
Santa Cruz Elementary School 
District #28 

2025 Property Tax 



State of Arizona Joint 
Legislative Budget 
Committee 
• March 15, 2025 FY26 Truth In 

Taxation Rates for equalization 
assistance were sent to Board of 
Supervisors, County Schools 
Superintendent, and Treasurer’s 
Office. 

• The TNT rates for equalization 
assistance to school districts is made 
up of the Qualifying Tax Rate (QTR) 
used in K-12 funding formula. 



Property Tax Oversight 
Committee 
• June 25, 2025 Staff, Property Tax 

Oversight Commission- Arizona 
Department of Revenue sent County 
School Superintendent the 2026 PTOC 
School District Tax Rate and Levy 
Template. Mrs. Donnelly then forwarded 
to each school district that same day. 

• This excel document has five tabs to be 
completed. (Treasurer’s Office does not 
receive this blank or completed)

• June 25, 2025 Peter Laing sent to all 
counties a new 2025-2026 PTOC School 
District Tax Rate and Levy Template. 
County School Superintendent sent out to 
all district on June 27, 2025.



Superintendent Procedures as per A.R.S. § 15-991
1. June-  PTOC School District Tax Rate and Levy Template received. Template is forwarded to 

school districts.

2. County Superintendent completes a template for each district. County Superintendent 

and Business Manager compare, modify, and finalize as needed.

3. Final worksheet is signed by district business manager and submitted to County School 

Superintendent by deadline 7/25.  District confirms % for M & O and Capital.

4. July 25th-  County School Superintendent submits all district worksheets to PTOC. 

5. County Superintendent completes SCC school district tax rate chart. Submits to county 

management.

6. Final certification is declared by County Board of Supervisors. 

https://www.azleg.gov/ars/15/00991.htm


Type 03 School District
(Additional tax rate)

• February 15th-  The Joint Legislative Budget Committee computes 
the K-12 education tax rates for the next FY. (QTR)

• QTR is a statutory primary property tax rate used to determine 
local contribution toward a school district budget. (FY26- 3.1212 
for unified districts, 1.5606 for non-unified districts.)

• An additional tax rate is levied in each common school district not 
within a high school district. These districts are called type 03 
districts. 

• SCED #28 is identified as a type 03 district. ADE calculates high 
school student count in district and funding per student each FY. 

• As per A.R.S. 15-992.F.1, the final tax rate for a type 03 district 
cannot exceed the minimum QTR or 1.5606 for FY26.

• The monies collected are administered as state aid to high schools 
who provide tuition to identified students in a type 03 district.



Arizona Department of 
Revenue (ADOR)
• July 23, 2025 ADOR sent Clerk of the 

Board and copied Treasurers Office and 
County School Superintendent Office the 
2025 ASAE Guidelines and Worksheets. 

• 2025 ASAE Guidelines Cover Letter 

• 2025 ASAE Guidelines 

• 2026 Truth In Taxation Rates 

• 2025 ADOR ASAE Worksheet 

• 2025 County Tax Rate Worksheet. 



2025 Sequential Calendar of Reporting Dates
and 2025 Calculation Guidelines



State Aid to Education 
2025-2026



2026 PTOC School District Tax Rate Forms

• July 25, 2025 County School 
Superintendent Mrs. Donnelly 
submitted the 2026 PTOC School 
District Tax Rate and Levy 
Template to PTOC.

 



FY26 School Districts Tax Rates 

• July 30, 2025 Superintendent Donnelly 
provided the Santa Cruz County 
School District Tax Rates for Fiscal Year 
2025-26.
• August 8 , 2025 Treasurer Paz 

recommended Schools 
Superintendent review all district 
budgets and tax rates for accuracy. 
• PTOC Additional State Aid Reduction 

Rates to Education had not been 
received at this point. 
• August 11, 2025- County Management 

sent tax rates for FY25-26 to PTOC. 



FY26 Tax Rates 

• SCC FY25-26 TNT-Primary & 
Secondary Published Notice & 
Affidavit. 
• SCC School District and SCC Tax 

Rates and Valuations. 



Completed ASAE Worksheet 

• August 22, 2025- Deputy County 
Manager submitted the completed 
ASAE Worksheet to the Arizona 
Department of Revenue.
• AZDOR responded confirming 

receipt and they would review. 
• August 22, 2025 AZDOR confirmed 

ASAE worksheet was reviewed and 
no issues were found. They would 
continue on and work the 1% and 
reduction rates.  



Tax Bill Creation 

• Once the Treasurer has received 
the approved Tax Rates from all 
Districts and State Aid 
Worksheets, he completes an 
excel spreadsheet with each 
district breakdown. This is 
provided to our consultant at TGI 
Systems for compilation of test 
bills. 
• Sent tax rate to TGI systems on 

August 25, 2025. 



Tax Bill Creation 

• TGI Systems will then provide 
the Treasurer’s Office test bills 
for review. 



ASAE Reduction Rates

• September 9, 2025 AZDOR sent 
the 2025 State Aid to Education 
Reduction Rates and the 1% 
check sheet used to calculate 
the State Aid Reduction Rates. 



Tax Bills 

• Tax bills sent to AZDOR on 
September 30, 2025 by 
Treasurer. 
• Samples included tax bills from 

all taxing authorities. 



Meetings 

• Santa Cruz County Officials, Santa Cruz 
Elementary School District #28 
Superintendent and Business Manager 
met with Lake Patagonia Ranch Estates 
Homeowners Association and District #28 
residents to discuss tax bill concern in the 
Board of Supervisors conference room- 
November 18, 2025 9:00am.

• November 18, 2025 5:30 PM, Little Red 
School House held a Board Meeting. 
Superintendent Romero, Business 
Manager Denisse Melendez, Assessor 
Pablo Ramos and Santa Cruz County 
Treasurer Alejandro Paz presented. 

• November 18, 2025- Present, our office 
has received emails, phone calls, and 
visits from SCESD#28 residents. 



Property Tax Oversight Committee (PTOC)

• January 30, 2026 Treasurer Paz 
and Chief Deputy Damon met 
with Jolene Christopherson, 
Craig McPike, Hsin Pai, and 
Alexandra Kusen to discuss tax 
bills concerns. (Discussion)
• February 3rd and 5th Treasurers 

Office, County Management and 
PTOC connected for review, 
discussion, clarifications, and 
understanding. 



PTOC 

• February 6th Treasurer’s Office met 
with PTOC again to review and 
request a written confirmation of the 
ASAE Rate to apply. Also provided two 
additional samples per their request. 
• If it remains as previously provided, 

the adjustment will be an additional 
1.6428 to the already applied 1.5606 
for a total primary rate reduction rate 
of 3.2034. 
• Add in the 0.7803 for the Type 03 

reduction for a total combined rate 
reduction of 3.9837
• Current reduction rate applied is 

2.3409. (2.3409- 3.9837= 1.6428)



Scope of Impact 

• 550 parcels 
• Total amount not determined, as of 

yet. Once rate is plugged in and 
rebills are generated, we will have 
a more accurate dollar amount. 
• We are not aware of any penalties. 

Cotality has requested all 
overpayments be applied to 2nd 
half installments and to continue 
providing updated tax rolls twice a 
month. 



Refunds 

• Refunds will be made via check 
by mail. 
• Our goal is by end of March, 

however, this all depends on the 
rebill, PTOC review, and printer. 
• Refunds will include interest 

pursuant to A.R.S 42-16259. 



Treasurer Office Tax Bill Procedure

• Work in progress. 
• Will be presented at the Board 

of Supervisors Meeting for 
approval. 



Treasurer/Superintendent’s Office Collaboration 
for FY27 Tax Rate Calculations

• Monthly District Business Manager meetings including CSO staff, Treasurer, and Chief 

Deputy will be in-person meetings during June & July. 

• Meetings will be study sessions allocating time for the review and discussion of tax rate 

calculations, state aid disbursements, levy amounts, and special circumstances like type 03 

additional tax rates or small school rate adjustments.

• Business Managers, Superintendent, and Treasurer will sign off on all documents before 

submitting to PTOC and the Santa Cruz County Board of Supervisors for certification.


