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In 1933, during the height of  
the Great Depression, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt started the 
Civilian Conservation Corps, or 
CCC, which provided jobs to more 
than 3 million Americans and bol-

stered the nation’s commitment 
to environmental conservation.

Now, in the midst of  the coro-
navirus pandemic, as a half-mil-
lion people in the United States 
endure continued unemploy-
ment, U.S. Sen. Bob Casey wants 
to recreate the CCC to help 252,000 
people in Pennsylvania find work 
that will help repair damage done 

to the environment and promote 
clean water, air and best manage-
ment practices.

“This is an idea whose time has 
come. There is an urgency upon 
us,” Casey said Friday morning 
during an online roundtable with 
the ReImagine Appalachia Coa-
lition.

The coalition and its stakehold-

ers contend that re-establishing 
a program like the CCC will pro-
vide the “opportunity to invest in 
agriculture, forestry and infra-
structure while healing social 
inequities in our region by invest-
ing in communities and people.”

Four states are the current 
focus of  the coalition, in terms 
of  the CCC project — Pennsyl-

vania, Ohio, West Virginia and 
Kentucky.

“We have a crisis that is at least 
threefold,” Casey said. “We have 
a health crisis. Our public health 
system wasn’t invested in nearly 
enough. … How do we do a better 
job next time?

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI

THE NEWS-ITEM

larry_d@newsitem.com

HARRISBURG – Maskless Pennsyl-
vanians will not be turned away from 
polling places this Tuesday, according 
to Secretary of  State Kathy Boockvar.

She said while no voter will be 
denied their right to vote for not 
wearing a mask, all voters should 
wear one to protect their own safety, 

other voters and those of  poll workers 
“who will be spending all day at the 
polls so their neighbors can cast their 
ballots.”

“We want voters to feel safe going 
to the polls on election day to exer-
cise their constitutional right to 
vote,” Boockvar was quoted in a 
news release. “In addition to all the 
precautions that counties are taking, 
voters should follow common-sense 
measures, such as wearing a mask 

and maintaining social distancing at 
the polls.”

The Department of  State, in 
partnership with the Pennsylvania 
Emergency Management Agency, is 
providing counties with masks, hand 
sanitizer, sneeze guards, marking 
tape for social distancing and other 
supplies for polling places.

Voters have the right to vote 

Sen. Casey: Reimagined CCC program would 
boost jobs, aid environment in 4-state region

BY MATT FARRAND
THE STANDARD-JOURNAL

DANVILLE — The Dan-
ville Area School District 
and the union represent-
ing its teachers averted a 
planned job action Thurs-
day night.

“Both sides came togeth-
er (and) worked diligently,” 
said Dave Fortuanto, Dan-
ville Education Association 
president. “We gave. They 
gave. We bent in the mid-
dle.”

As noted during the regu-
lar board meeting the previ-
ous night, the sides worked 
with a mediator. Fortunato 
noted members would vote 
on the tentative contract in 

the days ahead.
School directors will also 

need to approve the agree-
ment, which will likely be 
on the agenda for the board 
meeting of  Wednesday, Nov. 
18. Fortunato speculated as 
to whether a special meet-
ing would be called.

Meantime, Superin-
tendent Ricki Boyle was 
relieved that the district 
and union employees 
reached a tentative deal.

“Averting a strike is good 
for the students, the teach-
ers, and the community,” 
Boyle wrote. “I am grateful 
to all the negotiation team 
members for their hard 

Teachers union, 
Danville board 
reach agreement
Super: Averting strike 
is good for all involved

Pa. official: Maskless voters will 
not be denied the right to vote
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Joe Stewart, a member of the Liberty Fire Co. in Shamokin, clowns around inside “Leo’s Room” 
at the Elysburg Haunted House at the Valley Gun and Country Club. The 44th edition of the 
spook house is open one last time tonight at 7 p.m.


