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BY THE NEWS-ITEM

MOUNT CARMEL — Four people at Mount Carmel 
Area School District have tested positive for COVID-19, 
sparking administration to announce Tuesday that stu-
dents now will attend a hybrid form of  education.

“This move is being made to reduce our building pop-
ulation and help with social distancing,” Superintendent 
Pete Cheddar said in a video posted on the school district 
website.

The scheduling change will be in place for the next two 
weeks, Cheddar said, at which time the district will reas-
sess the situation.

Earlier this week, district administration had report-
ed two cases of  coronavirus and reportedly closed the 
school buildings on Monday for a “deep cleaning” of  the 

4 cases of 
COVID-19 push 
MCA schools 
to switch to 
hybrid format

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI
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larry_d@newsitem.com

SUNBURY — Northum-
berland County offi cials 
and SEDA-COG are in the 
process of  reviewing appli-
cations seeking a portion of  
the $8.2 million the county 
received to assist with 
COVID-19 expenses.

County Commissioners 
Sam Schiccatano, Kym Best 
and Joseph Klebon have 
already allocated $1 million 
of  the federal funding to 
DRIVE (Driving Real Inno-
vation for a Vibrant Econ-
omy) to expand wireless 

broad-
band 
network 
access 
in rural 
areas of  
the coun-
ty.

Entities 
that were 
able to 

apply for the remaining 
$7.2 million included non-
profi ts, municipalities, and 
businesses with fewer than 
100 employees that did not 
receive funding through 
the Federal Paycheck 

Requests for 
North’d County 
COVID-19 funds 
‘much more’ than 
what’s available

SCHICCATANO

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI
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larry_d@newsitem.com

SHAMOKIN — A new hotel at 
the site of  the former Coal Hole and 
textile mill along Walnut Street is 
one step closer to reality following a 
Zoning Board of  Adjustment hear-
ing Tuesday evening on the stage 
of  the Northumberland Career and 
Arts Center.

Lark Berger Ventures LLC and 
Dunn Twiggar Co. LLC sought and 
was approved three variances for 
The Anthracite Hotel, a proposed 
65-bedroom facility that would 
include a restaurant, meeting 
rooms, fi tness area, roof  deck and  
lobby.

Blue prints show that the former 
Coal Hole structure would be torn 
down and a four-story structure 
would take its place. It would 
include a 4,250-square-foot restau-
rant, king and queen bedrooms, and 
a 540-square-foot observation deck 
fronting Walnut Street.

The existing four-story former 
mill would be fully renovated and 
include more bedrooms and various 
amenities.

Both buildings would be connect-
ed by a four-story corridor at the 
rear of  a one-story lobby measuring 
2,200-square-foot with the main 

entrance fronting Walnut Street. 
The buildings would contain an ele-
vator and water sprinklers.

There would be a total of  115 park-
ing stalls in a lot across the street 
and two stalls alongside the hotel.

Andy Twiggar, managing partner 
of  Lark Berger Ventures and Dun 

Twiggar Co., was grated exceptions 
for the minimum amount of  park-
ing stalls from 150 to 117; the length 
of  parking stalls from 20 to 17 or 18 
feet; and width of  a loading dock 
on the eastern-side of  the building 

ONE STEP CLOSER TO REALITY

Three variances approved for The Anthracite 
Hotel following city zoning board hearing

COURTESY OF ANDY TWIGGAR

Shown is an illustration of the proposed Anthracite Hotel along Walnut Street in Shamokin. Lark 
Berger Ventures LLC and Dunn Twiggar Co. LLC sought and was approved three variances 
Tuesday night for the proposed 65-bedroom facility that would include a restaurant, fitness area, 
roof deck and lobby.
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Andy Twiggar, managing partner of Lark Berger Ventures and 
Dun Twiggar Co., shows an illustration of The Anthracite Hotel 
along Walnut Street during a hearing of the City of Shamokin 
Zoning Hearing Board Tuesday on the stage of the Northumberland 
Career and Arts Center.
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SHAMOKIN — Mag-
isterial District Judge 
John Gembic III denied a 
request Tuesday by Miguel 
A. Torres, who is charged 
with homicide by vehicle 
while DUI, to be released 
on supervised bail and 
continued his preliminary 
hearing due to technical dif-
fi culties with video equip-
ment at Northumberland 
County Jail.

It marked the second 
time Torres’ hearing has 

been continued. The fi rst 
continuance was granted 
by Gembic at the request of  
Patrolman Raymond Siko 
III, the arresting offi cer in 
the case.

Torres’ attorney James 
Best, who serves as inde-
pendent confl icts counsel 
for the county, asked the 
judge to release his client 
on supervised bail because 
Torres claimed his cellmate 
has COVID-19. Gembic said 
Torres, who is incarcerated 
in the county jail in lieu of  
$50,000 cash bail, told him 
he tested negative for the 
virus.

Northumberland County 
District Attorney Tony 
Matulewicz opposed any 
bail reduction in the case.

Due to technical diffi -
culties with conducting a 
hearing via video from the 
jail that prevented the legal 
proceeding from starting 
at 11 a.m. and Best having 
a prior legal commitment, 
Gembic continued the 
hearing with no new date 
scheduled.

Torres, 23, of  724 E. Race 
St., Shamokin, is charged 
in connection with a Jan. 
26 two-car crash at Mul-
berry and Market streets 

that claimed the life of  
Sharon Marie Adams, 66, of  
Shamokin.

Police reported Torres 
was high on marijuana and 
driving 62 to 64 miles per 
hour in a 25-mile-per-hour 
zone when his Mini Cooper 
collided with Adams’ Hon-
da, killing her and injuring 
her passenger, Robert Alter.

In addition to homicide 
by vehicle while driving 
under the infl uence, Torres 
is charged with aggravated 
assault by vehicle while 
driving under the infl uence, 

Judge denies bail request by Torres 
in homicide by vehicle while DUI case
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