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Second coronavirus vaccine
shows striking success in US tests
By LAURAN NEERGAARD
The Associated Press

A second experimental
COVID-19 vaccine — this one
from Moderna Inc. — yielded ex-
traordinarily strong early results
Monday, another badly needed
dose of hope as the pandemic en-
ters a terrible new phase.

Moderna said its vaccine
appears to be 94.5% effective, ac-
cording to preliminary data from

an ongoing study. A week ago, com-
petitor Pfizer Inc. announced its
own vaccine looked 90% effective
— news that puts both companies
on track to seek permission with-
in weeks for emergency use in the
U.S.

The results are “truly striking,”
said Dr. Anthony Fauci, the U.S.
government’s top infectious-dis-
eases expert. “The vaccines that
we’re talking about, and vaccines

to come, are really the light at the
end of the tunnel.”

A vaccine can’t come fast
enough, as virus cases topped
11 million in the U.S. over the
weekend — 1 million of them re-
corded in just the past week — and
governors and mayors are ratch-
eting up restrictions ahead of
Thanksgiving. The outbreak has
killed more than 1.3 million people
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Prairie Art Center online auction runs through Saturday

Photos courtesy of the Prairie Arts Center

The Prairie Art Center’s annual Festival of Trees auction runs through Saturday. Participants can
bid on Christmas decorations, wreaths and other items.

Spreading cheer
By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

An online Festival of Trees
auction begins today to raise
funds for the Prairie Arts
Center.

Gateway Realty is hosting
the auction and items can be
viewed online or in person at
the Prairie Arts Center. More
than 40 items are up for bid, in-
cluding Christmas decorations,
wreaths and an 1880 steamer
trunk bar cart.

PAC Executive Director Holly
Carlini said the final day for
bidding is Saturday.

On Saturday, plans are to
have Santa available for photos
with kids, but with the uptick

in COVID-19 cases, Carlini
said the details are still in the
works.

“In case we are able to have
Santa on Saturday,” Carlini
said, “we are asking people to
call the Prairie Arts Center to
schedule a time for photos.”

Scheduling will allow the
PAC to ensure proper social
distancing between Santa and
the kids as well as limiting the
number of people at any one
time.

Hours Saturday are 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. The phone number for
the PAC is 308-534-5121.

The web address for the on-
line auction is gatewayrealty.
hibid.com/catalog/246473/prai-
rie-arts-center-festival-of-trees.

By TODD VON KAMPEN
todd.vonkampen@nptelegraph.com

It took three days for a Minnesota World
War II soldier’s relatives to learn about his
1944 Christmas-card note that was found
hidden inside a picture frame in a North
Platte man’s garage.

Mark Shults said he was mailing the
frame and its contents Monday afternoon
to Harley Casper, whose father, U.S. Army
Air Forces Pfc. Russell Raymond Casper,
grew up near and died in Grand Rapids,
Minnesota.

A Telegraph story on Veterans Day in-
cluded photos of both sides of a once-framed
Christmas card Casper sent from France to

By JOB VIGIL
jvigil@nptelegraph.com

The Lincoln County commissioners voted
Monday to terminate the contract for securi-
ty services at the courthouse and turn over
the responsibility to the Sheriff’s Office.

At Monday’s regular meeting, the board
spoke with Sheriff Jerome Kramer and
agreed to make the transition on Feb. 1.

Kramer said the security process at the
south door of the courthouse will not change.

The Associated
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Nurse Kathe
Olmstead

prepares a
shot July 27

that is part
of a possi-

ble COVID-19
vaccine, de-
veloped by

the National
Institutes of
Health and

Moderna Inc.

Christmas note offers
insight into father’s
service long after death
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