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n HOT START  Cozad has 
best beginning to season since 
championship team in 2013. 
SPORTS, PAGE B1

$2.00
Mostly sunny and breezy today, then 
partly cloudy in the evening. Find our full 
five-day forecast on page A8.

HIGH: 86  LOW: 51 Thank you for reading 
Today’s Telegraph.
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Researchers at the University of Nebraska Medical Center 
have found that there is no reliable way to know if someone has 
gained protection against COVID-19 after having the disease. The 
vaccine, experts say, provides a higher level of protection.

By JULIE ANDERSON
Omaha World-Herald

Since the COVID-19 vaccines 
began rolling out last win-
ter, some people who have had 
COVID-19 have questioned their 
need to get shots, concluding 
that they have acquired natu-
ral immunity that will protect 
them from future infection.

Maybe. Maybe not.
One study of people who 

had COVID-19, published 
this month by the federal 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, indicated that 
more than a third did not de-
velop antibodies to the virus. 

Other studies show that nat-
ural immunity wanes more 
quickly than vaccine immuni-
ty.

At present, there’s no re-
liable way for someone to 
know whether a prior infec-
tion will provide protection, 
particularly in the face of the 
highly infectious delta vari-
ant, according to University of 
Nebraska Medical Center ex-
perts.

And in real-world tests, 
communities worldwide have 
experienced multiple waves of 
disease despite high infection 
rates that seemingly should 
have provided protection.

The upshot: Federal health 
officials recommend that ev-
eryone who is eligible get 
vaccinated — including those 
who have had COVID-19 — 
as the best way to protect 
themselves and the larger com-
munity from COVID-19.

“There’s so many gray zones 
in this, it’s difficult to give peo-
ple iron-clad advice,” said Dr. 
Mark Rupp, chief of UNMC’s 
infectious diseases division. 
“The easiest approach from 
a population standpoint is 
oftentimes, when in doubt, vac-
cinate.”

UNMC experts: COVID vaccine offers 
more protection than natural immunity

Please see VACCINE, Page A2

Legislature 
could reach 
redistricting 
compromise

By DON WALTON
Lincoln Journal Star

LINCOLN — The Legislature appeared head-
ed Wednesday toward potential agreement 
on compromise legislative and congressional 
redistricting plans after an initial impasse 
threatened to abruptly end its special session 
with a failure to act.

Speaker Mike Hilgers of Lincoln expressed 
optimism that the Redistricting Committee 
will be able to reach some kind of consensus 
on compromise proposals in time for debate to 
begin on a congressional redistricting plan on 
Friday.

“I am very confident that we can get this 
across the finish line,” he said.

Hilgers said he hopes to see consensus 
agreement on revised legislative and congres-

DACA, autism 
focuses of 
walk Saturday 
at Cody Park

By TIM JOHNSON
tim.johnson@nptelegraph.com

A benefit walk designed to bring awareness 
for a pair of causes is set for Saturday morning 
at Cody Park. 

The “Walk a Mile in DACA’s Shoes” is cen-
tered on supporting citizenship for young 
undocumented immigrants who were protect-
ed under the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals program. The walk also is in support 
of the Autism Society of Nebraska, an organi-
zation that has a personal connection for event 
organizer Adi Fernandez and her family. 

“The distance isn’t really what matters to 
me,” Fernandez said Tuesday afternoon. “It’s 
more about the awareness that we are going 

Day after saying session 
may end, speaker expresses 
confidence for Friday debate

Please see COMPROMISE, Page A2

Organizer: ‘We’re here 
and we’re good people’

Please see DACA, Page A2

Above: Members of the North 
Platte High School march-
ing band make their way 
through downtown as part of 
the school’s homecoming pa-
rade Wednesday night. The 
Bulldogs host Lincoln East 
on Friday. At left: A bulldog 
pauses in the middle of the 
candy-strewn Dewey Street in 
downtown North Platte near 
the end of its trek down the 
homecoming parade route 
on Wednesday night. For vid-
eo from the North Platte High 
School homecoming parade, 
go to nptelegraph.com.
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Downtown hosts NPHS homecoming parade

Showing school pride
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