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SHAMOKIN — Two men have 
been charged in relation to the 
Sunday, May 5 burglary at Trin-
ity Evangelical Congregational 
Church located at 28 W. Arch St.

Robert L. Yost, 33, of  32 N. 
Anthracite St., Shamokin, and 
William Bender, 39, of  23 Gold 
St., Shamokin, have both been 

charged with burglary, criminal 
trespass, criminal conspiracy and 

theft by unlawful taking relating 
to the incident. Both men are 
also facing drug-related charges, 
which stemmed from their appre-
hensions.

According to police, sever-
al items were stolen from the 
church, including a cross, col-
lection plates and church paper-
work.

The incident was called in to 
authorities by a church volunteer, 
who confronted one of  the bur-

glars during the act, causing him 
to fl ee.

About an hour later, offi cers 
spotted one of  the items believed 
to be stolen from the church on 
the front porch of  a home on 
Anthracite Street, near the resi-
dence of  Yost.

Later that day, a witness came 
forward to police, stating that 
Bender was in possession of  a 
priest’s robe at his residence on 
Gold Street.

Police responded to Bender’s 
residence, were granted permis-
sion to search the home, and 
found a black robe in plain view 
hanging in the bedroom, author-
ities said. Bender told police he 
found the robe.

Police also found marijuana 
and drug paraphernalia in an 
adjacent property that Bender 
had access to, police said. Bender 

Charges filed in Shamokin church burglary

YOST BENDER

Two men arrested for allegedly breaking into Trinity Evangelical
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DES MOINES, Iowa — China’s 
announcement Monday of  higher 
tariffs on $60 billion of  Amer-
ican exports — retaliation for 
President Donald Trump’s latest 
penalties on Chinese goods — hit 
particularly hard in the farm belt. 
China’s vast consumer market 
has been a vital source of  revenue 
for American farmers.

Since December, when U.S. 
and China negotiators called a 
truce to tariffs and began signal-
ing that an agreement might be 
reached, soybean farmers had 

been holding out hope that sales 
to China would resume, said Todd 
Hultman, an Omaha-based grain 
market analyst with agriculture 
market data provider DTN. In the 
meantime, the farmers had been 
storing a record stockpile of  near-
ly 1 billion bushels.

The latest news of  a new round 
of  tariffs, with no agreement in 
sight, spooked the fi nancial mar-
kets and some farmers who had 
been tentatively optimistic.

“This is hitting the market at 
a very emotionally distressful 
time,” Hultman said. “The rug 
of  hope was pulled out from 

under us and especially with the 
announcement this morning that 
China is going to retaliate with 
higher tariffs of  their own.”

In a statement Monday, the 
American Soybean Association 
reacted with frustration edged 
with anxiety.

“The sentiment out in farm 
country is getting grimmer by 
the day,” said John Heisdorffer, a 
soybean farmer in Keota, Iowa, 
who is chairman of  the ASA. 
“Our patience is waning, our 
fi nances are suffering and the 

Farmers who sell to China feel pain of tariffs
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Cargo containers are staged near cranes on March 5 at the 
Port of Tacoma, in Tacoma, Wash.
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SUNBURY — A 53-year-
old Locust Gap man was 
sentenced Monday by 
Judge Paige Rosini to 2 to 
4 years in state prison for 
operating a meth lab in his 
home, where his 2-year-old 
and six-month-old grand-
children also lived.

Matthew Scott Smithey, 
of  164 Main St., P.O. Box 165, 
also was ordered to pay a 
$250 fi ne plus costs for oper-
ating the meth lab on Dec. 5.

Rosini imposed concur-
rent sentences of  15 to 30 
months in state prison for 
endangering the welfare of  
children and 3 to 6 months 
in state prison for posses-

Man charged 
with operating 
meth lab gets 2 
to 4 years in jail

City of Shamokin

HARRISBURG (AP) 
— President Donald 
Trump is coming to 
Pennsylvania for a rally 
the day before voters in 
a congressional district 
in the northcentral part 
of  the state pick a new 
representative to go to 
Washington.

Trump’s rally is next 
Monday at hangar by 
Williamsport Regional 
Airport in Montours-
ville. His campaign says 
Trump was last there in 
2015.

Republican Fred Keller 
and Democrat Marc Frie-
denberg are vying to fi ll 

an open seat created by 
Republican Tom Marino’s 
resignation in January.

The district is heavily 
Republican and voters 
there backed Trump in 
2016’s presidential elec-
tion by better than 2 to 1 
over Democrat Hillary 
Clinton.

Trump beat Clinton 
in Pennsylvania, by less 
than 1 percentage point, 
and the state is part of  his 
likeliest path to winning 
a second term.

Tickets to the free event 
are available on Trump’s 
campaign website, www.
donaldjtrump.com.

Trump heading to Montoursville 
to show support for Fred Keller
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President Donald Trump speaks at a rally Wednesday in Panama City Beach, Fla. 
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WATSONTOWN — A Watson-
town home has been condemned 
after more than a dozen cats were 

found in what police have described 
as “unlivable conditions.”

Council on Monday approved 
Watsontown Code Enforcement Offi -
cer Ed Wenger to “take any and all 
measures necessary to resolve the 

situation at 720 Ash St.” A notice of  
violation of  property maintenance 
code document released by the bor-
ough lists Suzette M. Young as the 

Dozens of cats found in Watsontown 
residence, building then condemned
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SHAMOKIN — 
Shamokin City Council 
honored members of  

the Shamokin Area Mid-
dle-High School’s Powerlift-
ing Team for their team and 
individual achievements 
in recent state competition. 
The team, coached by Nate 
Rhodes, placed third over-
all.

Prior to the start of  the 
city meeting, a Community 
Development Block Grant 
meeting was held to allow 
for public input on where 
the state grant money 
should be spent.

Lynn Dixson, the city’s 
director of  Community 
and Economic Devel-
opment, stated that the 
estimated CDBG funding 
for the current fi scal year 
would be roughly the same 
amount received as last 

Govt. study      
commission    
education session
When: 6 p.m. today
Where: Career Link Center 
Auditorium, 2 E. Arch St, 
Shamokin
Why: To educate the public 
on an upcoming vote (May 
21) regarding the forma-
tion of a government study 
commission and the possi-
bility of home rule. Each 
meeting has about a 15 
minute presentation fol-
lowed by a Q&A session.
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