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SHAMOKIN — The Coal 
Region Cruise is bringing 
an eerie, spell-binding Hal-
loween event to downtown 
Shamokin with a costume 
cruise Saturday and a 
trunk-or-treat on Sunday.

The two-night event is a 
way for cruise organizers to 
give back to the community 
and provide something not 
just for the adults, but for 
the kids, according to Mark 
Rebuck. A downtown clean-
up is also scheduled for 

9 a.m. Saturday and Sunday 
in the municipal parking 
lot.

Rebuck took over the 
reigns of  organizing the 
cruise earlier this year and 
successfully attracted over 
100 vehicles to the family 
friendly event in August. 
Working closely with city 
offi cials and the Shamokin 
Police Department, the 
cruise went smoothly and 
along with administrators 
and editors, Rebuck began 
immediately planning the 
Halloween event.

The community is wel-
come to cruise through 

town from 7 to 11 p.m. Sat-
urday and are encouraged 
to dress their best for Hal-
loween.

Handcrafted trophies 
made of  license plates will 
be handed out in 16 differ-
ent categories, including 
best costume and two best 
choice awards handed out 
by Mayor John Brown and 
Police Chief  Darwin Tobias 
III.

Since August, Rebuck 
said they have been work-
ing hard on cutting old 
license plates to attach 

Coal Region Cruise 
rides into Halloween
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Members of Coal Region Cruise Events pose at Calude E. Kehler Park, 
Shamokin, with the prizes and trophies to be awarded at Saturday’s 
Costume Cruise Night in downtown, Shamokin. They are, from left, Tracey 
and Gilbert Petraskie, Vanessa and Barry Kehler, Doug and Sue Bell and 
Michele and Mark “Stemmer” Rebuck. All of the trophies were handmade 
by the Rebucks from old license plates and engine parts.

Organizers to hold 2-night event
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MCADOO — Shawn 
Christy is not an anti-gov-
ernment nor an anti-law 
enforcement radical, his 
parents said in a recent 
wide-ranging interview.

And is he not politically 
motivated, they insist.

So, who is Shawn Chris-
ty?

And why did the 26-year-
old McAdoo man threaten 
President Donald Trump 
and lead authorities on a 
multi-state, 95-day man-
hunt?

Karen and Craig Chris-
ty say Shawn asked the 
government for assistance 
after a 2017 incident, 
and when he didn’t get a 
response, he acted out.

“His back was to the 
wall,” Craig said.

Craig and Karen say 
Shawn used his keyboard 
to vent his frustrations via 
social media to Trump and 
other elected offi cials over 
the injustice he perceived 
from local public offi cials.

The threats he alleged-
ly posted led to a federal 

Captured 
fugitive’s 
parents speak 
out about son
Claim Christy not an 
anti-government radical

Shawn Christy
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HARRISBURG — A bipartisan proposal was approved 
Thursday by the House of  Representatives that would pro-
vide a standardized process as to how public safety facili-
ties, including state prisons and state police barracks, are 
closed in the future.

Senators David G. Argall (R-29), Lisa Baker (R-20), 
Michele Brooks (R-50), Wayne Fontana (D-42) and John 
Yudichak (D-14) sponsored Senate Bill 748, which would 
establish the Public Safety Facilities Act, in response 
to recent state prison closures over the last few years 
that were undertaken with little or no input from the 

House approves bill 
for public safety 
facility closure
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COAL TOWNSHIP — A crowd 
of  over 100 people packed the Way-
side Inn banquet room Thursday 
evening for a special presentation 
of  1950’s music and dancing from 
a special group of  12 young people, 
seven boys and fi ve girls. The pro-
gram, presented by A&B Children’s 
Theater and featuring a number 
of  solo and group acts all by spe-
cial needs participants, was well 
received from the audience who 
showed their approval in the end 
with a standing ovation.

The idea for the wonderful show 
came from musical director Patty 
Zablosky, who runs a local music 
studio in Trevorton.

“Jesse Kissinger, a young special 
needs boy who is one of  my stu-
dents, was singing ‘Flying Purple 
People Eaters’ at my studio and I 

thought to myself, wouldn’t it be a 
great idea to give not only him but 
others like him an opportunity to 
perform before a live audience?” 
said Zablosky, who also played the 
keyboards during the show.

While the program was scheduled 
to start at 6:30 p.m., the parking lot 
was already full long before that. 
Inside hundreds of  guests crowded 
the banquet room, sitting at their 
tables and waiting for the young 
performers to take center stage.

“The title of  tonight’s show is 
‘Reach for the Stars.’ It’s our fi rst 
year for this type of  event and we’re 
really looking forward to it,” said 
director Megan Baumgartner.

In watching the show, it was read-
ily apparent that the young partic-
ipants had practiced long and hard 
on their singing and dance moves. 
They performed a total of  8 songs — 
4 solos and 4 group numbers.

‘Reach for the Stars’
Crowd of 100 pack Wayside Inn for an evening of 
music and dancing by special needs young people

Jesse Kissinger, dressed as 
the One-Eyed Flying Purple 
People Eater, flies throughout 
the crowd much to their delight 
during Thursday evening’s 
performance of “Reach for the 
Stars.”
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Chase Hogarty, center right, sings as his fellow cast members perform “The Twist” during 
Thursday evening’s “Reach for the Stars,” a 1950’s musical review presented by A&B Children’s 
Theater at the Wayside Inn.
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