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COAL TOWNSHIP — 
Shamokin Area School Board 
unanimously approved a fi ve-year 
lease agreement Tuesday night 
with Central Susquehanna Inter-
mediate Unit No. 16 to operate an 
early childhood program at the 
Annex building in Shamokin.

The school district will receive 
$60,000 annually from the CSIU to 
lease nine classrooms and offi ce 
space at the former school at 115 
N. Seventh St.

The lease agreement begins 
July 1 and continues through 
June 30, 2026, unless terminated 
by the school district or CSIU.

Facing a $2.1 million budget 
defi cit last year, the school board 
was forced to furlough teachers 

and non-instructional person-
nel, cut programs and close the 
Annex building that housed 
kindergarten and fi rst-grade 
students at the time. Kindergar-
ten and fi rst-grade students now 
attend the elementary school in 
the Edgewood district of  Coal 
Township.

Prior to the current academic 
year, the Annex served as a school 
building in the district for many 

decades.
Voting to approve the lease 

agreement were board President 
Brian Persing, Rosalie Smoogen, 
Erik Anderson, Charles Shuey, 
Ed Griffi ths, Jeff  Kashner, Bernie 
Sosnoskie Jr., Laura Scandle and 
Melissa Hovenstine.

Dean of  Students Henry Hynos-
ki said the middle/high school 
teachers are continuing to meet 
the challenges of  the COVID-19 

pandemic by providing quality 
in-person and virtual instruction 
to students while adhering to all 
coronavirus regulations.

For the fi rst time, Hynoski 
said the district has no students 
attending alternative education 
classes at Compass Academy.

He said end-of-the-year activ-
ities include the prom on May 7 

SASB leases Annex building to CSIU 
for five years at $60,000 annually
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HARRISBURG — The 
City of  Shamokin has been 
awarded Act 47 funding 
through the Pennsylvania 

Depart-
ment of  
Commu-
nity and 
Economic 
Devel-
opment 
(DCED) to 
assist in 
complet-
ing a key 
fl ood zone 

study, according to state 
Sen. John R. Gordner (R-27) 

and state Rep. Kurt A. Mass-
er (R-107).

Under a proposed change 
to a Federal Emergency 
Management Agency fl ood 
map, 234 residential and 
commercial structures in 
Shamokin would be added 
to the 100-year fl ood zone. 
This would quadruple the 
impacted area within the 
town, including areas that 
haven’t seen fl ooding in 
recent history. Flood insur-
ance on these properties 
would be cost prohibitive 
for most of  the affected res-
idents.

Act 47 funding 
awarded to 
city for flood 
zone study
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SHAMOKIN — Coun-
cilwoman Barbara 
Moyer, of  130 E. Sunbury 
St., announces her can-
didacy for reelection to 
Shamokin City Council 
in the May 18 primary 
election. Moyer is a can-
didate on the Republican 

ballot.
She is 

married 
to Jeffrey 
Fromm, 
who is 
retired 
from the 
Federal 
Bureau 
of  Pris-
ons. She is the mother of  
Jill Mayer, a prosecutor 

Moyer seeks 
reelection to 
city council

MOYER
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SUNBURY — Weis Markets Inc. has made the decision to 
close its Anthra Plaza store in Coal Township in May. Weis 
recently informed the store’s 35 full- and part-time associ-
ates to facilitate their transfer to nearby Weis stores.

Most of  this store’s associates will transfer to the Walnut 
Street location in Shamokin, according to the company.

The company made this decision as business continues 
to shift to its Walnut Street store, which recently went 
through a remodel during which it expanded the deli and 
frozen departments, increased variety in every department, 
expanded the pharmacy and upgraded the exterior.

In May, Weis plans to begin the construction of  a fuel cen-
ter, where customers can redeem their gas reward points.

Weis to close Coal 
Township store
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WASHINGTON — After Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s giant COVID-19 
relief  bill passed Congress, he made 
a prime-time address to the nation 
and presided over a Rose Garden 
ceremony.

But there wasn’t so much as a 
statement from the White House 
after the House passed legislation 
that would require background 
checks for gun purchases, a signa-
ture Democratic issue for decades.

Biden’s views on gun regula-
tion have evolved along with his 
party — at one point reluctant to 
impose too many restrictions that 
blue-collar Democrats opposed — to 
a near-unanimous call to do some-
thing about gun violence after a 
spate of  mass shootings.

In the early months of  Biden’s 
presidency, even popular proposals 
like background checks are lower on 
his list of  priorities and their pros-
pects in the Senate cloudy.

The two bills that passed the 
House last week would expand back-

ground checks on gun purchases, 
the fi rst signifi cant movement on 
gun control since Democrats took 
control of  both chambers of  Con-
gress and the White House.

They are among a number of  
major bills House Democrats have 
pushed through in recent weeks, 
including legislation to expand vot-
ing rights and support union orga-
nizing, that now face an uncertain 
fate in the Senate. Supporters of  the 
background check bills are hoping 

Advocates seek Biden push on 
gun bills, but prospects iffy
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Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, D-Texas, speaks to reporters as she is joined by, from left, Rep. Lucy 
McBath, D-Georgia; Rep. Mike Thompson, D-California, chairman of the House Gun Violence 
Prevention Task Force; and Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, D-California, at a news confer-
ence on passage of gun violence prevention legislation Thursday at the Capitol in Washington. 
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COAL TOWNSHIP — A 
45-year-old Lewistown man 
has been charged with 
threatening his girlfriend 
with a knife and choking 
and punching her at 1036 W. 
Lynn St. on Dec. 12.

Clarence William Ross-
man, who is currently in 
Columbia County Prison 
on unrelated charges, was 
arraigned at 1:30 p.m. Tues-
day by Magisterial District 
Judge John Gembic III on 
two felony counts of  aggra-
vated assault, a felony of  

Man accused of 
choking girlfriend 
and threatening 
her with knife
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NORTHUMBERLAND — A 43-year-old Shamokin 
man charged with a felony of  terroristic threats 
for allegedly making a threat against Shikellamy 
Middle School in Northumberland on Thursday 

Shamokin man 
jailed for alleged 

threat against 
high school
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