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HARRISBURG — The 
Housing Development 
Corporation (HDC) of  
Northumberland County 
has been awarded a Low-In-
come Housing Tax Credit 
allocation of  more than $1 
million: $500,000 through 
the Pennsylvania Housing 
Affordability and Reha-
bilitation Enhancement 
Fund (PHARE) and $500,000 
through the PennHOMES 

program by the Pennsylva-
nia Housing Finance Agen-
cy (PHFA), according to Sen. 
John R. Gordner (R-27) and 
Rep. Kurt A. Masser (R-107).

The credits and other 
allocations will be utilized 
for the construction of  a 
36-unit senior apartment 
building, called Moun-
tainside Estates, in Coal 
Township, Northumberland 
County. The building site 

Housing tax 
credit awarded 
to North’d Co.
$1M to be used for construction 
of 36-unit apartment building 
for seniors in Coal Township
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BUCKHORN — Empire Colum-
bia LP has sold the Columbia 
mall for $7 million to Bloomsburg 
real estate developer Cristian 
Foust, of  Foust Holdings LLC.

The July 2 sale consisted of  
four parcels: 39.94, 48.69 (the 
mall), 1.26 and 2.32 acres. With 
the purchase, Foust now owns 
approximately 170 acres near the 
Buckhorn exit of  Interstate 80.

When reached for comment 
Thursday evening, Foust said 
he could not say much about the 
long-term future of  the 31-year-
old shopping center, recently 
renamed Columbia Colonnade, 

but immediate plans may include 
renovating the exterior entrances 
and facade, repairing the parking 
lot, which he said is in bad shape, 
and constructing strip centers 
within the property.

“What I am hoping to do is take 
the mall from where it’s at right 
now, and take it to its highest and 
best use for the local community 
and the region,” he said. “I am 
thinking about repurposing it.”

Foust is also working on a 
proposed 84-room Hilton hotel 
on 57-acres next to the mall. 
Architects are more than 50% 
done with plans and engineers 
have started communicating with 
PennDOT, he said, with a goal of  
submitting paperwork to various 
agencies in August.

“For 23 years, I have built 
homes, townhouses and a hotel in 
Lewisburg by Bucknell Universi-
ty, but I had been wondering if  I 
was supposed to do bigger things 
in life,” he said. “My wife, one day, 
said something about the mall 
and my brain clicked.”

Foust, who lives in a develop-
ment he built within eyeshot of  
the mall, thanked God for the 
opportunity to purchase the shop-
ping complex.

He added, “I just want everyone 
to benefi t from the mall and the 
other land I own in Buckhorn.”

According to court records, the 
mall also switched hands in 1995 
for $27.6 million; in 2005 for $14 
million from Bay View Columbia 

Columbia Mall sold for $7M
Owner hopes to ‘repurpose’ 31-year-old shopping center
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SELINSGROVE — The Susquehanna Valley Mall continues to 
be listed on a sheriff ’s sale scheduled for August.

The U.S. Bank National Association had fi led a writ of  execu-
tion in Snyder County Court of  Common Pleas requesting the 
sheriff ’s offi ce sell the mall operated by Susquehanna Valley Mall 
Associates to recover $33,393,897.04.

The amount owed does not include court costs and 11.158% 
interest that has continued to accumulate since Feb. 7.

Future remains unknown    
for Susquehanna Valley Mall
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LEWISBURG — To say 2019 
Bucknell Univeristy graduate 
Tyler Candelora has a personal 
connection to coal would be an 
understatement. A native of  Coal 
Township, his grandfather, Peter 
Murphy, was an Irish coal miner 
who died of  black lung, and Can-
delora himself  has worked in the 

industry for his father, David, who 
owned a coal delivery truck.

His connection and curiosity 
about the industry led Candelora to 
do coal-related research during his 
Bucknell academic career — fi rst 
studying monuments and memo-
rials in central Pennsylvania’s 
anthracite coal region, then the 
region’s historical coal mining 
accidents, and now coal towns 
outside the U.S. He will continue 

that research in Argentina next 
March, when he will begin work 
as an English teaching assistant 
as the recipient of  a Fulbright U.S. 
Student Program grant.

Administered by the U.S. Depart-
ment of  State and the J. William 
Fulbright Foreign Scholarship 
Board, these awards send U.S. cit-
izens abroad for an academic year 
to research, teach or study.

Bucknell grad to use scholarship to teach 
English, study coal towns in Argentina

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Tyler Candelora, a 2019 Bucknell University graduate, sits under one of several Shamokin mon-
uments depicted in an interactive map he worked on this summer.
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KULPMONT — On Tuesday evening, the Kulp-
mont-Marion Heights Joint Municipal Authority Board 
discussed and approved two motions, one of  which will 
change the venue of  the organization’s monthly meeting, 
and the other, the face of  its leadership. The changes come 
following months of  contentious debate and disagreement 
over authority budgetary spending and management of  
the facility’s day-to-day operations.

Voting to approve the new authority meeting venue and 
leadership were board members Robert Fanella, Walter 
Lutz, Tony Greco and Joseph Miriello Jr., with Bruno 

Changes approved for 
Kulpmont-Marion Heights 
Joint Municipal Authority
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COAL TOWNSHIP 
— “We’ve got to do some-
thing!”

Those were the words 
of  lifelong area resident 
Skip Rabuck, who gave 
an impassioned plea for 
residents and offi cials at 

Thursday’s Coal Township 
Commissioners meeting.

Rabuck noted that area 

Blight battle continues 
in Coal Township

“We’ve got to 
do something!”

Skip Rabuck,

Coal Township
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KULPMONT — The Kulpmont Fire 
Department was recently recipient of  
new protective equipment received 
through a state grant (along with fi re-
fi ghter relief  funding) of  approximate-
ly $40,000.

Grant funds new 
protective gear 
for Kulpmont 
firefighters

ROB NAYLOR/STAFF 

PHOTO

Kulpmont 
Fire 
Department 
Lieutenant 
Albert 
Rosetta 
shows off the 
new protec-
tive equip-
ment that will 
be put to vital 
use by 
Kulpmont 
Fire 
Department 
in an effort to 
help save 
lives.
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