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ASHLAND — Staff  
at Ashland Post Offi ce 
hosted two very special 
canines and their handlers 
Tuesday morning during 
a program featuring the 
presentation of  a certifi -
cate of  appreciation and 
commemorative military 
working dogs forever 
stamps to K9 Hero Haven 
in Herndon.

K9 Hero Haven, which 
is owned and operated by 
Anne Gibbs, is a volunteer 
organization dedicated to 
serving the military, vet-
erans and fi rst-responders 
by providing working dogs 
a home for retirement. 
The K-9s employed with 
the military and fi rst-re-

sponders are the best at 
what they do.

Megan Wilson, who 
serves as offi cer-in-charge 
and supervisor at Ashland 

Post Offi ce, organized the 
program. The program 
included a special visit by 
Gibbs, volunteer handler 
Bill Cossari and contract-

ing working dogs Bear and 
Jan.

Gibbs outlined the mis-
sion of  K9 Hero Haven 
and provided background 
on the dogs as the canines 
mingled with post offi ce 
staff  while receiving a 
variety of  treats.

Bear is an explosives 
detection dog while Jan is 
a patrol explosives detec-
tion canine.

Wilson thanked Gibbs, 
Cossari and the dogs for 
their outstanding service 
before presenting a framed 
copy of  military working 
dogs forever stamps and a 
certifi cate of  appreciation 
to Gibbs.

Also attending the 
program was Post Offi ce 
Operations Manager 

PAYING TRIBUTE

Ashland Post Office salutes military 
working dogs and K9 Hero Haven

Shown is a framed copy of a military working 
dogs forever stamp.
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Participants in a program Tuesday morning at Ashland Post 0ffice honoring military working 
dogs and their handlers were, from left, Post Office Operations Manager Jared Diehl, K9 Hero 
Haven owner-operator Anne Gibbs, volunteer canine handler Bill Cossari and Ashland Post 
Office Officer-in-Charge and Supervisor Megan Wilson.
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ELYSBURG — An Elysburg woman has been charged 
with stealing her mother’s Social Security and Veterans 
Affairs benefi ts between Dec. 1 and July 22.

Anita J. Karlovich, of  370 S. Market St., was charged by 
Ralpho Township Patrolman David Tomtishen with a mis-
demeanor of  misapplication of  entrusted property.

According to a criminal complaint fi led at the offi ce of  
Magisterial District Judge William Cole, Tomtishen was 
notifi ed by Northumberland Offi cer Matthew Lauver 
on July 26 that Karlovich was stealing money from her 
mother, Dorothy Keller, a resident at Emmanuel Home in 
Northumberland. Tomtishen said Karlovich has power of  
attorney for her mother.

Elysburg 
woman 
charged 
with theft
Accused allegedly stole 
mother’s Social Security    
and Veterans Affairs benefits
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LIBERTY TOWNSHIP — A 19-year-old Limerick 
man, whose truck crashed into a tractor-trailer ear-
ly Friday on Interstate 80 in this Montour County 
township, died as a result of  injuries suffered in the 
accident.

State police at Milton reported Curtis Melvillle III 
died at Geisinger Medical Center in Danville. A press 
release issued Monday night doesn’t indicate when 
Melville died.

Police reported Melville was driving a black Ford 
F-150 at mile marker 218 on a rest area ramp at 
1:10 a.m. when he lost control of  his truck and struck 
the rear of  a red and white tractor-trailer operated 
by Temur Davronov, 40, of  Philadelphia, which was 
parked along the shoulder of  the exit ramp.

Melville was trapped in the truck and had to be 
extricated before being transported to Geisinger. Dav-
ronov escaped injury.

An investigation into the fatality is continuing.

Man dies from injuries  
in Montour County crash
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HARRISBURG — Three 
medical marijuana patients 
on Tuesday challenged a 
Pennsylvania county’s poli-
cy that people on probation 
and other forms of  court 
supervision may not use 
the drug, even if  they are in 
the state registry.

The ACLU of  Pennsyl-
vania fi led a lawsuit in 
Commonwealth Court 

that seeks to stop a policy 
imposed last month in Leb-
anon County.

The plaintiffs argue the 
policy contradicts legal-im-
munity provisions in the 
state’s 2016 medical mari-
juana law and are asking 
for a halt to the policy while 
their case proceeds. They 
are seeking class action 
status, and ACLU lawyers 
said they may expand the 

County court 
sued over ban 
on probationers 
using med pot
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DANVILLE — Life was celebrated in 
earnest Tuesday night at the Pine Barn 
Inn with 300 guests attending a special 
Guardians of  Life fundraising banquet in 
support of  Shamokin’s Pregnancy Care 
Center (PCC) Corner of  Hope — a family 
resource center at the corner of  Market 
and Pine Streets in Shamokin. Among 
the large crowd of  visitors were not only 
pastors and members of  church congre-
gations from a variety of  denominations, 
but also average citizens with a desire to 
simply learn more about the PCC and help 
support its outreach in the community.

The offi cial title of  the event was “All 
In — Saving Babies and Women’s Lives” 
and featured a special guest speaker, Pam 
Tebow, a former missionary and mother 
of  professional athlete and evangelist Tim 

Tebow.

Opening prayer

Pastor Sam Bellavia, of  the Shamokin 
Christian Missionary Alliance Church, 
offered an opening word of  prayer, thank-
ing the Lord for the special gathering and 
asking His blessing upon the meal.

“We thank you Lord for the opportunity 
to be here tonight and give thanks for this 
ministry — what it’s already accomplished 
and what it will continue to do according 
to your will,” said Bellavia.

Director’s comments

Margie Conrad, executive director of  the 
PCC Corner of  Hope, shared her thoughts 
about the PCC’s outreach in the Shamokin 
area and beyond.

“This is our 14th year in Shamokin and 
our 10th annual banquet. This is a pro-life 
event and is our annual fall fundraiser 

Guardians banquet honors 
the sanctity of human life

C. J. GREGO/STAFF PHOTO

Keynote speaker Pam 
Tebow, mother of pro-
fessional athlete and 
evangelist Tim Tebow, 
addresses the crowd 
during Tuesday night’s 
Guardians of Life ban-
quet held at Danville’s 
Pine Barn Inn.
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