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HARRISBURG — Philadelphia 
is bringing a halt to its plans to 
allow indoor dining, bars, gyms 
and fi tness centers to reopen, 
with offi cials saying Tuesday 
that the city is seeing rising case 
COVID-19 counts and could be 
affected by a growing epidemic 
elsewhere in the country.

The city’s health commissioner, 
Dr. Tom Farley, broke the bad 
news during a news conference 

ahead of  its Friday target to lift 
more restrictions, noting the city 
is seeing more than 100 new cases 
per day, instead of  a count below 
80 that it had aimed for.

Farley pointed out that he had 
warned last week that if  the city 
didn’t meet its targets for reduc-
tions in new infections that it 
would not lift some restrictions.

“We want to get the economy 
going as well, but at the same 
time we are very concerned about 
the epidemic and we are noticing 

quite a bit what’s going on around 
the country,” Farley said during 
an online news conference.

Farley is also asking travelers 
to Philadelphia from places with 
rising case counts to self-quaran-
tine for 14 days.

The city’s health department 
has contract tracers in touch 
with some of  the people testing 
positive and a number of  them 
are reporting taking trips to the 
shore, where they said they were 
living together at beach houses 

or socializing in bars and restau-
rants, Farley said.

He does not believe the city’s 
large demonstrations over racial 
justice and police brutality, 
spurred by the death of  George 
Floyd, had a big impact on the 
case counts, but said he’ll never 
know for sure.

Philadelphia, nevertheless, is 
allowing some places of  business 
to reopen, including indoor shop-
ping malls, casinos, museums and 
libraries. Outdoor dining can con-

tinue and the city has a manda-
tory mask order for both indoor 
and outdoor spaces for those in 
contact with someone they don’t 
live with.

Across the state, Allegheny 
County, where offi cials over 
the weekend ordered a halt to 
drinking alcohol in bars and 
restaurants due to what they call 
an “alarming” spike in COVID-19 
cases, recorded another sin-
gle-day record high of  new cases 
reported Tuesday.

Philly to keep virus restrictions as cases rise
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MOUNT CARMEL — “Passion-
ate, extremely organized, driven 
and hungry for Mount Carmel Area 
to succeed.”

That’s how Bernie Stellar 
described Pete Cheddar, who 
offi cially succeeded him today as 
Mount Carmel Area superinten-
dent.

Stellar, who retired as the head 
administrator in the district, will 
return to the classroom as a music 
teacher while remaining as director 
of  the Big Red Marching Band.

Cheddar was promoted to the post 
by the school board after serving as 
junior high school principal at his 
alma mater since 2012.

Like Stellar, Cheddar has a lot of  
pride in serving his home district.

Cheddar, a 1996 graduate of  
Mount Carmel Area, stated, “The 
Mount Carmel Area families and 
learning community have always 
meant a great deal to me. Being able 
to lead and plan with our adminis-
tration for the continued and future 
success of  our schools as superin-
tendent is truly an honor.”

Cheddar thanked Stellar for his 

dedication to the school district 
during his term as superintendent. 
He said, “Mr. Stellar has much to be 
proud of  and I am glad he is able to 
fi nish his career continuing as the 
band instructor at Mount Carmel 
Area.”

He added, “I am excited to begin 
this new journey in leading the 
school district with our excellent 
administration team and school 
board. We have an amazing staff  at 
Mount Carmel Area that continues 
to go above and beyond in terms of  
the best interests of  our students.”

The new superintendent said 
his goals include placing student 
achievement at the forefront of  
what district administrators and 
teachers do on a daily basis, pro-
viding a safe learning environment 
for all students and staff  as well 

as encouraging students to get 
involved in extracurricular activi-
ties.

“What I learned over the years is 
students involved with extracurric-
ulars are much less likely to have 
attendance, behavior and academic 
achievement issues,” he said.

Cheddar is very proud of  the 
programs that have evolved in the 
district such as the Tornado Buddy 
Bag Program that sends food home 
weekly to needy families. Cheddar 
and others have been very instru-
mental in the success of  the pro-
gram that raises $10,000 per year to 
send food home to 80 students each 
week.

“This program would not exist 
without the generosity and hard 

Cheddar officially succeeds 
Stellar as MCA superintendent
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New Mount Carmel Area Superintendent Pete Cheddar, left, is congratulated by his predecessor 
Bernie Stellar outside the district office Tuesday morning. Stellar is shown holding a plaque he 
received from the school board for his dedicated service as superintendent.

“ I am excited to begin this new journey in leading the 
school district with our excellent administration team and 
school board. We have an amazing staff at Mount Carmel 
Area that continues to go above and beyond in terms of 

the best interests of our students”

Pete Cheddar, Mount Carmel Area Superintendent
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UPPER MAHANOY TOWNSHIP — A 15-year-old Rebuck 
boy died Monday morning after suffering injuries in a 
bicycle-truck accident along Schwaben Creek Road in this 
Northumberland County township.

Montour County Coroner Scott Lynn reported Lloyd 
King was pronounced dead at 10:24 a.m. in a trauma bay in 
the emergency room at Geisinger Medical Center in Dan-
ville, where he had been airlifted by Life Flight helicopter.

Lynn said King died from multiple blunt force trauma.
Trooper Austin Bennett, of  state police at Stonington, 

reported King was riding a bicycle north on Sliding Hill 

Teen victim of 
Upper Mahanoy 
Township fatal 
crash identified
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FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP 
— After voting twice Mon-
day to pass a $22.7 million 
budget to avoid shutting 
down operations, Southern 
Columbia Area School 
Board will have to vote 
again because a motion to 
adopt the spending plan 
wasn’t worded correctly.

Superintendent James 
Becker said board members 
realized after Monday’s 
meeting that a revote on 
the budget wasn’t worded 
as a motion to pass the 
2020-2021 spending plan in 
the amount of  $22,783,341. 
He said the motion must be 
properly worded and voted 
on again at a special meet-
ing at 6 p.m. Thursday.

Southern budget 
vote declared void 
due to technicality

Board announces special 
meeting Thursday to revote
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LEWISBURG — In the wake of  the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Evangelical Community Hospital has formulated a plan 
to maintain its fi nancial position while recovering from 
the unexpected costs the virus has had on its operations.

“During the COVID-19 response and at present, the 
hospital has prudently managed expenses and remains 
stable and solid,” said Kendra Aucker, President and CEO 
of  Evangelical Community Hospital. “By taking decisive 
action with the workforce, seeking out federal and state 
grants, and matching the recall of  furloughed employees 
with patient volumes, the Hospital has mitigated some of  

Hospital details 
new COVID-19 
recovery plan
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