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DEN-MAR GARDENS — The 
Shedleski family, of  Den-Mar 
Gardens, burst with exhilaration 
when Hallmark Home and Family 
television personality Ken Wingard 
unveiled their holiday-decorated 
home Friday night.

Standing in front of  hundreds 
of  area residents and fl anked by 
a production crew, the family was 
brought to tears as they viewed 
thousands of  dollars worth of  lights 
and Christmas decorations beaming 
from the exterior of  the home at 202 
Montana Drive.

The Mount Carmel Township 
family — Brian, his wife, Carisa, 
and their daughters, Lauren, 16, 
and Leah, 14 — were announced 
Friday as the winners of  Hallmark 
Channel’s Home Holiday Decoration 
Sweepstakes, presented by Balsam 
Hill.

The contest culminated Friday 
evening with the family and Wing-
ard leading a countdown to the big 
reveal. The unique moment was 
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DANVILLE — Geisinger 
Medical Center has determined 
the source of  the pseudomonas 
bacteria exposure in the neonatal 
intensive care unit to a process 
used to prepare donor breast 
milk.

Executive Vice President and 

Chief  Medical Offi cer Edward 
Hartle stated in press release Fri-
day that the hospital’s infection 
control team, in collaboration 
with the state Department of  
Health, traced the exposure to 
equipment used in measuring 
breast milk, which helps prema-
ture infants with their nutritional 
needs.

The bacteria exposure affected 
eight premature infants — three 

who died earlier this year.
Since September 30, the hos-

pital changed this process and is 
instead using single-use equip-
ment to measure and administer 
donor breast milk.

“We have had no new cases of  
infants becoming ill from pseu-
domonas in the neonatal inten-
sive care unit since making this 
change,” Hartle was quoted in the 
release.

According to Hartle, pseudomo-
nas bacteria is present through-
out the environment, and only 
presents a health risk in extreme-
ly fragile patients.

The Department of  Health 
visited the hospital on Oct. 18 to 
review hospital practices and 
cited the Danville campus for not 
having a written policy for clean-
ing equipment used to measure 
donor breast milk, Hartle said.

“We immediately corrected the 
citation and drafted a new policy,” 
Hartle added.

Hartle apologized to the fami-
lies who were affected by the inci-
dent, noting that mothers should 
have “no concerns” about the 
safety of  their own breast milks 
for their babies.

“We know that the public holds 

Geisinger determines source of bacteria
Illnesses that killed 3 infants attributed to process used to prepare donor breast milk
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COAL TOWNSHIP — Honor and respect were on full 
display Friday morning at Shamokin Area Middle-High 
School as a group of  U.S. veterans sat in front of  the stu-
dent body to hear expressions of  appreciation for their 
military service to our country.

The Veterans Day assembly program, which featured a 
combination of  heartfelt words and stirring music, lasted 
approximately 45 minutes. Following the singing of  the 
national anthem and Pledge of  Allegiance the veterans 
were introduced.

Veterans honored

Veterans present were U.S. Army E-4 Edwin Griffi ths 
(Vietnam and Cuban Crisis), U.S. Army E-4 Rich 

Shamokin Area 
holds assembly 
to honor vets
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Shamokin Area Middle-High School’s student 
body stands inside the school’s auditorium 
during Friday’s Veterans Day assembly.
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SUNBURY — Happy par-
ents and children displayed 
their collective smiles 
throughout Judge Charles 
Saylor’s courtroom at the 
Northumberland County 
Courthouse Friday morn-
ing during the county’s 10th 
annual Adoption Day. 

A spirit of  love, celebra-
tion and togetherness per-
meated every part of  the 
normally quiet and somber 
courtroom as children were 
offi cially welcomed into 
their new homes.

Prior to the ceremony, it 
was clearly a family affair 

as the adopted children 
were treated to a lot of  
fun and games with the 
staff  of  Northumberland 
County Children and Youth 
Services (CYS) and their 
new families. They shared 
hugs, laughs, group photos, 
made crafts, played games 
and even got a free face 
painting here and there, if  
so desired.

The event began at 
11:30 a.m. with Saylor offer-
ing his opening remarks.

“The adoptions took a 
little longer than expected 
this morning. I’m proud of  
each of  you for stepping up 
and being a hero for these 

County Adoption 
Day reaches 10th 
year of smiles
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Winner!

Mount Carmel Township family wins 
Hallmark Channel holiday makeover 
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The Shedleski family, from right, Brian, Lauren, Leah and Carissa, react to their holiday-decorated 
home in Den-Mar Gardens Friday night. The home, adorned with thousands of dollars worth of 
decorations, was unveiled by Hallmalk Home & Family television personality Ken Wingard, far 
left.
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Hundreds of area residents view the Shedleski family home at 
202 Montana Drive in Den-Mar Gardens Friday night after 
Hallmark Channel announced the family won the Home Holiday 
Decoration Sweepstakes, presented by Balsam Hill. The home 
was adorned with thousands of dollars of holiday decorations 
and unveiled to the family Friday night.Hallmark, Page A6


