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AMES — Adam Thoms, assistant professor in hor-
ticulture and turgrass extension specialist with Iowa 
State University Extension and Outreach, offers the 
following tips on how to get your lawn off to a good 
start this spring.

First, remove any twigs or debris from your lawn 
so that they don’t get stuck in the mower or dull the 
mower’s blade. If your grass is matted down and has 
a fungus on it, it is likely caused by Gray Snow Mold. 
The large amounts of snow Iowans received over the 
winter months can cause this issue.

Thoms said the first step to reviving your lawn 
from the mold is to rake the grass until it stands up. 
Fertilizer and warm weather usually do the rest. It is 
too late in the season for a fungicide application.

A spring fertilizer is a great way to green up the 
yard quickly. Typically, apply three-fourths of a pound 
per 1,000 square feet of nitrogen using a “slow-release” 
fertilizer. The slow release will help avoid burning and 
other injuries to the lawn.

Lingering drought conditions from last year may 
delay the release of your fertilizer and the lawn may 
take longer to grow. If you seeded your lawn last fall, 
it will likely need to be reseeded this spring. The fall 
drought may have dried out the seedlings.

If you are seeding this spring, avoid applying a 
crabgrass preventer. Although effective at preventing 
crabgrass, this product will also keep the regular 
grass seed from germinating.

Once the lawn starts to green up and the ground 
is firm, then it is time to take the mower out. If your 
mower still needs to be serviced, consider the lawn 
mower service days being offered by the Ag Systems 
Technology Club at Iowa State. The club offers options 
for both push and riding mowers, and can pick your 
mower up at your home for an additional fee.

For more information on spring lawn care, Thoms 
can be reached at 515-294-1957 or athoms@iastate.
edu.

Get a head 
start on spring 

lawn care
Follow best practices to 
jumpstart your lawn in 
the upcoming weeks
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Home renovation trends 
are ever-changing. Reno-
vations that might have 
been de rigueur 20 years 
ago may seem dated now. 
Recognizing the poten-
tially popular trends of 
tomorrow is a great way 
for homeowners to give 
their homes a fresh new 
look and put themselves 
in position to capitalize on 
popular trends when they 
put their homes on the 
market. 

That’s especially so 
after 2020, a year when 
millions of people spent 
more time at home than 
ever before. All that time 
working from home and 
relaxing at home gave mil-
lions of homeowners ideas 
about what they like about 
their homes and what they 
hope to change. The follow-
ing are some renovation 
trends that various experts 
suspect could emerge in 
2021.

· Eco-friendly living: 
Climate change, and how 
to combat it, was a hot 
button issue during the 
2020 presidential election 
in the United States. So 
it should come as no sur-
prise that urdesignmag.
com, a web magazine that 

showcases creative trends 
in design, architecture, art, 
technology, and fashion, 
predicts that eco-friendly 
living solutions figure to be 
hot commodities in 2021. 
Eco-friendly appliances, 
furniture and designs can 
help to conserve energy 
and reduce waste, which 
environmentalists and gov-
ernment agencies like the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency note are two criti-
cal components in the fight 
against climate change.

· Large windows: Large 
windows can provide stun-
ning views of the outdoors 
and allow ample natural 

light into a home. It may 
not be a coincidence if 
large windows prove to be 
a hot trend in 2021. The 
COVID-19 pandemic that 
dominated much of 2020 
forced many people to 
spend considerably more 
time at home. Darker 
homes without much nat-
ural light can adversely 
affect mood, especially 
when people are spending 
more time at home. HGTV 
predicts that homeowners 
will seek ways to bring 
more natural light into 
their homes in 2021, and 
large windows naturally 
brighten homes while 

making rooms appear big-
ger, helping people feel less 
cramped. That’s an espe-
cially beneficial character-
istic when spending more 
time indoors at home.

· Minimalism: The 
anticipated popularity of 
minimalism in 2021 may 
also be connected to the 
pandemic. As professionals 
were forced to work from 
home and many families 
spent more time together 
inside their homes then 
ever before, they may have 
recognized a need to cut 
back on clutter, including 
extra furniture. A mini-
malist approach is both 
simple and clean, which 
can make homes feel less 
claustrophobic.

· Multi-functional 
spaces: Homeowners asked 
a lot of their homes in 
2020, as rooms were trans-
formed into multi-func-
tional spaces seemingly 
overnight. HGTV notes 
that spending more time 
at home showed homeown-
ers that it may not make 
sense to dedicate entire 
rooms of a home to a sin-
gle purpose. Renovations 
that can help homeown-
ers transform rooms into 
multi-functional spaces fig-
ure to be hot commodities 
in the years ahead.

Renovation trends that figure 
to be popular in the year ahead
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All that time working from home and relaxing at 
home gave millions of homeowners ideas about 
what they like about their homes and what they 
hope to change.
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Backyard pools provide 
a way to cool off and enjoy 
a taste of luxury without 
having to travel. Back-
yard pools provided even 
more convenience and a 
welcome respite in 2020, 
as many public pools were 
closed in response to social 
distancing restrictions put 
in place during the pan-
demic.

After installing pools, 
many homeowners realize 
that touching up the land-
scaping around the pool 
can provide the finishing 
touch to their backyard 
retreats. 

Not all landscaping is 
the same, and homeown-
ers should choose plants 
that look beautiful, are 
tolerant to pool splash-out 
and won’t outgrow the 
area. The home and gar-
den resource The Spruce 
notes that a plant that is 
attractive at two feet tall 
can grow rapidly and drop 
leaves or other debris into 
the pool.

When selecting options 
for pool landscaping, there 
are some considerations to 
keep in mind:

· Choose plants that 
will provide privacy.

· Know which kind of 
climate a plant needs prior 

to purchasing it. Tropical 
plants may be fitting pool-
side, but will they endure 
when the season is over?

· Design according to 
the theme of the home, as 
plants should complement 
the existing style. Modern 
foliage may not blend well 
with a home styled after a 
traditional English cottage.

· Decide whether you 
can accept spreading or 
trailing plants that can 
cascade over retaining 
walls and other infrastruc-
ture.

· Look at trees that 
won’t drop too many 
leaves, flowers or fruit into 
the water.

· Think about having 
layers of plants to soften 
the landscape, which can 
make a small pool seem 
bigger and more luxurious, 
indicates the landscaping 

company Earth Develop-
ment, Inc.

· Don’t overlook the pos-
sibility of a lawn abutting 
pavers or concrete sur-
rounding a pool, as it can 
soften the edges and keep 
spaces open and inviting.

· Incorporate herbs or 
fragrant plants, which can 
transform a pool day into 
a spa experience. Consider 
low-maintenance lavender 

as an option.
Pool landscaping must 

marry a variety of differ-
ent features and plant 
requirements. As a result, 
a professional consultation 
may be the route to take. 
Landscape architects will 
have the know-how to 
select plant varieties that 
will be tolerant, beautiful 
and fulfill homeowners’ 
wishes.

Swimming pool landscaping ideas

ACT NOW!
OR YOU’LL HAVE BIG PROBLEMS!

Call GARRY’S MOLE CONTROL
Need Help Getting Rid of Moles in Your Yard?”

Garry Struyk 712-326-4688 or 402-510-1575 Over 50 Years Serving Southwest Iowa

BEE LINE
LAWN CARE

Mosquito Control
5 Step Weed & Fertilizer

Aerating • Grub & Mole Control

Certified, Licensed & Insured.
Free Estimates. Council Bluffs.

Dan 402-677-2818 cell

Expert Care For Your Lawn

Mowing • Aerating

Spring & Fall Clean-Ups

Landscape Material Delivery

Mobile: 402-350-1902

Office: 712-256-5477
www.perfectdiamondlawns.com
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Loess Hills
Landscaping

Reach us at 712-323-4691

Specializing in fertilizer, weed control and
insect control applications that really work,
leaving your lawn way more enjoyable!

Free estimates at loesshillslandscaping.com

Council Bluffs, IA • www.philscomfortzone.com

Over 25 years of experience.

WIN $1000
for the oldest

Air Conditioner!

Call 712-256-9686 for details!
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