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HARRISBURG — 
Shamokin Area School 
District is slated to receive 
$6,197,669 in federal relief  
funds to help Pre-K to 12 
schools return students to 
classroom learning and 
equitably expand oppor-
tunity for students who 
need it most, according to a 
press release from Gov. Tom 
Wolf’s offi ce.

In addition to Shamokin, 
Northumberland County 
allocations are; Southern 
Columbia ($1,594,392), 
Mount Carmel ($3,943,160), 
Line Mountain ($2,598,755); 
Shikellamy ($6,486,139), 
Warrior Run ($3,537,352).

The funding is part of  a 

nearly $5 billion program 
through the American Res-
cue Plan Elementary and 
Secondary School Emer-
gency Relief  (ARP ESS-
ER) Fund, which passed 
through Congress and was 
signed by President Joe 
Biden.

“All schools have been 
affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic, and I commend 
school communities for 
rising to the challenge to 
combat the toll it has tak-
en,” Wolf  said. “This extra 
funding is critical to help 
schools meet the unique 
needs of  educating students 
at this time while keeping 
school buildings safe when 
students return to the class-
room.”

Twenty percent of  mon-
ey allocated to schools must 

be used to address learning 
loss and the social, emo-
tional and academic needs 
of  underrepresented stu-
dents, including students 
from low-income families, 
students with disabilities, 
English learners, migrant 
students, students experi-
encing homelessness and 
children in foster care, 
according to the press 
release.

Money must be used 
by September 2024, and 
schools must apply 
through the Pennsylvania 
Department of  Education 
(PDE) to obtain the allocat-
ed funds.

According to the state’s 
press release, applications 
on the PDE website will be 
posted withins the coming 
days.

SASD gets more than $6M in federal funds
Rescue monies to help county school districts return students back to classrooms
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Shown is the Shamokin Area Middle/High School.

BY TIM ZYLA

THE NEWS-ITEM

tim_z@newsitem.com

SUNBURY — Northumberland County held its annu-
al judicial sale Friday and broke a record with the sale 
of  more than 100 properties for $722,000.

Janel Barwick, director of  the county tax claim 
bureau that conducts the sale, reported 111 of  152 prop-
erties were sold for a total of  $722,460.31 in bids. There 
were 180 registered bidders.

The money generated from the sale is divided 
between the county, school district and municipality 
where the properties are located.

Barwick said, “This was our largest judicial sale in the 
11 years that I have been with the tax claim department.”

Below is a list of  all properties sold, purchasers and 
winning bid amount.

Kulpmont Borough

1136 Scott St., owned by Francis and Janet Romanelli, 
sold to Autumn Bell, $14,500.

615 Chestnut St., owned by ETC Cassidy, sold to Raju 
Pablani, $7,800.

Marion Heights Borough

141 W. North St., owned by David P. & Krystal Klinger, 
sold to John A. Matejick, $5,100.

COUNTY JUDICIAL SALE
111 properties sold; 

names of buyers, 
prices listed
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This photo from 2019 shows trash and other 
debris at 142 E. Lincoln St., Shamokin. The 
fire-damaged building was one of 41 properties 
to go unsold at the county’s judicial sale on 
Friday.
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HARRISBURG — The 
seven-day average of  new 
COVID-19 cases in Nor-
thumberland County hov-
ers around 16, down from 
an all-time high of  90 in 
early January.

The fi rst confi rmed case 

in the county was reported 
on March 26, 2020. More 
than a year later, 8,524 res-
idents have tested positive 
for the virus, including 45 
new cases since Saturday, 
according to the latest fi g-
ures from the state Depart-
ment of  Health.

SCI-Coal Township 

New COVID cases in North’d 
County hovers around 16

7-day average
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SUNBURY — On Tuesday afternoon, a senior judge 
ordered the attorney for suspended Northumberland 
County correctional offi cer Holly N. Olvany to turn over a 
doctor’s note within 10 days to the district attorney’s offi ce 
that can be used as evidence at her trial on a misdemean-
or of  false swearing.

After reviewing case law presented by Northumberland 
County Assistant District Attorney Robyn Zenzinger, 
Senior Judge Harold F. Woelfel Jr. ordered defense attor-
ney Michael Rudinski, of  Williamsport, to turn over a 

Judge orders 
attorney to turn 
over doctor’s note 
in Olvany case
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WILLIAMSPORT — A Sunbury man was sen-
tenced Tuesday to 30 years in federal prison after he 
pleaded guilty to production of  child pornography.

Charges of  sexual exploitation of  minors were 
dropped against Christopher Suarez, 32, in U.S. Mid-
dle District Court.

Suarez originally was charged by state police in 
March 2019, then faced federal charges the following 
month, following incidents that occurred in October 

Sunbury man gets 30 
years for child porn
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COAL TOWNSHIP — 
The Shamokin Area School 
District will be offering 
families a chance to partici-

pate in the nationally-recog-
nized Strengthening Fami-
lies Program, which teach-
es parenting and youth 
skills to reduce risk factors 
that lead to substance abuse 
and depression.

The program for high-

risk and general population 
families with children 10 
to 14 years of  age will take 
place at the Shamokin Area 
Middle/High School one 
night a week from 5:15 to 
8 p.m. between April 27 to 
May 31.

Parents and children 
attend the weekly skills 
classes together to learn 
various skills. Families 
must complete fi ve out of  
the seven sessions in order 

SASD to offer nationally-recognized 
Strengthening Families Program
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DANVILLE – Geisinger and Acadia 
Healthcare Co. have formed a joint 
venture to address the urgent need 
for expanded, high-quality inpatient 
behavioral health services in central 

and northeastern Pennsylvania.
As part of  the joint venture, two 

new freestanding inpatient behavior-
al health facilities will be constructed 
in Moosic and Danville with plans 
to serve adult and pediatric patients 
beginning in 2022 and 2023, respec-

tively.
Geisinger, which serves more than 

1 million people across 45 counties, 
has partnered with Acadia Health-
care, the nation’s largest stand-alone 

Geisinger partners with Acadia to expand 
inpatient behavioral health services in NE Pa.
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