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It’s fitting for Carrie Underwood to 
end an eventful 2015 with someone 
who helped put her on the road to 
superstardom.

The much-awarded singer reunites 
with the host of “American Idol,” 
of which she was the Season 4 
winner, as the headlining performer 
on ABC’s “Dick Clark’s New Year’s 
Rockin’ Eve 2016 With Ryan 
Seacrest” Thursday, Dec. 31. 
Luke Bryan, Demi Lovato and Wiz 
Khalifa (featuring Charlie Puth) 
also are slated to appear in New 
York – with others including One 
Direction, 5 Seconds of Summer, 
Fall Out Boy, Andy Grammer, Ellie 
Goulding and Rachel Platten in 
the Hollywood segments guided by 
Fergie – but Underwood will have a 
major showcase with Seacrest and 
reporter Jenny McCarthy in Times 
Square throughout the night, both 
before and after the ball drops at 
midnight.

“I’ve been lucky enough to be a 
part of it before,” Underwood says, 
“and just being in Times Square on 
New Year’s Eve, there’s so many 
people and such a great energy. To 
be in the midst of the craziness, it’s 
really cool.” Still, she hopes it isn’t 
too cool outdoor-temperature-wise: 
“That is a big deal, in terms of 
what I wear and how many layers 
I put on. And do I go for the long 
underwear?”

Underwood always appreciates 
getting back together with 
Seacrest, since she notes, “I’ve 
known him since Day One of all of 
this.” Starting Fox’s final “American 
Idol” season Jan. 6, Seacrest 
deems Underwood “so special. 
She’s just so endearing, and you 
know how talented she is. It’s 
seamless for her, and to see the 
rise she’s had and her ability, it’s 
unlike most people in our business, 

let alone coming from the series. I 
think it adds to the narrative of the 
night, on New Year’s Eve, for both 
of us.”

Taking the “New Year’s Rockin’ 
Eve” stage on the added strength 
of her latest release “Storyteller,” 
Underwood reasons that in having 
such new hits as “Smoke Break” 
and “Heartbeat” to sing, “I’m lucky 
enough to have a lot of songs that 
I love to perform, and it doesn’t 
feel like I’ve performed them as 
much as I probably have ... but it’s 
always fun to have new stuff that 
you haven’t done, and that people 
haven’t heard, a million times.”

After many other recent TV 
appearances that also have 
encompassed ABC’s CMA Awards 
(as co-host again) and American 
Music Awards, CBS’ “Sinatra 
100” concert special and Fox’s 
“American Country Countdown’s 
Top 10 Stories of 2015,” Underwood 
– a seven-time Grammy winner 
now nominated for another, for her 
single “Little Toy Guns” – is revving 
up for a several-month concert tour 
she’ll launch Jan. 30 in Jacksonville, 
Fla. It’ll be her first since she and 
NHL-player spouse Mike Fisher 
became the parents of 10-month-
old son Isaiah, and she admits 
she’s still working on the balancing 
act between motherhood and 
career.

Mentioning she and Fisher had their 
first date on New Year’s Eve, she 
says she’s pondering how that night 
is “gonna work” where the baby is 
concerned. “Who’s going to watch 
him? Where’s he going to be? Can 
I even stay up that late? There’s a 
lot more to think about, especially 
since my husband is as busy as I 
am. It’s very different, but it’s good. 
(Isaiah is) the bright spot of every 
day, such a sweet little guy. We’re 
just making up the rules as we go.”

Editor's choice

CARRIE 
Underwood 
rejoins RYAN 
Seacrest to 
rock the new 
year in JAY BOBBIN

http://abc.go.com/
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BOBODENKIRK

In your Netflix series “With Bob & David,” 
you film before a live audience.
We always did. That was stolen from Monty 
Python and we did it in “Mr. Show,” too, which 
was just like Monty Python ... . We have a 
live audience and we do the sketches live 
and then sometimes we do filmed sketches 
but the filmed sketches don’t just play for 
the TV audience. They’re shown to the live 
audience, whose laughter is recorded live, 
and so there’s no manufactured laughter in 
the show.
So everything you see on an episode of 
“With Bob & David” was seen by that live 
audience in the same order that you see it 
in, and all the laughter you hear is all real 
laughter from a real person watching the 
same thing you’re watching in the same 
order you’re watching it. So we always have 
a live audience and in that way, it is exactly 
the same as Monty Python, who also had 
a live audience. And the way you could tell 
they had a live audience is how often their 
scenes did not work and no one laughed.

“Monty Python’s Flying Circus” seems to 
be a big influence for you. Is it?
Oh yeah, for sure. I mean, that was the 
greatest show ever and still is.

Are you committed to anything beyond 
the four episodes and the special?
No, we want to do more. Legally, I don’t 
know. ... I think we’re going to get to do 
more and so hopefully everyone likes that. 
Because if no one likes them, then we don’t 
get to do more. But yeah, we want to do 
more and hopefully in a year or so, we’ll do 
a larger number. That’s the goal.

 GEORGE DICKIE’S Q&A

CELEBRITY
C
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of ‘With Bob & David’ on Netflix and ‘Boulevard’ Sunday on Showtime

 Click or tap on icon for more!

http://www.sho.com/
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of ‘Flesh and Bone’ Sunday on Starz

What kind of research did you do to create 
your character of bipolar ballet director 
Paul Grayson on Starz’s “Flesh and Bone”?
Oh gosh, there was a lot, both physically and 
understanding where he’s from emotionally as 
someone who is bipolar, has bipolar disorder, 
and how that affects his mood episodes within 
each scene because they’re very extreme. 
And then obviously physically because he was 
a principal dancer who enjoyed great fame 
and stardom for years before a career-ending 
injury. I’ve never danced in my life, so that was 
intense to try and pull that off.

Was there a physicality you had to assume 
as well?
Yeah. I think it’s something that is really 
important anyway as an actor, to use as 
much of your physical presence as you can 
to tell a story. With him, it’s very extreme 
because he holds himself in a completely 
different way than Ben Daniels shuffling into a 
room. ... I think I’m a bit of a physical magpie 
unfortunately.

What surprised you about what ballet 
dancers go through?
When I first met them, I was invited to 
watch their class at the beginning of the day. 
And there’s a quote from Einstein, which 
is, ‘Dancers are the athletes of the gods.’ 
And I sat at the front of this studio and 
within touching distance of 22 of the most 
extraordinary dancers you’ll ever see in your 
life in one room. They’ve been handpicked 
from countless auditions, and it was inhuman 
what their bodies can do – the power and the 
soaring kind of magical feats that their bodies 
go through. I was like “whoa!”

The toe stands are very impressive.
Absolutely, to do all that on like two toes is 
incredible. And I was like, “Yeah, Einstein, the 
theory of relativity is good but your quote about 
dancers is the dog’s b... .’ It’s astounding what 
they can do and they do it without complaining 
and moaning, unlike a mere mortal.

 Click or tap on icon for more!

http://www.starz.com/


Page 6  YOUR TV LINK  Courtesy of Gracenote  December 27, 2015 - January 2, 2016

GEORGE DICKIE’S Q&A

CELEBRITY
C

Did you get 
to talk to any 
Los Alamos 
residents who 
were alive at the 
time?
Yeah, I did, and there 
were lots of family 
members and we met 
a couple of people who 
were children who were 
there at the time. But of 
course, the icons are 
gone. ... But I think for so 
many of these people, it 
was the most stressful, 
the most difficult, and 
yet the most exciting 
time of their lives and 
they loved it. They loved 
doing it. They loved being 
there. ... So that’s one 
of the things I gleaned 
from people, is this 
unbelievable pride of 
place and pride of a 
contribution, however 
murky the outcome may 
have been.

JOHN 
BENJAMIN 
HICKEY 
of ‘Manhattan’ Tuesday on WGN America

In filming “Manhattan,” you’re isolated in New Mexico just 
like the people of 1945 Los Alamos, correct?
Absolutely. I mean, I think that’s been one of the great joys and the great challenges 
and the great kismet, if that’s the right word, rewards of the show, is that, just like those 
people, who were plucked out of their everyday work lives ... we got plucked from our 
lives. Now I don’t for a second want to compare an actor being on a television show to 
scientists working on the greatest breakthrough in the history of science in order to stop 
the war and bring Hitler to his knees. I’m not comparing the two of those on any kind of 
realistic level. But just on a kind of relativity level, yeah, it’s crazy. ...
And it’s been really great for all of us who have so wanted to immerse ourselves into the 
world of this show, which is kind of required. It’s really necessary. You know, we’ve all 
had to leave our families and our lives behind and all we have is work and a little New 
Mexican food, a little tequila after work and then you go home and go to bed and start the 
whole thing over again.

 Click or tap on icon for more!

http://wgnamerica.com/
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GEORGE DICKIE’S WHAT'S FOR DINNER

Americans are making themselves crazy with food.

We read labels, try all manner of diets and buy products that claim to be fat-free, sugar-
free, low-carb and all-natural, all in the interest of losing weight and getting healthy. But 
a lot of people aren’t getting there. And worse, we’re not enjoying what we eat.

That’s because we’re getting it all wrong, says Michael Pollan, on whose best-selling 
book the two-hour PBS special “In Defense of Food,” premiering Wednesday, Dec. 
30 (check local listings), is based. He believes his mantra of “eat food, not too much, 
mostly plants” should be the guiding principle by which we should live.

And by “food,” he means edibles that don’t come with packaging and labels, aka fresh 
fruits, vegetables and proteins.

“It’s quite remarkable when you think of all the traditional diets there are in the world,” 
he says. “Every continent has a different way of eating, every ecosystem has a different 
way of eating. We humans are very clever, we’re omnivores, we’ve learned how to eat what nature has to offer. But here 
we’ve managed to create the one diet in the history of our civilization that reliably makes people sick – the Western diet. 
How crazy is that?”

The program delves into the history of food and points out that hundreds of years ago, such modern-day scourges as 
obesity and type 2 diabetes didn’t exist. Pollan contends that many of our troubles today stem from thinking about food 
in terms of the nutrients in them, a tendency brought about by the food industry’s health claims on products based on 
the nutrients they’ve added (vitamins) or taken away (fat). But research shows that a wide variety of diets can be healthy 
provided they consist of the whole foods we’ve evolved to eat.

In essence, we’ve overcomplicated something that should be very simple.

“Health claims are a great way to sell food,” Pollan says, “and so you take some partial or sketchy science and you hype 
it up as the be-all and end-all of your health and so you end up with an environment where people are deeply confused, 
believe they need to understand biochemistry in order to make breakfast. This idea that you need to know what an anti-
oxidant is to eat, I mean it’s crazy.

“So what I’m trying to do is remind people how simple it really is and that you don’t need to understand nutrition science 
in order to eat well and you don’t need to know what an anti-oxidant is to eat well. People ate well for thousands of years 
without having any idea what a nutrient was.”

One possible solution, says Pollan, is the French diet. They eat full-fat, full sugar foods but in small portions. And they eat 
slowly and in social gatherings.

“The French kind of get it,” he says, “that it’s really about experience. It’s about savoring food, it’s about eating it in a very 
ceremonial way with other people, and that you don’t need quantity to get pleasure from food, you need quality, and I think 
that that’s really where we’ve gone wrong.

“Our whole food system is organized around quantity and it’s quality that gives you a really happy food experience that 
satisfies you and it’s more pleasurable. We’re so anxious about food and wouldn’t it be great to be able to relax about it a 
little bit?”

PBS’ ‘ IN DEFENSE 
OF FOOD’   
presents a manifesto for eat ing wel l

 Click or tap on 
icon for more!

Pictured: Michael Pollan

http://www.pbs.org/
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KEVIN 
FRAZIER

Too often, we hear about pro athletes’ personal lives only when 
they get in trouble. After all, cheating scandals, PEDs or domestic 
violence cases make for enticing headlines.

But when an athlete does good, little is said.

That’s where Kevin Frazier comes in. His Saturday morning 
education series “Games Changers” shines a spotlight on the 
sports heroes who give back.

“They get in trouble, we report it,” the 54-year-old Maryland native 
says, “but we don’t report when they’re spending dollars and doing 
great things to help people in the community, which most of these 
guys are. ... We need to appreciate that.”

As a veteran sportscaster and former basketball coach, Frazier 
has an appreciation for the athlete. After all, it was his childhood 
ambition to coach basketball – which he fulfilled as an assistant in 
the 1980s under his father Nathaniel at Morgan State University in 
Maryland.

But it didn’t take long for the television bug to bite, and after sports 
jobs on local TV in Baltimore, Cincinnati and Charleston, S.C., 
then stints at Fox Sports Net and ESPN, he moved entertainment 
with co-hosting gigs on “The Insider” and “Entertainment Tonight.”

Currently, he’s juggling his “ET” and “Game Changers” duties 
with studio work for the NFL Network. Then there’s Kevin Frazier 
Productions and the entertainment website HipHollywood.com, 
which he founded in 2008.

A man with this many irons in the fire should be stressed beyond 
belief but the easygoing Frazier counts himself lucky.

“Sometimes, I literally turn around and I say, ‘How am I in this 
place right now with this person?’ ” he says. “Whether it’s standing 
backstage with Jennifer Lopez in a dress that I know everyone will 
be talking about tomorrow ... or being there when incredible news 
breaks, and instead where people sit in front of their TVs and look 
at it, I’m the person who goes there to bring you the story. ... It’s 
amazing.  It’s unbelievable.”
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TARASTILES
- Born May 6, 1981 in Morris, Ill.

- After high school, she moved to Chicago to study ballet and 
was introduced to yoga by a ballet teacher.

- At a dance performance, she was spotted by someone who 
steered her to the Ford Modeling Agency in Chicago, where she 
was signed and began her modeling career.

- In 2006, Ford asked her to make snappy yoga videos as a 
promotion for the agency and to post them on YouTube before 
YouTube was a household name.

- An Internet devotee, she began using social media and other 
Web tools to lure people to yoga. She has a Youtube channel 
where she shares instructional yoga and food videos.

- Despite modest success in print advertisements for yoga-
related products and commercials for Pepsi and Verizon, 
among others, she decided that modeling was not her 
passion.

- She is the founder and owner of Strala Yoga, widely 
known for its inclusive and straightforward approach to 
yoga and meditation. She went from teaching yoga in 
her New York City apartment in 2008, to helping yoga 
instructors worldwide open partner studios.

- She has been named “Yoga Rebel” by the New York 
Times, and Vanity Fair noted, “Tara Stiles has got to be the 
coolest yoga instructor ever.”

- As a collaborator/ambassador for Reebok, she worked 
closely with the design team on their Reebok Yoga lifestyle 
range of products.

- She has authored several top-selling books including 
“Slim Calm Sexy Yoga,” “Yoga Cures,” and the most recent, 
“Make Your Own Rules Diet,” all translated and published in 
several languages. Her newest book, “Strala Yoga” will be 
released in 2016.

- She has created several DVD series collaborations with 
Jane Fonda, Deepak Chopra, Tia Mowry, Brooklyn Decker 
and ELLE Magazine.

- She has also been featured in several media outlets, 
including Elle, Harper’s Bazaar, Lucky, InStyle, Esquire, 
Cosmopolitan, Shape, Self and The Times of London.

- She supports The Alliance for a Healthier Generation, 
President Clinton’s initiative to combat childhood obesity, 
bringing Strala classes to more than 20,000 participating 
schools.

Tara Stiles is the founder and creator of 
Strala Yoga, an author, entreprenuer and 
social media presence. She has several 
videos posted on her YouTube channel 

TaraStilesYoga.
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“The quirkiness allowed 
her to be human, which 
made you really like 
her. She had a little bit 
of give-and-take … and 
even at the end, with 
what you’d witnessed 
through her journey, 
those incarnations still 
had the core of who 
Audrey was.” – Emily 
Rose, recently of 
“Haven” on Syfy, about 
the arc of her character 
on the series

“I had a great teacher … and she taught me, 
‘Don’t imitate another singer. … Listen to 
instrumentalists and imitate them.’ … A few 
singers – and I won’t mention their names – that 
just sound like Sinatra, they only had a limited 
career. … As much as I just love Sinatra, I also 
fell in love with Nat King Cole and Ella Fitzgerald. 
Those three really influenced my life. So I became 
a jazz singer, actually.” – Tony Bennett, recently of 
“Sinatra 100 – An All-Star Grammy Concert” on 
CBS

“That was a 
lot of fun, and 
it was a great 
day. I’ll never, 
ever forget it … 
a dream come 
true.” – Mariah 
Carey, recently 
of “A Christmas 
Melody” on 
Hallmark 
Channel, 
about recently 
receiving her 
star on the 
Hollywood Walk 
of Fame
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Melissa 
Benoist of 

“Supergirl” 
on CBS
“I really 

think ‘Last 
Week 

Tonight With 
John Oliver’ 
is hilarious 

and 
intelligent. 

That’s how 
I like to get 

my news, 
so that 

it’s not so 
morbid and 

depressing.”

Cheryl “Salt” James, 
recently of “Cookin’ 

With Salt-N-Pepa” on 
Cooking Channel

“This is going to sound 
really corny, but I like 

game shows and I 
watch a lot of ‘Family 

Feud.’ It just kind of gets 
my mind off of things. 

And ‘Wheel of Fortune.’ 
I like word games, even 

on my phone.”

Emily Rose of “Haven” on Syfy
“We’ve really been into ‘Fargo.’ It’s amazing, just so well-done. We 
also watch ‘The Leftovers,’ because we’re huge fans of (executive 
producer) Damon Lindelof – and I record ‘The Voice’! That’s 
probably because I can multitask and do other things while it’s on. 
And we’ve also really enjoyed ‘Jane the Virgin’ lately, just something 
light that’s handled really well, with really good acting.”

Sandra “Pepa” Denton, recently 
of “Cookin’ With Salt-N-Pepa” on 

Cooking Channel
“I am a sci-fi junkie, so anything 

like ‘The Walking Dead,’ ‘Vampire 
Diaries,’ ‘The Originals,’ ‘I Am 

Zombie’ (laughs). Those are all on 
my iPad and I download all of these 

shows and that keeps me busy at 
the airport, on the plane. Like right 

now, I’m watching ‘The Vampire 
Diaries.’ ”

ON DVRs
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Story on next page

RITA MORENO  
is new Kennedy Center 
honoree
Rita Moreno is among 
the recipients of the 38th 
Annual Kennedy Center 
Honors in a CBS special 
Tuesday.



BY JAY BOBBIN

One of the few EGOTs in showbiz-award terms, Rita Moreno 
is now an EGOTK ... or, she laughs, “How about KEGOT?”

The owner of two Emmys, a Grammy, an Oscar (for “West 
Side Story”) and a Tony, the veteran actress-singer now 
has another major accolade: the Kennedy Center Honors. 
Earlier this month, Moreno and her fellow recipients – singer-
songwriter Carole King, filmmaker George Lucas, conductor 
Seiji Ozawa and actress Cicely Tyson – were feted at the 
38th annual event in Washington, D.C. CBS gives the 
performing-arts-celebrating program its traditional telecast 
Tuesday, Dec. 29, with Stephen Colbert reprising his role 
from last year as host.

Initially scheduled to receive the latest Honors as well, 
music’s Eagles will be recognized in the 2016 edition, owing 
to Glenn Frey’s inability to participate this year. President 
Barack Obama joined the First Lady and the honorees late, 
since he gave a televised address the night of the taping, but 
he and his wife had hosted a related White House reception 
before the Honors.

In an interview for this article, Moreno discussed the 
significance of receiving the Kennedy Center Honors (being 
overseen by new producers this year) as she energetically 
continues her career ... encompassing her recently released 
Spanish-language recording “Una Vez Mas,” her voice 
work on the animated Sprout series “Nina’s World,” and an 
“American Songbook” concert she’ll perform at New York’s 
Lincoln Center in January.

RITA MORENO
adds Kennedy Center Honors  

to her many awards
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Q: What do you think of the Kennedy Center Honors-receiving company that you’re in?
A: It’s astonishing! We’re together for several days, not just at the event that’s televised, but there also 
are a wonderful dinner hosted by Secretary of State John Kerry and luncheons up the wazoo. It’s just an 
insanely busy, wonderful time. And the honorees are so diverse, there’s someone to please everybody.

Q: How is it to be in the company of President Obama?
A: If you look us up together, with both our names, you’ll see a bunch of pictures where he’s putting a 
medal (the National Medal of Arts) around my neck. And I hug him! I just impulsively grabbed him – he has 
such a dazzling smile, that man – and then I looked at his wife in the audience and shrugged my shoulders 
as if to say, “Sorry.”

Q: How were you first notified that you were receiving the Honors? 
A: It was my manager. He called me up and said, “Are you sitting down?” I said, “Should I?” And he said, 
“I think so.” Then he told me, and I just came out with such a shriek and a whoop ... and I started to do a 
dance, with the phone in my hand. And my feet have not touched the ground since then. With something 
as wonderful as this, I cannot be cool or reserved.

Q: Does receiving the Kennedy Center Honors make you reflective about your career?
A: With something as astonishing as this, the first thing that happens is that my heart and my head 
immediately go to Puerto Rico, and I see myself as a little girl playing with these frogs in my hometown – 
with a big, fat bow on my head, because my mother used to make them. I think, “Who would have thought 
this?,” and it makes me feel very humble. And it reminds me again of what an amazing country this is, that 
this can happen. I’m very moved by all of this.

Q: How do you feel about 
the endurance of “West Side 
Story,” which won the Oscar for 
best picture of 1961, and your 
performance in it?
A: It’s amazing! I still hear about 
it, from people my age and 
recently from younger people 
who have seen it; Turner Classic 
Movies plays it all the time, but 
the true experience is to see it 
on the big screen. I’m reminded 
then of the enormity of earning 
that Oscar, and I also got a 
Golden Globe for it. (Fellow 
“West Side Story” Oscar winner) 
George Chakiris is still a dear 
friend, and he’s my daughter’s 
godfather. 
In fact, I’m still very close to 
some of the ... I call them 
“the kids,” which is hilarious, 
because some of them now 
have paunches and bald heads. 
But dancers are always “the 
kids,” and whenever I’m in Los 
Angeles, we try to arrange an 
evening together. I guess it’s 
because we bonded in a way 
that most casts do not. We’ve all 
stuck together, I’m very happy 
to say.

 Click or tap on 
icon for more!

http://www.cbs.com/
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Noting 2015’s  
TV-related passings 

Leonard Nimoy, iconic as “Star Trek’s” Mr. Spock, was among 
the television personalities who passed in 2015.

Story on next page



BY JAY BOBBIN

So many familiar faces, with so much meaning to so many 
television fans.

Remembering celebrities who left us during the past year 
always is a sobering ritual ... and again so as 2015 draws to 
a close, given the one-of-a-kind personalities who passed 
recently. Here’s a TV-centric recollection of some of them.

•Leonard Nimoy: His “Star Trek” portrayal of that most famous 
of all Vulcans, Mr. Spock, inspired many fans to endeavor to live 
long and prosper.

•Patrick Macnee: In a real sense, this actor’s dapper and glib 
John Steed on “The Avengers” was James Bond before the 
movie screen’s 007 took hold.

•Dick Van Patten: The affable dad of the “Eight Is Enough” 
brood had an enduring TV career that dated back to “Mama” in 
the 1940s.

•Frank Gifford: After his days on the playing field, Gifford 
remained vital to sports as an anchor – in every sense – of the 
“Monday Night Football” team.

•Stuart Scott: Among the many things for which the ESPN 
sportscaster is recalled is his stirring acceptance speech at the 
2014 ESPY Awards.

•Bob Simon: Even if the “60 Minutes” correspondent had 
seen it all, he still had stories left to tell ... confirmed by a 
posthumously aired report.

•Donna Douglas: Maintaining the image of Elly May Clampett 
to the end, the “Beverly Hillbillies” bombshell didn’t even have 
to say anything to be iconic.

•Yvonne Craig: Batgirl. That’s all that needs be said, but this 
perky charmer always sparkled in numerous other roles.

•Judy Carne: “Sock it to me!” became part of the lexicon 
thanks to the “Rowan and Martin’s Laugh-In” regular who often 
felt the effects of that line, literally.

•Gary Owens: Also pivotal to “Laugh-In” was the announcer 
whose trademarks (hand cupped to ear, etc.) wittily satirized 
his profession.

•Jack Carter: One of the last of a breed, Carter was the brash 
sort of comedian who immediately enlivened any talk show or 
variety program.

Pictured:  Bob Simon
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•Alex Rocco: The rugged look and the growly voice long 
served this actor massively well, surely in his Emmy-
winning work in “The Famous Teddy Z.”

•Fred (Dalton) Thompson: Though he also had careers 
in the law and politics, acting very obviously was in this 
“Law & Order” alum’s blood.

•Richard A. Dysart: After many years as a reliable movie 
character actor, Dysart found his “name-and-face” role in 
“L.A. Law” senior partner Leland McKenzie.

•Robert Loggia: Though he also had a big presence in 
movies, this wonderfully gravel-voiced actor appeared in 
many series (“The Sopranos” among them) and starred in 
several, including “T.H.E. Cat” and “Mancuso, FBI.”

•James Best: As long as the Dukes of Hazzard had 
wheels, the hapless Sheriff Rosco P. Coltrane would be 
on their trail.

•Roger Rees: The ex-“Nicholas Nickleby” who became 
a “Cheers” co-star was seen in a TV project after his 
passing, the “American Experience” offering “The 
Pilgrims.”

•Anne Meara: Initially famous as the comedy partner of 
husband Jerry Stiller, Ben’s mother also made her own 
marks in series including “Sex and the City.”

•Grace Lee Whitney: The actress who played Yeoman 
Janice Rand was another “Star Trek” staple.

•Sawyer Sweeten: The death of the young co-star of 
“Everybody Loves Raymond,” on which he appeared 
with his twin brother Sullivan, was among the year’s true 
Hollywood tragedies.

•Joe Franklin: If you were in New York, and certainly in 
show business in New York, you knew one of the folksiest 
and most natural of all talk-show hosts.

•Bud Yorkin: Norman Lear’s longtime producing partner 
helped make TV comedy more realistic with such 
groundbreaking shows as “All in the Family.”

•Sam Simon: He was a writer-producer on such shows 
as “Cheers” and “Taxi,” but Simon’s crowning achievement 
was in helping to give “The Simpsons” its voice.

GONE BUT NOT 
FORGOTTEN 2015:  
Farewell to Mr. Spock,  
Elly May Clampett and others



Bright sunshine, palm trees and a parade. And flowers 
– lots of flowers.

It’s the way Southern California has been heralding the 
new year for the past 126 years and it will do it again for 
2016 when Pasadena hosts the 127th Tournament of 
Roses Parade Friday, Jan. 1, on NBC and a host of other 
broadcast outlets.

“Today” regulars Al Roker and Hoda Kotb will front the 
Peacock Network’s 90-minute coverage as 44 floral 
covered floats, 19 equestrian teams and 20 marching 
bands make the 5 1/2 mile trip down Colorado Ave. 
Filmmaker Ken Burns is the Grand Marshal of this year’s 
procession, which has the theme “Find Your Adventure.”

Kotb, who is doing her third Rose Parade, always comes 
away impressed.

“It’s funny,” says Kotb, “when you watch the floats roll, I 
think you sort of feel childlike in a weird way. I know we’re 
calling the parade and we’ve got scripts and that kind of 
thing. But when you see one of those floats with all the 
moving parts and there’s so much going on, those ones 
take my breath away. There’s something about those.”

“I think it’s one of those things where you’re sitting there 
and you’re watching this thing,” says Roker, who will be 
calling Rose Parade No. 19 on Friday, “and you are just 
mesmerized by what goes by. And the idea that, especially 
the bands and some of the ethnic dance troupes that 

are going to do this for 5 ½ miles. Like there’s one group 
where they are basically lassoing. This one guy, he’s like 
this trick lassoer. He is going to do that for 5 ½ freaking 
miles. It’s amazing.”

Roker and Kotb will also be on social media during 
the telecast, sharing their thoughts about what they’re 
seeing on Twitter. On last year’s telecast, the duo caused 
somewhat of a mini uproar in the Twitter-verse when they 
failed to mention “The Biggest Loser” host Alison Sweeney 
as one of the horseback riders with the Medieval Times 
equestrian team.

“We didn’t have it in our notes,” Roker explains, “and it was 
kind of like, ‘Is that Alison Sweeney?’ And of course, we 
didn’t want to say it was Alison Sweeney if it wasn’t. But of 
course, the folks on Twitter went nuts, like, ‘How dare you 
(ignore) Alison Sweeney.’ Really? Is that the big takeaway, 
that we didn’t mention Alison Sweeney because we didn’t 
know it was Alison Sweeney?’ ... So it was not a slight 
against Alison Sweeney.”

And mispronouncing flower names can get you in trouble, 
too.

“You’ve got to get all these flower names right,” Roker 
says, “because all the botany geeks are out there 
watching. So if you blow chrysanthemum, they’re on you. 
And now with social media, Hoda and I are live-tweeting 
during the parade. And mostly people are telling us to shut 
up ... .”
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Pictured: 

Hoda Kotb 

and Al Roker

Pasadena has a floral new year with 
the 127th Rose Parade

 Click or tap on icon for more!

http://www.nbc.com/


If Julie Andrews wasn’t seen in Austria again on New 

Year’s Day, you’d have to question whether it really was 

time to break out a new calendar.

The much-beloved Oscar winner has gone back to 

the country where her classic movie musical “The 

Sound of Music” was set virtually every year since 

succeeding the late Walter Cronkite as host of the 

Vienna Philharmonic’s holiday concert on PBS’ “Great 

Performances.” She returns for the seventh time Friday, 

Jan. 1 (check local listings), as Mariss Jansons has his 

third New Year’s stint conducting the orchestra in “From 

Vienna: The New Year’s Celebration 2016,” which holds 

to tradition by consisting mostly of Strauss-family works. 

The Vienna Boys’ Choir and Vienna State Opera soloists 

also appear again at the city’s Musikverein.

“We make it this beautiful picture postcard every year,” 

the ever-charming Andrews says of the program, “so 

wherever I am, I talk about that particular place and 

how it relates to the pieces that are being played or the 

history of the time. It usually fits in very well.”

It fits in well with Andrews’ life, too. “I have this wonderful 

sort of travelogue for myself,” she notes. “I’ve learned 

more about Vienna than most people just going there on 

a tourist visa, and I love every minute of it. We go to the 

beautiful Carriage Museum at Schonbrunn Palace this 

time, and to the (Freudenau) racetrack and the Winter 

Riding School, all sorts of lovely places. To go behind 

the scenes of them is just fabulous, really.”

BY JAY BOBBIN
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Back to 
Vienna: 

 Julie Andrews 
welcomes the new 
year again on PBS

A best-selling children’s-book author along with daughter 
Emma Walton Hamilton, Andrews has had a big television 
presence this holiday season, also given ABC’s airings of 
“Mary Poppins” and “The Sound of Music.” Another musical 
to which she has a strong connection, “My Fair Lady,” will 
occupy much of her own new year: After originating the role 
of Eliza Doolittle on Broadway, she’ll direct an Australian 
staging of the Lerner and Loewe classic.

“There are days when I think I must be absolutely mad,” 
Andrews muses of her new job, “then there are days when 
I’m so looking forward to it. To my delight, it is so strong still 
and so beautifully crafted as a musical, and the dialogue 
all through it is so solid and so meaningful. It’s a joy, and I 
hope I can do it honor and justice.”

 Click or tap on 
icon for more!

http://www.pbs.org/
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COKER 
CRUISIN’ 
WITH  
THE  
TIDE

JAKECOKER

FULL NAME: Bryant Jacob Coker

BORN: Sept. 22, 1992

BIRTHPLACE: Mobile, Ala.

HEIGHT/WEIGHT: 6 foot, 5 inches/232 pounds

TEAMS: Alabama Crimson Tide, 2014-15, Florida 
State Seminoles, 2011-13 

POSITION: Quarterback

NO.: 14

CLASS: Senior

HONORS AND ACHIEVEMENTS: SEC Champion, 
2014; ACC Champion, 2012, 2013
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Alabama Coach Nick Saban is 
often credited with his ability to put 
together defenses that stifle his 
opponents. Offensively, Saban has 
done well recruiting quarterbacks. 
On Thursday, Dec. 31, No. 2 
Alabama and senior quarterback 
Jake Coker will take on No. 3 
Michigan State in the Cotton Bowl 
at 8 p.m. (ET) on ESPN. No. 1 
Clemson and No. 4 Oklahoma will 
meet in the Orange Bowl at 4 p.m. 
(ET), also on ESPN with the winners 
of these two games meeting on Jan. 
11 for the National Championship.

Throughout his college career Coker 
has been part of winning teams, he’s 
just never been the starter under 
center until this season. Known as a 
pro-style quarterback, he committed 
to Florida State where he redshirted 
and served as a backup to both EJ 
Manuel and Jameis Winston.

Coker transferred to Alabama in 
2014 only to again serve as a 
backup, this time to Billy Sims. 
This season it has been all about 
Coker who feels right at home in 
Tuscaloosa, where with the help 
of standout running back Derrick 
Henry, the Tide’s offense has been 
tough for opponents to overcome.

The Cotton Bowl and College 
Football Playoff will be Coker’s 
golden opportunity to impress 
NFL scouts. A trip to the Senior 
Bowl later in January is likely but 
it remains to be seen if Coker will 
generate enough interest on draft 
day or even be signed as a free 
agent.

For now, the emphasis is on winning 
another National Championship for 
Saban and the Crimson Tide.

BY DAN LADD

JAKECOKER
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What a clever repurposing of a famous character.

A movie icon, still played by the same actor, usually 
doesn’t get the freshening Sylvester Stallone gives Rocky 
Balboa in “Creed” – a smart, entertaining extension of 
one of screen history’s most famous franchises.

The title suggests the main relationship that involves 
another boxer: Adonis Johnson, the illegitimate son of 
Rocky’s old rival and eventual comrade, Apollo Creed. 
The younger man, well-played by Michael B. Jordan 
(reunited with “Fruitvale Station” filmmaker Ryan Coogler), 
also wants to be in the fight game ... despite the upper-
class life his family is trying to shoehorn him into.

He bolts and heads for Philadelphia, and you can guess 
who he wants to train him. Like Rocky did, he eventually 
gets a one-in-a-million shot, his being against a British 
champ ... and the cinematography in the fight sequences 
(by Maryse Alberti, who’s destined to get much more 
work off this) is really energetic and thrilling.

So is watching Stallone embrace his inner Rocky fully 
again. After “Rocky III,” he seemed to be on auto-pilot with 
the role. However, having handed it over to a different 

director and writers (which couldn’t have been an easy 
decision for him, since the Oscar-earning Rocky character 
was completely his brainchild), he seems eager for the 
challenge, and it’s a pleasure to watch.

In fact, “Creed” is smartly cast right down the line. As she 
has in her stage work, Phylicia Rashad affirms how much 
she can do beyond “The Cosby Show’s” Clair Huxtable as 
Adonis’ maternal figure, and Tessa Thompson (“Selma”) 
also impresses as his vocally gifted new love. And as the 
principal rival in the ring, engaging in his last fight before 
heading to prison, Anthony Bellew is properly imposing.

Such relatively tired entries as “Rocky V” (which even 
brought Burgess Meredith’s Mickey back as sort of a 
ghost) would make skepticism about another chapter 
understandable, but it’s great news that “Creed” is much 
more than “Rocky Revisited.” Which isn’t to say it doesn’t 
include echoes that date back all the way to the first film 
almost 40 (!) years ago.

With a long-running series, there’s always a danger of 
going to the well once too often, which it seemed “Rocky” 
already had ... but the latest variation genuinely is a 
knockout.

‘CREED’
ROCKS IN CARRYING FORTH THE ‘ROCKY’ SAGA

Pictured: Michael B. Jordan 



“SICARIO” (Jan. 5): Emily Blunt 
plays an FBI agent trying to 
dismantle a drug cartel along the 
U.S.-Mexico border; Benicio Del 
Toro also stars. (R: AS, P, GV)

“TRUE DETECTIVE: THE 
COMPLETE SECOND SEASON” 
(Jan. 5): A new cast – led by 
Colin Farrell, Vince Vaughn and 
Rachel McAdams – is involved in 
a new mystery in the HBO drama’s 
sophomore round.  
(Not rated: AS, N, P, V)

“THE WALK” (Jan. 5): In 1974, 
Philippe Petit (Joseph Gordon-
Levitt) sets out to walk a wire 
between the towers of New York’s 
World Trade Center.  
(PG: AS, N, P)

“HOTEL TRANSYLVANIA 2” 
(Jan. 12): Dracula (voice of Adam 
Sandler) tries to appeal to the more 
monstrous side of his half-human 
grandson in this animated sequel. 
(PG: AS)

“EVEREST” (Jan. 19): Climbers on 
the legendary and potentially lethal 
mountain end up in the midst of a 
storm; Jason Clarke stars. (PG-13: 
P, V)

“STRAIGHT OUTTA COMPTON” 
(Jan. 19): The formation and 
survival of the controversial hip-
hop group N.W.A. is dramatized; 
stars include Aldis Hodge and Paul 
Giamatti. (R and unrated versions: 
AS, N, P, V)

UPCOMING DVD RELEASES

Coming Soon on DVD...

JAY BOBBIN'S MOVIE REVIEW 
MOVIES TO WATCH

Top PickDVD

MOVIES

M

Pictured: Emily Blunt

Pictured: Morris Chestnut and Sanaa Lathan

“THE PERFECT GUY”
In a sort of gender reverse on 

“Fatal Attraction,” a woman (Sanaa 
Lathan) comes to regret getting 

involved with a stranger (Michael 
Ealy) while she’s on the rebound 

from a breakup with her boyfriend 
(Morris Chestnut, “Rosewood”). The 

new relationship doesn’t last long 
when she gets a sudden glimpse of 
her latest beau’s angry streak ... but 
he’s not willing to let go and begins 

stalking her. The reliable performers 
do a lot for the familiar-feeling 

material here; Charles S. Dutton, 
Tess Harper and Kathryn Morris 

(“Cold Case”) also are in the strong 
cast. ››› (PG-13: AS, P, V) (Also on 

Blu-ray and On Demand)
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FAVORITE SHOWS

SUNDAY 
8:20 p.m. on NBC 
NFL Football

Two teams fighting for their playoff 
lives clash tonight in Minneapolis, 
where Teddy Bridgewater and the 
Minnesota Vikings will play host to Eli 
Manning and the New York Giants. At 
stake for the Vikes, who are currently 
second in the NFC North, is a wild-
card berth. The G-Men, meanwhile, 
are in contention with Washington 
and Philadelphia for the NFC East 
title despite all three having losing 
records. 
 
 

MONDAY 
9 p.m. on ABC 
Rudolph’s Shiny New Year

While it’s not up to par with “Rudolph 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” this 
animated 1976 special still is a lot of 
fun. Red Skelton, Frank Gorshin and 
Morey Amsterdam provide voices 
for the story of how the red-nosed 
deer, with the help of a whale and a 
caveman, sets off across time to find 
Happy, the missing New Year baby. 
If Happy stays lost, it will be Dec. 31 
forever.  
 
 
 

TUESDAY 
10 p.m. on NBC 
Chicago Fire

The firefighters typically circle the 
wagons around one of their own when 
it’s needed, and such an occasion 
arises in “Your Day Is Coming,” 
Herrmann (David Eigenberg) tries to 
determine how to reopen the suddenly 
shuttered Molly’s. Despite having 
a very bad day, Severide (Taylor 
Kinney) delves further into an arson 
case. Jon Seda crosses over in his 
“Chicago P.D.” role. Rachel Nichols 
(“Continuum”) guest stars. Jesse 
Spencer also stars.  
 

“Rudolph’s Shiny New 
Year”

Eli 
Manning

“Chicago Fire”
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Kristin Chenoweth in “I Get  
That a Lot”
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WEDNESDAY 
8 p.m. on CBS 
I Get That a Lot

The recurring series of specials, 
letting celebrities play pranks by 
posing as others, returns with 
a new installment. This time, 
singer-actress Kristin Chenoweth 
pretends to be a New York 
waitress, and Green Bay Packers 
quarterback Aaron Rodgers mans 
a gymnasium’s front desk. Also, 
cooking-show personality Guy Fieri 
plays car salesman, and “Jeopardy!” 
host Alex Trebek surprises library 
patrons. Singers Rita Ora and Cody 
Simpson also appear. New

THURSDAY 
8 p.m. on FOX
Pitbull’s New Year’s Revolution

The music star returns to Miami, 
and to Fox, to oversee another 
celebration to welcome the arrival 
of 2016. Other artists will be 
featured, but Pitbull again will take 
an active role in the entertainment, 
performing frequently during the 
program that will extend into the 
late-night hours. The Bayfront 
Park proceedings will be filled 
with Florida flair as guests include 
“Empire” co-star Jussie Smollett, 
Shawn Mendes, Austin Mahone and 
Prince Royce. New

8 p.m. on CW
The iHeartradio Music Festival 
— Night 1
Las Vegas’ MGM Grand Hotel again 
is the setting for a CW music event, 
as this special — which ends with 
another two-hour telecast Friday 
— gathers many top performers. 
Among them is one who recently 
joined the ranks of James Bond 
theme-song performers, Sam 
Smith. Coldplay (who also will play 
February’s Super Bowl halftime 
show), Kenny Chesney, Jason 
Derulo, Demi Lovato, Duran Duran, 
Kanye West and the Killers are 
among others on the bill.  
 

FAVORITE SHOWS

FRIDAY 
8 p.m. on FOX 
MasterChef

Take a wild guess what one of the 
principal ingredients is in “Junior 
Edition: When Life Gives You Lemons.” 
It’s confirmed by the fact that raspberry 
mint lemonade is what the young chefs 
must prepare for judge Christina Tosi, 
who decides which is best — and who 
needn’t worry about being eliminated. 
The losers then have to make a dish 
that’s a throwback to another time. 
Gordon Ramsay (also the host) and 
Graham Elliot are the other judges.  
 
 

SATURDAY 
8 p.m. on ABC 
Galavant

“Monty Python’s Spamalot” indicates 
this musical-comedy series’ approach. 
With a score by Oscar-winning 
composer Alan Menken (“Aladdin”) and 
lyricist Glenn Slater (“Tangled”), the 
saga follows hero Galavant’s (Joshua 
Sasse) quest to even the score with 
King Richard (“Psych” alum Timothy 
Omundson), who stole his true love 
(Mallory Jansen). Vinnie Jones also 
stars in the “Pilot.” Three more episodes 
follow, and Season 2 starts the next 
night. 

American chef Christina Tosi 
judges on “MasterChef” 

“Pitbull’s New Year’s Revolution” 
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Timothy Omundson stars in 
“Galavant”


