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Ethan Luta has his temperature checked by Shamokin Area School District nurse Nicole Worgen 
upon entering the high school’s prom Wednesday evening at the Ranshaw Civic Association’s 
grounds. All prom attendees were required to have their temperature checked prior to entering 
the grounds. Prom royalty photos from Shamokin and Lourdes on Page A6.
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SHAMOKIN — What 
started out as a search for 
a wanted person Wednes-
day morning escalated 
into a daylong roundup 
of  numerous people by 
multiple agencies leading 
to the discovery of  heroin, 
methamphetamine, mari-
juana, drug paraphernalia 
and cash.

In all, 16 local residents 
were committed to jail on 
warrants and some face 
additional drug charges.

Police from Shamokin, 
Coal Township and Kulp-
mont, agents from the U.S. 
Marshals Service, state and 
county parole offi cers and 
state police assisted with 
the busts involving seven 
separate incidents in the 
Shamokin area.

Patrolman Raymond Siko 
II, who headed the investi-

gation, said offi cers were 
requested at 8:46 a.m. to 
assist U.S. Marshal Service 
agents with locating a want-
ed female. After attempting 
to locate the woman at 
multiple locations in the 
city, police found her and 
Richard Geidosh Jr., who 
also was wanted, at a home 
at 951 W. Holly St. minutes 
later.

The woman, who was 

Police take 16 wanted 
people into custody 
in Shamokin area
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Police, U.S. Marshal Service agents, parole and probation officers converge 
at the bottom of East Dewart Street near Route 61 in Shamokin on 
Wednesday afternoon following a traffic stop on a suspicious vehicle occu-
pied by four people. The incident was one of seven involving people want-
ed on warrants that kept authorities busy throughout the day.
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MANDATA — Students 
in the Line Mountain 
School District will have the 
option of  attending either 
in-person or virtual instruc-
tion when classes resume 
on Monday, Aug. 24.

Superintendent Dave 
Campbell presented the 
district’s Health and Safety 
Plan during a public school 
board meeting via Zoom 
Tuesday night. The meeting 
was recorded and has been 
posted on the district’s web-
site after some members of  
the public could not access 
it because of  a 100-person 
attendance limit.

Campbell said the fi rst 
day of  school will likely 
be changed from Aug. 
17 to Aug. 24 during the 
board’s next meeting at 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 4, 
to allow more time to prep 
computers. The date also 
aligns with the start date 
of  Mount Carmel and 
Shamokin area school dis-
tricts, which jointly oversee 

the Northumberland Coun-
ty Career and Technology 
Center.

He noted that only 20 
of  more than 500 comput-
ers purchased through 
COVID-19-related funding 
have been delivered.

The 44-page Health and 
Safety Plan is based on the 
district’s capability to fol-
low state, local and federal 
guidelines, and was devel-
oped to reduce the level of  
risk, but does not complete-
ly eliminate risks and expo-
sure, the plan states.

Families may choose 
between in-person instruc-
tion, using social distancing 
and personal protective 
equipment enhancements 
established by the district, 
or mandatory synchro-
nous instruction, in which 
students would log on and 
view their teacher deliver 
live instruction at certain 
times of  the school day.

Campbell said parents 
have the freedom of  mov-
ing between in-person 
and remote instruction if  

Line Mtn. to allow 
either in-person or 
online instruction
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HARRISBURG — A con-
tact-tracing app that was 
downloaded by one-fifth of  
Ireland in 36 hours might 
undergo a pilot project in 
Pennsylvania that could go 

live in the coming weeks 
as part of  an effort to more 
quickly contain coronavi-
rus outbreaks by notifying 
people who may have been 
exposed, a state Health 
Department official said 
Wednesday.

The state Department of  
Health otherwise has said 
little about its plans for the 
app, other than it is seeking 
to introduce a mobile app 
and a $1.9 million contract 
with software developer 
NearForm Ltd of  Ireland to 

deploy and maintain it.
At a hearing organized 

by state House Democrats, 
Lindsey Mauldin, a special 
assistant to state Health 
Secretary Dr. Rachel Levine, 

Pa. may pilot virus-tracing 
app popular in Ireland
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WEST CHESTER — A criminal 
trial is scheduled for 9 a.m. Aug. 5 
for Michael Robel, a state constable 
from Zerbe Township who has been 
accused by a Chester County detec-
tive of  using his elected position and 
authority for personal profi t.

Robel, of  108 Birch Road, is facing 
felonies of  bribery, confl ict of  interest 
and accepting improper infl uence 
and a misdemeanor of  statement of  
fi nancial interests.

Bernard Sean Martin, of  the 
Chester County District Attorney’s 
Offi ce, claims Robel used his law 
enforcement position for private secu-
rity interests related to the Mariner 
East Pipeline project and failed to 

report his $27,995 income for 2018, as 
required by the state Public Offi cial 
and Employee Ethics Act.

Records show Robel, who turns 59 
on Friday, was subcontracted to work 
security by a Harrisburg company 
doing business as Raven Knights. The 
constable was required and asked to 
provide copies of  his state constable 

State constable to go on trial Aug. 5
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