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Court: Alleged rape victim fails to appear for
hearing for defendant on unrelated charges
BY MARK GILGER
THE NEWS-ITEM
mark_g@newsitem.com

SUNBURY — Despite being
subpoenaed to testify, a Mount
Carmel woman failed to appear

Monday morning at the Northumberland County Courthouse
for an unrelated hearing involving the man accused of raping
her.
A habeas corpus hearing for
Patrick Gurdak, 22, of 304 W.

Fifth St., Mount Carmel, who was
charged by Mount Carmel police
with simple assault and other
offenses relating to a March 18
disturbance at his residence, was
continued by President Judge
Charles H. Saylor at the request

of Assistant District Attorney
Michael Finn after the alleged
victim of the assault failed to
appear.
The victim in the assault case
is the same woman Gurdak was
charged by borough police with

raping between Feb. 11 and Feb.
28.
After continuing the hearing
until Aug. 19, Saylor conducted
another habeas corpus hearing
Court, Page A6

Woman sues
employer for
alleged sexual
harassment
er, located in Klingerstown,
“aided and abetted” their
employees in carrying out
discriminatory actions
WILLIAMSPORT — A
against her based upon genSnyder County woman
der, creating an intolerable
has sued Michael Foods
work environment.
Inc. over claims of sexual
Tracy requests the
harassment, and disability court enter a declaratory
discrimination and retalijudgement stating Michael
ation.
Foods’ policies and proNancy Tracy, through her cedures subjected her to
attorney, Mark Catanzaro,
sexual harassment and
of Mount Holly, New Jersey, similar behaviors; prohibfiled Friday a 14-page comiting Michael Foods from
plaint in the U.S. Middle
implementing or enforcing
District Court of PennsylHarassment, Page A6
vania, alleging her employ-

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI
THE NEWS-ITEM
larry_d@newsitem.com

SUBMITTED PHOTO

A FONDNESS FOR FAWNS
An Elysburg resident who didn’t want to be identified recently took this photo of three fawns
grazing on her property. White-tailed deer are Pennsylvania’s state mammal.

Public park takes the place
of dilapidated former school
BY LARRY DEKLINSKI
THE NEWS-ITEM
larry_d@newsitem.com

KEVIN MERTZ/THE (MILTON) STANDARD-JOURNAL

Volunteers from the Milton Fire Department stand
along Chillisquaque Creek while assisting with
the search for Arlen Weaver, who was pronounced dead after becoming submerged in the
creek.

Police: Man who
couldn’t swim
drowns in creek
occurred at 4:50 p.m. in
the area of Danny’s Road,
Liberty Township, Montour
County, near the NorthumPOTTS GROVE — A
berland County line.
33-year-old Montour County
According to Lynn, Arlen
man died Saturday while
Weaver, 33, of Danny’s
swimming with his family
Road, became submerged in
in Chillisquaque Creek.
Montour County Coroner
Drowning, Page A6
Scott Lynn said the incident

BY KEVIN MERTZ

THE (MILTON)
STANDARD-JOURNAL

RANSHAW — An eyesore has been
replaced with a recreation area in the
eastern end of Coal Township.
A public park on the site of the
former St. Anthony Parochial School
at Webster and Fifth streets is nearing
completion. On Monday, a crew from
Brookside Landscaping was stabilizing green benches along a crushedstone walkway enhanced by shrubs.
According to Coal Township Manager Rob Slaby Jr., the work is some
of the last scheduled for the site,
which includes a gazebo, mulch and
grass that took the place of barren
dirt.
The total cost of the project is
$43,000, which was split between the
township’s general fund and a grant
from the Keystone Communities Program, administered by the Department of Community and Economic
Development, that was also used to
raze the hazardous building in fall
2016.
A requirement of the grant, Slaby
explained, was that the property had
to be repurposed. Since the project is
in a flood plain, supervisors believed
a park was the best option for the

LARRY DEKLINSKI/STAFF PHOTO

Bailey Wheary, of Brookside Landscaping, stabilizes a bench
inside a new park at the former location of the St. Anthony
Parochial School Monday in Ranshaw. The recreation area is nearing completion and includes a gazebo and a crushed stone walkway.
community.
In 2014, the township purchased the
property for $1, plus costs and fees,
from the county repository with the
intentions of demolishing the build-

ing, which had partially collapsed on
several occasions.
Following demolition, the land was
Park, Page A6

Trump backs 2-year budget deal that boosts spending, suspends debt limit
BY DAMIAN PALETTA
AND ERIC WERNER
THE WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — The White
House and House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, D-Calif., reached a tentative two-year budget deal Monday
that would raise spending limits
by $320 billion and suspend the
federal debt ceiling until after the
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“SOMEBODY NEEDS TO CALMLY AND CLEARLY LAY OUT THE ALTERNATIVES,
BECAUSE WE SAW WHAT HAPPENED LAST TIME.”
Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas
2020 presidential election.
The agreement, which still
must be passed through Con-
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ton’s borrowing binge for at least
two years.
“I am pleased to announce

that a deal has been struck with
Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell, Senate Minority
Leader Charles E. Schumer,
Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, and House Minority Leader
Kevin McCarthy — on a two-year
Budget and Debt Ceiling, with no
poison pills,” President Donald
Budget, Page A6
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