
Browse & Bid times will be
Friday, Oct. 1,  5 to 7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 2, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 8, 5 to 7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 9, 11a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 10  10 a.m. to noon
Auction will be livestreamed on the church’s 

Facebook page beginning at 2pm Sunday, Oct. 10

Basket & Gift  Auction

GREAT PRIZES
TOO NUMEROUS TO MENTION!

Check out Facebook Page and Event 
for Updates & Prizes: @SsPeterandPaulMC.

Homemade ethnic food will be available for takeout.
For more information, Call 570-339-0650

Don’t Miss Th is One!

SS. Peter & Paul’s Church Hall
Avenue & Beech St., Mt. Carmel

Admission $5
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WILLIAMSPORT — On the 
11th day of  his scheduled four-
week federal jury trial, Dr. Ray-
mond Kraynak unexpectedly 
pleaded guilty to 12 felony counts 
of  unlawful distribution and dis-
pensing of  a controlled substance.

Chief  U.S. Middle District 
Judge Matthew William Brann 
accepted Kraynak’s plea Thurs-

day morning 
that calls for 
the defendant 
to spend a 
maximum of  15 
years in federal 
prison.

When asked 
by Brann 
whether he was 
guilty of  the 

crimes alleged against him, Kray-
nak hesitated for a few seconds 
before saying he was.

Each of  the 12 counts carries 
a maximum sentence of  20 years 
in prison and a $1 million fi ne, 
meaning Kraynak was facing a 
maximum penalty of  240 years in 
prison and $12 million in fi nes.

Five felony counts of  unlawful 
distribution and dispensing of  
a controlled substance resulting 
in death and two felony counts 
of  maintaining locations at 28 E. 
Fifth St., Mount Carmel, and 235 
W. Spruce St., Shamokin, for the 
purpose of  unlawfully distribut-

ing controlled substances were 
dismissed under the plea agree-
ment.

Although Kraynak did not 
plead guilty to the illegal distribu-
tion and dispensing of  controlled 
substance resulting in death, 
Assistant U.S. Attorney William 
Behe said the former doctor 
admitted in the plea deal that his 
prescribing of  opioids resulted in 
the death of  fi ve of  his patients.

Kraynak, 64, of  Mount Carmel, 
will be sentenced at a later date 

following a pre-sentence investi-
gation. His sentencing will cul-
minate an approximate four-year 
legal battle.

The plea was entered as the 
defense was set to present its 
case Thursday morning after the 
prosecution rested Wednesday 
afternoon following 10 days of  tes-
timony by multiple government 
witnesses at the federal court-
house in Williamsport.

KRAYNAK COPS PLEA
Former doctor unexpectedly pleads guilty to 12 felonies; 
agreement calls for maximum prison sentence of 15 years

KRAYNAK

BY LARRY DEKLINSKI
THE NEWS-ITEM

larry_d@newsitem.com

OVERLOOK — “Helping other 
people at all times” is a main clause 
of  the Scout Oath that youth in the 
Boy Scouts of  America are asked 
to follow. Scouts are encouraged to 
look for people that could use a hand 
and provide aid for community ser-
vices as ways to live by the oath.

Local Scouts Patrick Lobos and 
Robby Beach have fulfi lled that 

commitment by completing projects 
that improved the aesthetics of  the 
Ralpho Fire Co. in Overlook. Lobos, 
of  Troop 247, Elysburg, led the effort 
to install a 30-foot aluminum fl ag 
pole in front of  the station. Beach, 
of  Troop 254, Shamokin, painted the 
walls of  an apparatus bay.

On behalf  of  the company, pres-
ident Erik Santor recognized the 
efforts of  the young men by present-
ing them with a plaque. Santor also 
donated $400 back to Troop 247 that 
remained following installation of  

the fl ag pole.
“We appreciate what the Boy 

Scouts have done for our station,” 
Santor said during a presentation 
Thursday night inside the station. 
“We are extremely grateful.”

Santor said the new paint and 
fl ag pole are fi ne additions to the 
station, adding that the company 
whole-heartedly supported the 
Scouts and their respective troops 
during the projects.

‘DUTY TO OTHERS’
Scouts encouraged to look for 

people who could use helping hand

LARRY DEKLINSKI/STAFF PHOTO

Scouts Patrick Lobos, left, and Robby Beach stand in front of Ralpho Fire Company’s ladder 
truck Thursday evening. The Scouts were recognized for completing Eagle Scout projects at the 
company in Overlook.
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SHAMOKIN — A city 
mother and daughter have 
been charged for allegedly 
owning pit bulls that have 
a history of  escapes and 
attacks, including an inci-

dent Sunday during which 
a domestic dog was killed.

Vanesa Lehman, 32, and 
Michelle Martz, 50, both of  
1103 N. Pearl St., have each 
been charged by Cpl. Bryan 
Primerano with misde-
meanors a public nuisance 
and disorderly conduct and 
summaries of  harboring 

a dangerous dog resulting 
in injury to a domestic ani-
mal, owning a dog with a 
history of  attacks without 
provocation and owning 
a dog with a propensity to 
attacks without provoca-
tion.

According to the affi da-
vit, police were dispatched 

9:20 p.m. Sunday to 924 E. 
Kase St. for a report of  an 
animal attack. A female 
witness said two pit bulls 
attacked and killed a Shih 
Tzu on the street just east 
of  her residence.

Offi cers later received 

Mother, daughter charged for 
their alleged role in dog attack

BY TIM ZYLA
THE NEWS-ITEM

tim_z@newsitem.com

The Greater Susquehan-
na Valley YMCA is con-
ducting a feasibility study 
on bringing a facility to 
southern Northumberland 
County.

Bonnie McDowell, who 
serves as CEO of  the 
regional organization, said 
Thursday the nonprofi t is 
at “square one” of  an effort 
that began when Kulpmont 
Borough council fi led cor-
respondence in December 
stating its desire to attract a 
branch.

Councilman Steve Moty-
ka said he believes the area 
is a prime candidate for a 
YMCA facility, noting the 
greater Shamokin-Kulp-
mont-Mount Carmel area 
is home to about 40,000 
residents.

“Everything I’ve been 

hearing, from people on the 
streets, board members, 
community groups I attend 
— they are all in favor of  
bringing a YMCA here,” 
he said. “As we researched 
this, we were looking for 
something to bring the 

YMCA at ‘square 
one’ in process of 
bringing services 
to southern 
North’d County

Scan this QR code to 
take the YMCA’s com-
munity survey.
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