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“That was impressive.”
Those were the words transmitted 

by a fi rst-responder immediately 
after the 9/11 mobile exhibit trav-
eled by the Southern Columbia Area 
student body.

Students and educators formed 
a line on a grass plot in front of  
the high school Friday afternoon 
to view dozens of  motorcycles and 
emergency apparatus lead the 9/11 
Never Forget Mobile Exhibit that 
honors those who died in the terror 
attacks nearly 18 years ago.

The Tigers’ were not the only 
example of  patriotism during the 
approximate three-hour escort 
through Union, Columbia and 
Northumberland counties with 
a fi nal stop at Ralpho Township 

‘IMPRESSIVE’

Traveling 9/11 exhibit to take part 
in All Home Days 100th anniversary
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A biker flies U.S. Military flags from the back of his motorcycle 
as he escorts the 9/11 Never Forget Mobile Exhibit along Route 
61 near the Cameron Bridge at Shamokin on Friday afternoon.
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The Southern Columbia Area student body watches as the 9/11 Never Forget Mobile Exhibit trav-
els by the high school Friday afternoon. The 53-foot tractor-trailer, which transforms into a 1,000 
square foot exhibit, will be open 1 to 7 p.m. today through Monday as part of All Home Days 100th 
celebration in Elysburg.
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SHAMOKIN — A clogged and leaking 
drain pipe inside the walls of  the Amer-
ican Legion building has resulted in a 
partial collapse of  the facility’s third-fl oor 
ceiling at the Lower Anthracite Model 
Railroad Club’s (LAMRC) train display 
room.

According to city Administrator Robert 
Slaby, the leak, which was discovered a few 
months ago following roof  repairs, is locat-
ed inside the ceiling and walls of  the top 
fl oor, which houses the Shamokin Youth 
Basketball League (SYBL) gymnasium. 

Slaby indicated that the leak has not yet 
been repaired. However, he did indicate 
that a temporary fi x, which would alleviate 
the problem and prevent further damage, 
will be performed by a contractor in the 
near future. A long-term and more per-
manent solution would then be discussed 

moving forward, taking into account cost, 
time and contractor availability.

Peter Fleming, president of  the model 
railroad club, spoke of  the damage to the 
train display.

“At the beginning of  this summer, we 
noticed that one of  the ceiling tiles had 
come down in the northwest corner of  the 
room near the display’s viewing platform 
and close to the outer wall,” said Fleming.

“There was also evidence of  signifi cant 
moisture and water damage on the fl oor in 
that area. Another member and I covered 
that end of  the layout with a blue tarp. 
At the time, we were also concerned with 
apparent water damage that was appear-
ing on the ceiling, along with noticeable 
sagging.”

Fleming explained that when he and 
other members entered the display room 
at about 6 p.m. Thursday, they saw about 
a dozen ceiling panels that had fallen on 

Leaking drain pipe damages Legion train display
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A number of large fallen panels lay on top of the Lower Anthracite Model 
Railroad Club’s train display inside the American Legion Building in down-
town Shamokin following a recent partial ceiling collapse due to extensive 
water damage.
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LEWISBURG — A dep-
uty state secretary of  agri-
culture told farm people 
Thursday night that the 
recently enacted Pennsylva-
nia budget included a Farm 
Bill for the commonwealth.

“The House and Senate, 
Republicans and Democrats, 
came 
together 
to get $23.1 
million 
for Penn-
sylvania 
agricul-
ture,” said 
Cheryl 
Cook, 
secretary 
for market development. 
“Senate programs I hope are 
going to be helpful to us for 
years, as we start looking 
more to the future.”

Cook spoke to an AgC-
hoice Farm Credit custom-
er appreciation picnic.

The state Farm Bill, Cook 
later noted, was a package 
of  almost a dozen different 
bills addressing agricultur-
al interests.

“The main thing is plan-
ning grants,” said Cook. “If  
you’ve been thinking about 
diversifying into something 
other than say, dairy, and 
you want to know how to 
‘pencil out’ poultry (or) 
how to look at ‘value added’ 
and maybe get into the ice 
cream business instead of  
the milk business, this kind 
of  grant money will help 
you noodle through all that 
stuff  and maybe come up 
with a plan.”

Cook added that the 
commonwealth was tops in 
small farmland preserva-
tion, covering 600,000 acres. 
It will help farmers make 
plans for business, market-
ing and succession plans 
for the next generation of  
farm people.

However, tariffs, subsi-
dies and federal interven-
tion in international trade 
loomed large to some on 
hand.

Local farmers 
lament loss of 
China market 
despite $23M 
Farm Bill
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WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s trade 
war with China, until now 
mainly an abstraction for 
American consumers, is 
about to hit home.

Beginning Sunday, the 
U.S. government will begin 
collecting 15% tariffs on 
$112 billion in Chinese 
imports — items ranging 
from smartwatches and 
TVs to shoes, diapers, 
sporting goods and meat 
and dairy products. For 
the fi rst time since Trump 
launched his trade war, 
American households face 
price increases because 
many U.S. companies say 
they’ll be forced to pass on 
to customers the higher 
prices they’ll pay on Chi-
nese imports.

For more than a year, the 
world’s two largest econo-
mies have been locked in a 
high-stakes duel marked by 
Trump’s escalating import 
taxes on Chinese goods and 
Beijing’s retaliatory tariffs.

The two sides have held 
periodic talks that seem 
to have met little progress 
despite glimmers of  poten-
tial breakthroughs. All 
the while, they’ve imposed 
tariffs on billions of  each 
other’s products in a rift 
over what analysts say is 
Beijing’s predatory tactics 
in its drive to become the 
supreme high-tech super-
power.

American consumers 
have so far been spared 
the worst of  it: The Trump 
administration had left 
most everyday household 
items off  its tariff  list (val-
ued at $250 billion in Chi-
nese products so far) and 
instead targeted industrial 
goods.

TVs to 
shoes

This time 
consumers 
face pain of 
Trump tariffs
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