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570-985-1606

  M
ums are here and ready to go!

507 High Street, Lavelle
2 miles west off RT. 901 & Turkey Hill Convenience Store

9” Mums
$5.99 
Each 
or
buy 3 
9” Mums 
for $15.00
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Straw bales & corn stalks
Halloween & fall decorations. Check 
out our Gift Shop for all your fall & 

Halloween Decoration Needs

All colors & sizes available

Large 
assortment 
of colorful 

pumpkins & 
gourds!
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SCA SENIOR GETS 
CHANCE AT 
LINEBACKER

TRAVEL: FALL 
ACTIVITY 
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SHAMOKIN — For the 
fi rst time in more than 40 
years, the Shamokin Youth 
Basketball League (SYBL) 
has been forced to cancel its 
season due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

League president Mike 
Duganitz announced 
Thursday night that the 
league’s 45th season will 
not be played this year due 
to restrictions regarding 
the virus.

Duganitz said 320 boys 
and girls participate in the 
league, which has 28 teams 
and four divisions (A, B, C 
and D).

He said the popular 
league was started in 1975 
by Dick Kashner and Paul 
Metrocavage and has 

SYBL 
cancels 
season 
due to 
COVID-19 
pandemic
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WILLIAMSPORT — The 
parents of  a Southern 
Columbia Area School 
District football player fi led 
a federal lawsuit on Thurs-
day that aims to remove 
the yearlong suspension 
against the boy so he can 
resume playing for the 
team, which has its fi rst 
game tonight.

Thomas Waltman and 
Karen Wojtowicz fi led the 
suit on behalf  of  Tyler 
Waltman, who is a senior. 
He was suspended from 
participating in any athlet-
ic events following apparent 
violations of  the district’s 
drug and alcohol policy.

Southern 
football 
player, 
parents file 
suit to lift 
suspension
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SHAMOKIN — The city’s 
annual Halloween parade 
will be held this fall despite 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
but several changes in for-
mat are planned.

The event is scheduled 
for 6 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 27, 
near the Northumberland 
County Career and Tech-
nology Center and will 
include fl oats and judging; 
however, spectators are 
banned from the parade 

‘Virtual’ 
Halloween 
parade to 
be held in 
Coal Twp.

BY MARC LEVY

ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARRISBURG — Penn-
sylvania’s highest court 
gave the Democratic Party 
a series of  victories Thurs-
day in the presidential 
battleground state, relaxing 
deadlines in its fl edgling 
mail-in voting law, approv-
ing more ballot collection 
sites and kicking the Green 
Party’s presidential can-
didate off  the November 
ballot.

The state Supreme Court, 
which has a 5-2 Democratic 
majority, granted the Dem-
ocratic Party’s request to 
order an extension of  Penn-
sylvania’s Election Day 
deadline to count mailed-in 
ballots.

The extension it granted, 
in a 4-3 decision, will allow 
three more days to receive 
ballots that were mailed 
before polls closed.

It cited warnings of  the 
prospect of  postal service 
delays in invalidating huge 
numbers of  ballots and 
demand for mail-in ballots 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic to invoke the 
power, used previously by 
the state’s courts, to extend 
election deadlines during a 
disaster emergency.

In party-line decisions by 
the state’s elected justices, 
the court also upheld the 
use of  satellite election 
offi ces and drop boxes to 
help counties collect the 
expected avalanche of  

Pa. Democrats 
notch key 
election-related 
high court wins 

5-2 

decision

BY JULIE PACE AND 
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WASHINGTON — Less 
than seven weeks before 
Election Day, most Ameri-
cans are deeply pessimistic 
about the direction of  the 
country and skeptical of  
President Donald Trump’s 
handling of  the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

Roughly 7 in 10 Ameri-
cans think the nation is on 
the wrong track, according 
to a new poll from The 
Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs 
Research. It’s an assess-
ment that poses a challenge 

Poll: President faces deep 
pessimism as election nears
About 7 in 10 Americans skeptical of 
Trump’s handling of COVID-19 pandemic
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President Donald Trump speaks during a news 
conference in the James Brady Press Briefing 
Room Aug. 31 in Washington.
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MOUNT CARMEL — Students in 
Mount Carmel Area School District 
will return to in-person instruction 
Monday for the fi rst time in two 
weeks.

Virtual instruction will still be 
provided to students if  requested.

On a 7-2 vote Thursday night, 
school board members passed a 
motion to allow students to receive 
in-person instruction after no new 
COVID-19 cases were reported in the 
district in the past 14 days.

Voting in favor of  the motion were 
board President Robert Muldowney, 
Bill Brecker, Tony Mazzatesta, Cher-
yl Latorre, James Britt, Ed Zack and 

Joseph Zanella. Directors Donna 
James and Jose Gonzalo cast the 
dissenting votes.

For the past two weeks, the dis-
trict had been providing virtual 
instruction to all students due to 
a fi fth person affi liated with the 
district contracting COVID-19. 
On Thursday and today, a hybrid 
instructional format was used Stu-
dents with names starting in the 
fi rst half  of  the alphabet received 
in-person instruction Thursday, 
while students with names starting 
in the second half  of  the alphabet 
received virtual instruction. The 
hybrid instruction was reversed for 
the students today.

All extracurricular and athletic 
activities were allowed to resume in 
the district Thursday.

Superintendent Pete Cheddar 
stated, “Everything we have learned 
about education and how to best 
reach and educate our students 
changed last March. Our teachers 
have been working tirelessly, creat-
ing Google classrooms and engag-
ing in videos to reach our virtual 
learners while preparing to meet 
the needs of  students physically in 
their classrooms. Both myself  and 
our administration are very proud 
of  how hard they are working and 
I know our learning community is 
just as proud as well.”

Buildings and grounds director 
Dave Fegley reported additional 
sanitizers have been installed in the 
elementary and high schools and 13 

MCA students to return to          
in-person instruction Monday
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People watch the Mount Carmel High School football team practice Thursday evening at the 
Silver Bowl. Athletic director Greg Sacavage said the district plans to allow 250 people inside the 
Silver Bowl for Tuesday night’s football game against Williams Valley.

School board votes 7-2 after no new COVID 
cases were reported in the past 14 days
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