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A shooting at a Tennessee 
high school killed one person 
and wounded a police officer 
just before the bell rang Mon-
day, coming as the communi-
ty reels from off-campus gun 
violence that has left three 
students dead this year.

No one else was hurt at 
Austin-East Magnet High 
School in Knoxville, a city 
about 180 miles east of  Nash-
ville, police said in a state-
ment. One person has been 
detained.

Police said they responded 

to reports of  a possible gun-
man in the school around 
3:15 p.m.

“Upon approach of  the 
subject, shots were fi red,” 
Knoxville Police Depart-
ment posted on Facebook. 
An “offi cer was struck at 
least one time.”

The post said a male died 
at the school, but authorities 
did not release any more 
information on the victim.

Speaking outside a hospi-
tal, Knoxville Mayor Indya 
Kincannon told WATE-TV 
that she spoke with the 
wounded offi cer and he 
was conscious and in good 
spirits.

Tennessee high 
school shooting 
kills 1, wounds 
police officer

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI

THE NEWS-ITEM

larry_d@newsitem.com

SHAMOKIN — City council at their regular meeting 
Monday approved the opening of  the Lawton W. Shroyer 
Memorial Swimming Pool as well as various community 
events, including fi reworks shot from the Glen Burn Bank 
on July 3.

The approvals are in stark contrast to last year when 
council nixed the annual fi reworks display by Citizens for 
a Better Community (CBC) and opening of  the communi-
ty pool on North Rock Street due to the pandemic. Mayor 
John Brown and council have since expressed regret for 
cancelling the fi reworks show, although a show sponsored 
by the city was held in its place.

“I see that the opening of  the pool is on the agenda. Bra-
vo,” resident Robert Derk commented prior to council vot-
ing on the matter. “Anything that gets us back to normal is 
greatly appreciated.”

Councilwoman Jennifer Seidel said opening of  the 
pool is tentatively set for the weekend of  June 4, contin-
gent upon staffi ng, weather and mechanical issues. She 

City approves 
annual fireworks 
show, opening of 
community pool
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HERNDON — K9 Flynn has been 
around the world — literally. On 
Saturday, the 7-year-old Belgian 
Malinois got a second chance to curl 
up at the feet of  the man who spent 
several years as his partner on the 
Schenectady, New York, police force.

Nineteen months ago, Offi cer 
Kevin Derkowski handed Flynn’s 
leash over to Anne Gibbs, founder 
of  K9 Hero Haven, in hopes she 
could rehabilitate the newly retired 
working dog and help him fi nd a 
good home.

Hard switch

Derkowski and Flynn had been 
partners in the police narcotics divi-
sion for several years, and the K9 
was an exceptional offi cer.

“He was trained in criminal 
apprehension, building searches, 
narcotics detection and tracking 
missing individuals and criminals 
fl eeing from the police,” Derkowski 
said. “During our time together, Fly-
nn helped apprehend and take into 
custody many dangerous and vio-
lent individuals, helping to keep not 
only the public safe, but police offi -
cers as well. Flynn also contributed 
to the war on drugs by detecting the 
location of  drugs that may not have 
been easily found by a police offi cer 
alone.”

‘HE DESERVES IT’
K9 Hero Haven reunites retired 

police dog with his handler

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Kevin Derkowski, of New York, poses with his former partner, K9 
Flynn, after the two were reunited Saturday at K9 Hero Haven in 
Herndon.

BY MARK GILGER

THE NEWS-ITEM

mark_g@newsitem.com

SUNBURY — A jury of  
seven women and fi ve men 
was selected Monday morn-
ing for Wednesday’s trial of  
the mother of  accused child 
murderer Jahrid Burgess.

Christy Willis, 51, of  
Plum Creek Road, Sunbury, 
will face a jury trial before 
Northumberland County 
Judge Hugh A. Jones on fel-
onies of  obstructing a child 
abuse case and hindering 
apprehension or prosecu-
tion, and a misdemeanor of  
providing false reports to 

law enforcement.
Jury selection took 

approximately 2 1/2 hours. In 
addition to the jurors, two 
alternates (one male, one 
female) also were chosen 
for the trial.

The charges relate to the 
murder of  3-year-old Ara-
bella Parker in 2019.

Willis’ attorney, William 
Cannon, a special confl icts 
counselor with the county, 
previously requested Presi-
dent Judge Charles H. Say-
lor to dismiss the charges 
against his client based 
on Rule 600 that requires a 

Jury selected for Willis trial 
that will be held Wednesday
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CATAWISSA — Four teachers 
— at least one from each school — 
were furloughed Monday night at 
a special meeting of  the Southern 
Columbia Area School Board. 
The measure was approved by a 
vote of  8-1, with only Tony Serafi -
ni voting against it.

Fawn Madden, a third-grade 

teacher; Zach Malett, fourth 
grade; Anthony Rodriguez, sixth 
grade; and Aaron Cole, grades 7 
to 12 math teacher, all were sus-
pended — not due to their own 
fault but rather to a “substantial 
decrease” in enrollment.

“The decision to let teachers 
go is not easy,” Superintendent 
James Becker said, “but we’re 
making staffi ng proportionate to 
enrollment.”

An in-depth study on enroll-

ment fi gures from the past and 
projections for the future, pro-
vided by the state Department of  
Education (PDE), revealed that 
the district has endured a loss of  
about 9% in the number of  stu-
dents attending its three schools.

“In our March meeting, we did 
an enrollment study and talked 
about our past enrollment, what 
it is now and what our enrollment 
is projected to do,” Becker said. 
“These are PDE numbers, not 

numbers i made up. Some of  this 
was eye-opening.”

He produced a PowerPoint 
presentation that is available to 
the public through the BoardDocs 
website. It lists the actual enroll-
ment from as far back as the 2015-
16 school year — 1,381 students 
overall; the enrollment from this 
year, 2020-21 — 1,255; and projec-
tions for each school year through 
2029-30 — 1,211.

“Another big issue is looking 

at the projections — what is it 
(enrollment) going to do,” Becker 
said. “PDE has been very, very con-
sistent and (it) predicts another 6% 
drop over the next six years.”

The furloughs drop the number 
of  teachers in third, fourth and 
sixth grades by one, from fi ve to 
four. Cole’s suspension also drops 
by one the number of  math teach-
ers in grades 7 to 12, from seven 

4 teachers furloughed at SCA schools

Furlough, Page A6

City, Page A6

K9, Page A6


