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HARRISBURG — One uniden-
tifi ed nursing home in Nor-
thumberland County has four 
residents and two employees who 
have tested positive for COVID-19, 
according to fi gures released 
Tuesday by the state Department 
of  Health.

Countywide, a total of  92 cases 
of  COVID-19, an increase of  two 

from Monday, were reported. 
There are 495 negative tests.

Columbia County has 279 cases; 
Dauphin 553; Lycoming 58; Mon-
tour 47; Schuylkill 330; Snyder, 33; 
and Union 33.

More than 1,200 additional 
cases of  the coronavirus were 
reported in Pennsylvania on 
Tuesday, raising the total to more 
than 43,200. The agency reported 
119 additional deaths, boosting 

the statewide total to above 1,700 
deaths.

”Red” to “Yellow”

Gov. Tom Wolf’s administration 
plans to announce Friday which 
parts of  Pennsylvania will begin 
seeing a step-by-step relaxation 
of  coronavirus-related shutdown 
directives.

On Friday, the administration 
will announce which regions or 

counties can see some relief  from 
shutdown orders by moving from 
a “red” designation to a “yellow” 
designation, Secretary of  Health 
Rachel Levine said.

Those changes would take 
effect the following Friday, May 
8, a previously announced date. 
Amid growing complaints from 
some parts of  the state, Levine 
and Wolf  both said Tuesday that a 
county’s designation is not neces-

sarily tied to a wider region’s.
Under yellow, a ban on gath-

erings of  over 25 people will 
remain, and gyms, casinos, 
theaters and other indoor recre-
ational, wellness and entertain-
ment venues will stay closed. 
Restaurants and bars will still be 
limited to carry-out or delivery, 
and businesses must follow fed-
eral and state guidance for social 
distancing and cleaning.

4 residents, 2 employees at North’d 
County nursing home have COVID-19

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI

THE NEWS-ITEM

larry_d@newsitem.com

SUNBURY — A city man 
charged Thursday with 
statutory sexual assault 
against a 13-year-old is now 
facing rape charges.

Convicted felon Ernest 
Pennycoff, 27, of  1005 Wal-
nut St., is accused of  engag-
ing in sexual intercourse 
with a 13-year-old female 
between June 17 and April 
22.

Pennycoff  was charged 
by Patrolman Terry 
Ketchem on Thursday, 
April 23, with two counts 
each of  statutory sexual 
assault, aggravated assault 
and indecent assault, and 
single counts of  sexual 
assault and corruption of  
minors, as well as two mis-
demeanor counts of  inde-
cent assault.

The charges were with-
drawn and refi led Tuesday 

to include felonies of  rape, 
rape of  a child and two 
counts of  aggravated inde-
cent assault of  a child. He 
faces a total of  12 felonies 
and four misdemeanors.

Magisterial District 
Judge Michael Toomey 
increased Pennycoff’s bail 
from $150,000 to $300,000.

According to the criminal 
complaint, the aunt of  the 
victim reported to Ketchem 
that Pennycoff  sexually 
assaulted the girl at his 
residence on April 22. The 
victim reportedly kneed the 
defendant in the groin and 
then fl ed the residence.

The victim told Ketchem 
that on April 1 she and 
the defendant engaged in 
sexual intercourse. She 
also described several 
acts of  a graphic nature 
that occurred in the past 
between her and the defen-
dant.

Sunbury man 
now facing 
rape charges
Pennycoff previously 
charged with statutory 
sexual assault of minor
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MANDATA — The Line Mountain School District 
has contracted with a fi rm to conduct a virtual com-
mencement at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, June 4.

The district will use the services of  Herff  Jones 
to play pre-recorded speeches by the valedictorian, 
salutatorian, high school Principal Jeff  Roadcap and 
Superintendent Dave Campbell.

The company states on its website that it can vir-
tually gather students and their families to celebrate 
commencement. It has the ability to play audio of  
each student’s names as a personalized slide is dis-
played.

It also permits each new graduate their individual 
“move the tassel” moment with a personalized video 
fi le.

“Herff  Jones reached out to us. We went with them 
because they have a 17-year track record, including 
streaming commencement for the University of  
Phoenix,” Campbell said following Tuesday night’s 

Line Mountain School 
District to hold virtual 
commencement June 4
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A crew removes the turf at Kemp Memorial Stadium on Tuesday. The district previously 
announced that an anonymous male alumnus will donate $250,000 toward replacing the turf, 
which was originally installed in 2005. The total cost of the project is $442,750.

TURF REMOVAL
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FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP — With the novel coronavi-
rus restrictions interrupting end-of-year activities for 
high school students, a national movement to support 
and encourage them has rapidly gained momentum in 
the Susquehanna Valley.

The Southern Columbia Area School District com-
munity is honoring the Class of  2020 by participating in 
the “Adopt a Senior” campaign, which asks well-mean-
ing residents to choose a senior to whom they would 
be willing to send letters of  encouragement and small 
packages.

Similar campaigns have sprung up in other districts 
in the area, including Shamokin and Mount Carmel. 
The students routinely post photos of  themselves with 
the unexpected gifts on social media.

As of  Monday, all but one senior at Southern 
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Gina Gratti, a senior at Southern Columbia 
Area, holds gifts that she received from the 
Kramer family, of Ralpho Township.

Senior 
‘adoption’ 
SCA Class of 2020 
showered with gifts 
by Tiger community
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