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ROCKEFELLER TOWNSHIP 
— The Northumberland County 
Fair, which kicks off  this after-
noon and runs through Saturday, 
will feature a farmers triathlon, 

food, live entertainment, fi re-
works and more.

Held at Tall Cedars Grove, 538 
Seven Points Road, off  Route 890, 
the 20th annual affair is designed 
to bring families together to share 
the historic traditions of  the agri-
cultural community. Admission 
and parking are free.

Today (Farmers Day)

The fair opens at 3 p.m. today. 
Starting at 6:30 p.m., the fi fth 
annual garden tractor pull will 
be held. Judging of  fruit, fl owers 
and vegetable exhibits and bak-
ing contest entries will also take 
place. The sale of  baked goods 
begins at 7 p.m.

Thursday (Senior Citizens 

Day)

Kimbo and Bryan will perform 
a mix of  originals and covers 
from 5 to 7 p.m. The Midlife Cow-
boys take the stage at 7 p.m. to 
perform cowboy classics with a 
“toe tappin’ bluesy fl air.”

Back this year is the mutton 
busting event at 7 p.m. Judging 
of  all remaining fair exhibits will 
also take place Thursday. The 
Farm Animal Educational Exhib-
it will be open to the public too.

Northumberland County Fair opens today

BACK-TO-SCHOOL PREVIEWS
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MOUNT CARMEL — The Mount Carmel Area 
School District has been hard at work over the sum-
mer improving the grounds and facilities to get ready 
for students to go back school today for the 2019-20 
school year.

One of  the big upgrades is the installation of  a 
metal detector at the elementary school. One was 

MCA children 
return today
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MANDATA — Line Mountain 
School District has indicated that it 
plans to focus on identifying student 
mental health issues as a key initia-
tive for the upcoming school year. 
The district is implementing a new 
behavioral health program known as 
Community School-Based Behavioral 
Health (CSBBH) for the elementary 
grades, along with the hiring of  a new 
mental health position for grades fi ve 

through 12.
Superintendent Dave Campbell 

said it is a necessity to have another 
resource available at school in order 
to help students cope with a number 
of  growing mental health issues relat-
ed to the changing cultural landscape. 
The issues identifi ed include:

• Added pressures and social stigmas 
from learning more at an early grade.

• The emphasis placed on PSSA 
testing

• A sharp increase in the number 
of  students who have encountered a 
traumatic experience such as mental 

or physical abuse or witnessing trau-
matic events.

• Drugs and alcohol.
Total enrollment at the district for 

2019-20 stands at 1,101 students — up 
three from last year’s total of  1,098.

Elementary school

The primary goal of  the proactive 
behavioral health program program 
at Line Mountain Elementary will 
be one of  prevention by having men-
tal health professionals available to 

Line Mountain initiates new mental 
health program for elementary ages
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LATE SUMMER FUN
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Miles Reidinger, 6, enjoys the swingset 
at the city’s Arch Street Playground, 
along with his father, Matt Reidinger, 
late Tuesday evening.
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WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump acknowledged 
Tuesday his aggressive China 

trade policies may mean economic 
pain for Americans but insisted 
they’re needed for more important 
long-term benefi ts. He contended 
he does not fear a recession but is 
nonetheless considering new tax 
cuts to promote growth.

Asked if  his trade war with 
China could tip the country into 
recession, Trump brushed off  the 
idea as “irrelevant” and said it was 
imperative to “take China on.”

“It’s about time, whether it’s 
good for our country or bad for 

our country short term,” he said.
Paraphrasing a reporter’s ques-

tion, Trump said, “Your state-
ment about, ‘Oh, will we fall into 
a recession for two months?’ OK? 
The fact is somebody had to take 
China on.”

The president indicated that 
he had no choice but to impose 
the tariffs that have been a drag 
on U.S. manufacturers, fi nancial 
markets and, by some measures, 

Trump acknowledges China policies may mean US economic pain

Shamokin Area 
among districts 
that pay the 
most to charter, 
cyber schools
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COAL TOWNSHIP — Shamokin Area was the 
fourth highest paying school district in the state to 
fund charter/cyber schools in the 2017-18 school year.

Administrators and board members are frustrated 
over the ever-increasing costs and are seeking to 
infl uence state legislators 
to reform how charter/
cyber schools are funded.

During Tuesday night’s 
school board meeting, 
Superintendent Chris 
Venna once again pointed 
out how the district pays 
signifi cant money toward 
the operation of  such 
schools.

He said $1.8 billion was 
spent by Pennsylvania 
school districts to fund 
charter/cyber schools in 2017-18, with Shamokin 
Area paying the fourth highest amount.

Board directors Charles Shuey and Erick Ander-
son concurred with Venna.

“Charter/cyber schools are costing us a fortune,” 
Shuey said.

Anderson said a lot of  the funding involving char-
ter/cyber schools is going to other states.

Venna, Shuey and Anderson encouraged the public 
to contact their state legislators to take measures to 
reform the funding.

In other business, longtime board member Robert 
Getchey made a motion to put a freeze on spending 
throughout the district starting Oct. 1 and through 
May 31, 2020, to prevent the district from suffering 
fi nancial distress.

“ Charter/cyber 
schools are   
costing us           
a fortune.”

Charles Shuey,

board member
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