com/mortgage or visit a branch to get pre-approved.

Let’s work together for your mortgage preapproval.
You’ll be able to start the next chapter with ease.

Member FDIC

Notice to Telegraph Readers
NO PRINTED EDITION ON

THURSDAY, JULY 4
We will publish an ONLINE EDITION at www.nptelegraph.com.

Call 308-532-6000 to sign up for digital access.

NLD ticket
sales begin
on July 15

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The lineup is set for the 2020 Nebraska-
land Days U.S. Cellular Summer Jam Con-
cert Series and ticket sales begin soon.

Luke Combs will be the headliner on
June 26, 2020, and Toby Keith will take the
stage on June 27, 2020. Presales will start
at 9 a.m. July 15 and go through 5 p.m.
July 16.

Treasurer’s
Office report
expected
after holiday
By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

A state report on the Lincoln County
Treasurer’s Office in the wake of coun-
ty commissioners’ removal of Treasurer
Lorie Koertner should become public after
the Fourth of July holiday.

The County Board added little Monday
to its previous statements on the matter
as they approved a brief formal response
to a draft “attestation” of the treasurer’s
books by the Nebraska Auditor of Public
Accounts.

Commissioners voted 4-0 to tell auditor’s
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People swim in Lake Maloney Monday at South Beach, south of
North Platte. The popular beach area is bound to be more crowded
come the Fourth of July. Nebraska Department of Health and Hu-
man Services is encouraging swimmers to be safe while enjoying
the holiday.

NPPD urging caution around
waterways during holiday weekend
By CLAYTON ANDERSON
clayton.anderson@nptelegraph.com

With increased traffic during
Fourth of July festivities, Ne-
braska Public Power District
encourages safety for those en-
joying recreational activities in
NPPD’s water system.

NPPD’s water system includes
Sutherland Reservoir, Lake Ma-
loney, portions of Lake Ogallala
and the 60-mile-long Sutherland
Canal. All are open for public
use and have become popular

locations for recreational activ-
ities — primarily boating and
fishing along with swimming at
designated locations, according
to a press release from NPPD.

The district urges people to be
cautious around the water, espe-
cially along the Sutherland Ca-
nal, a popular area for fishing.

“We have had a few incidents
where individuals have gone
into the water along the canal
system, for one reason or an-
other, and have been unable

to get out on their own, due to
the steep banks of the canal,”
said NPPD Director of Safety
Chris Overman.

Because of those steep banks
and swift water, no wading,
boating or watercraft are per-
mitted in the canal. Anglers
fishing from the banks are ad-
vised to wear life jackets and
should be there with a partner
or let others know where they
are fishing. Emergency buoys

Please see SAFETY, Page A2

Luke Combs to perform
June 26, Toby Keith June
27 at Wild West Arena

Please see TICKET, Page A2

Please see REPORT, Page A2
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The North Platte High School SkillsUSA Open and Closing Ceremonies team celebrates its national cham-
pionship at the SkillUSA National Leadership and Skills Conference on Friday in Louisville, Kentucky. Team
members are Kainin Wilson, left, Mia Hilber-Hansmeier, Hannah Rosenof, Carli Fudge, Jestynne Crankshaw,
Sarah Phares and Rebecca Ady.

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

For just a moment they all
thought they didn’t even place
when the announcement was
made. But then they realized they
were “Team J, Nebraska” and the
celebration began.

The North Platte High School
SkillsUSA Opening and Closing

Ceremonies team won a national
championship this weekend in
Louisville, Kentucky. The team of
seven, who will all be seniors in
the upcoming school year, made
the most of their trip to nationals.

Hayden Thatcher of NPHS also
qualified for nationals, compet-
ing in the sheet metal fabrication
division, and finishing 18th.

There were teams from all
50 states as well as teams from
Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico and
Washington, D.C., with 29 teams
competing in Opening and Clos-
ing Ceremonies.

“It didn’t really come up in my
mind that they were going to an-
nounce us as Team J, even though

Opening, Closing Ceremonies team wins SkillsUSA national title

‘It’s kind of crazy’

Please see TITLE, Page A2
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