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THE YEAR IN PICTURES

People watch as fireworks explode during the finale of the show put on for Edwards Auto Group employees and their families at Edwards Motorsports and 
RVs on July 2. Bobby Edwards, general manager of Edwards Motorsports and RVs, said that Edwards employs more than 400 people across 14 car brands, 
and the company wanted to show its appreciation for them as they’ve put in hard work during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Elaina Larson of Ottumwa, 10, left, snaps a selfie with a goat during a session 
of Goat Trek and Treats hosted by Honey Creek Creamery on Aug. 7. Visitors 
took a hike through the Loess Hills to learn about native and invasive plant 
species while being accompanied by a herd of the creamery’s goats.

Adorable destruction ensues as a children’s heat kicks off the demolition 
derby, which was presented by R&R Total Destruction Promotions of Winter-
set, at Westfair Fairgrounds and Ampitheater on Sept. 19. The derby, as well 
as the figure 8 races the night prior, were originally slated to be held during 
Westfair, the western Pottawattamie County fair, earlier this summer, but all 
social events were cancelled due to COVID-19 concerns. Westfair Board of 
Directors members said they were glad the promoters were able to resched-
ule the event and provide a weekend of entertainment.

Cyclists take off during the start of BIKEtober in the Bluffs on Oct. 3. The 
event, in its third year, was put on by The 712 Initiative in collaboration with 
the Pottawattamie County Trails Association, with proceeds raised benefit-
ing both organizations. The ride featured 8, 16 and 25-mile routes for cyclists 
of all skill levels to enjoy.

A bald eagle spreads its wings while sitting perched in a tree on Boy Scout 
Island at Lake Manawa State Park on Nov. 24.

The sun sets behind artist Ed Carpenter’s “Gateway” installation on the West Broadway viaduct on Dec. 8.

A collection of Staff Photographer Joe Shearer’s favorite photos of 2020
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