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HARRISBURG — With six days 
until Election Day, Pennsylvania’s 
top elections offi cial on Wednes-
day urged voters in the presiden-
tial battleground state who have 
one of  the roughly 1 million mail-
in ballots outstanding to drop it 
off  in person rather than mail it.

In addition to concerns over 
Postal Service delays, litigation in 

front of  the U.S. Supreme Court 
is raising doubts over the timing 
of  the deadline for counties to 
receive mail-in ballots.

The state Republican Party is 
asking the court to reinstate an 
Election Day deadline for receiv-
ing ballots, rather than the state 
court-ordered Nov. 6, three days 
after the election.

It is unclear how quickly the 
court will take up the case after 
it said Wednesday said it would 

not grant a quick, pre-election 
decision. But, in a sign of  the 
uncertainty brewed by the litiga-
tion, Pennsylvania told counties 
on Wednesday to set aside and 
not count those ballots arriving 
after polls close until they get 
further direction from the state. It 
remained unclear whether those 
ballots will ultimately be counted.

“At this point we are not rec-
ommending that anybody put 
their ballots in the mail, just 

drop it off  in person,” Secretary 
of  State Kathy Boockvar told 
reporters Wednesday. “We really 
recommend that you drop it off  in 
person.”

The deadline to apply for mail-
in ballots passed on Tuesday. Vot-
ers applied for almost 3.1 mail-in 
or absentee ballots, with about 2 
million returned thus far, election 
offi cials say.

There are a variety of  ways to 
drop off  mail-in ballots, including 

at secure election drop boxes, 
county election offi ces and other 
county-designated drop-off  loca-
tions.

Boockvar also urged counties 
to begin the laborious task of  pro-
cessing mail-in and absentee bal-
lots on Election Day — tasks like 
removing ballots from their outer 
and inner envelopes — so that 
they can be more quickly scanned 

ELECTION 2020
Pa. residents urged to drop off mail-in ballots in person
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COAL TOWNSHIP — Mommy & 
Me Canine Rescue in Mount Carmel 
is seeking information about fi ve 
male Shih Tzu/Puggle mixed dogs 
between the ages of  1 and 3 that 
were found Saturday at different 
times in the Edgewood district of  
Coal Township.

Cyndee White, president of  the 
rescue shelter, said she believes 
all of  the dogs and another Shih 
Tzu/Puggle that remains missing 
were abandoned in the vicinity of  
the Shamokin Area Middle/High 
School campus.

“I believe someone dropped off  
the dogs in the vicinity of  the high 
school and drove off,” she said.

White said two of  the dogs were 
found shortly before 9 a.m. by a man 
walking his canines near Shamokin 
Area Middle/High School.

About an hour later, she said res-
cue personnel were contacted about 
the discovery of  another dog found 
down an embankment near the high 
school baseball fi eld.

White said the dog initially 
appeared injured, but was just “ter-
rifi ed” from being left alone.

At 1:37 p.m., rescue personnel 
were notifi ed that a black Puggle, 

CANINE CAPTURE
Rescue shelter seeking information 
about 5 dogs found in Coal Township
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These are two of the five Shih Tzu/puggle mixed dogs found Saturday in the vicinity of the 
Shamokin Area Middle/High School campus.
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SHAMOKIN — City police 
reported a white pit bull type 
dog attacked and killed a 5-year-
old “Shorkie” mixed breed 
canine Sunday afternoon in the 
1100 block of  North Franklin 

Pit bull attacks, kills 
another dog on 

Bunker Hill
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HARRISBURG — The 
Commonwealth Court of  
Pennsylvania this week 
found that Home Rule 
municipalities are not sub-
ject to a provision of  The 
Local Tax Enabling Act that 
sets an aggregate limit on 
taxation.

The Local Tax Enabling 
Act, also known as Act 511, 
contains a limitation on the 
local taxes certain munic-
ipalities may impose. Spe-
cifi cally, the various forms 
of  local taxes levied by a 
municipality subject to Act 
511 may not exceed the total 
value of  all real estate in 
the municipality multiplied 
by 12 mils (.012).

The City of  Scranton was 
successful in their appeal 
from an order of  the Court 
of  Common Pleas of  Lack-
awanna County, which had 
ordered the city to escrow 
about $50 million in local 
taxes to repay taxes collect-
ed from taxpayers in excess 
of  the aggregate limit.

It was undisputed that 
the total value of  all real 
estate in Scranton in 2015 
was $2,273,875,550, meaning 
the total of  all 2015 taxes 
levied could not exceed 
$27,286,506. In 2017, the 
aggregate limitation was 
$27,648,963.

Taxpayers alleged that 
Scranton collected Act 511 
taxes of  $34,477,500 in 2015 
and budgeted $36,792,500 for 
2016 and $38,045,092 for 2017.

Taxpayers contended 
that Scranton exceeded the 
cap imposed by Act 511, 
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SHAMOKIN — Two city 
residents were charged 
Wednesday with selling 
methamphetamine to a 
confi dential informant in 
September.

Daniel D. Berger, 31, and 
Jennifer Lynn Conover, 40, 
both of  219 S. Market St., 
Shamokin, are charged by 
Cpl. Bryan Primerano with 
felonies of  delivering meth-
amphetamine, criminal 
conspiracy and criminal 
use of  a communication 
facility.

Primerano reported 
Berger and Conover are 
accused of  selling one gram 
of  methamphetamine for 
$100 to an informant Sept. 
16 at Water and Second 
streets.

Berger and Conover were 
arraigned on the charges 
at 2:30 p.m. Tuesday and 
committed to Northumber-
land County Jail in lieu of  
$20,000 cash bail each.

Berger and Corey James 
Feese, 30, also of  219 S. 
Market St., were charged by 
Patrolman James Filko and 
Primerano, respectively, 
with possessing drug par-
aphernalia relating to an 
incident at 1:53 p.m. Tues-
day at their residence.

Police said Berger was 
found in possession of  mul-
tiple glass smoking pipes 
and two small clear plastic 
bags, while Feese had a 
marijuana smoking device.

Two city 
residents 
charged 
with 
selling 
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SLIPPERY ROCK — President 
Donald Trump’s campaign has a 
bold theory for how he will win 
reelection: It can tap a universe 
of  millions of  supporters who did 
not vote for him in 2016 but will 
do so this time.

Supposedly, these voters are 
overlooked by polls that show 
Trump consistently trailing Dem-
ocrat Joe Biden. They are mostly 
the white working class from 
factory towns, farms and mining 
communities that Trump has ele-
vated to near-mythic status as the 
“forgotten Americans.”

They are disaffected and dis-
connected from conventional 
politics. Yet they fl ock to the pres-
ident’s rallies, plaster their yards 
with signs and have been fi lling 
up voter registration rolls, the 
campaign insists.

This strategy will be tested in 
Pennsylvania, a critical state that 

Trump carried by only 44,292 
votes out of  6.1 million cast in 
2016. To hold on to Pennsylvania’s 
20 electoral votes, the president 
needs to prove that a hidden 
groundswell of  supporters exists 
— and will vote.

“Trump has to drive turnout,” 
said Terry Madonna, a professor 

at Franklin & Marshall College 
in Lancaster who has conducted 
polls in the state for almost three 
decades. “I don’t see any evidence 
that he’s expanded his base.”

The strategy is more diffi cult 
to execute given the stunning 

‘We need you!’ 
GOP hunts for new voters in Trump territory
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