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Now accepting patients by appointment only:
• One patient in the offi ce at a time
• Everybody must wear a face mask
• The offi ce will be sanitized between patients
• No contact - repairs and batteries available curbside
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MOUNT CARMEL — Play ball!
Baseball players, coaches and 

fans have been waiting to hear 
those two words for months. 
While high school and college 
baseball seasons were canceled 
and the return of  Major League 
Baseball remains in limbo due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, Mount 
Carmel Area Junior Baseball 
League resumed action last week 
after Northumberland County 
went “green” June 12 under Gov. 
Tom Wolf’s phased reopening 
plan for the state.

Jerry Delaney Jr., a longtime 
coach and volunteer with the 
league who was busy cutting the 
grass Father’s Day afternoon at 
the Anthracite Field in Mount 
Carmel, said the nine teams in 
the major division plan to play 
20 regular-season games, which 
started last week. Delaney said a 
playoff  tournament will be held 
in August with all nine teams par-
ticipating.

“We plan to have each team 
play three games a week, with all 
the games starting at 6 p.m.,” he 
said.

Delaney said the league also 

BY MARTHA IRVINE

AP NATIONAL WRITER

CHICAGO — Wake Sharp got to 
see his family on Father’s Day — see 
them, not hug them, not kiss them, 
not even shake hands.

Because of  the terrible toll taken 
by the coronavirus on older people 
in nursing homes and other institu-
tions, the 93-year-old Navy veteran 
and his loved ones had to stay on 
opposite sides of  a plexiglass barrier 
and talk by phone at the assisted-liv-
ing home outside San Francisco 

where he is a resident.
“It’s better than nothing!” he said. 

“I really enjoy it.”
Dads at nursing homes across the 

country marked Father’s Day at a 
forced distance from their families 
Sunday. Some families relied on vid-
eo calls; others used social media to 
send their wishes.

The virus has made in-person vis-
its with elderly and high-risk family 
members diffi cult and sometimes 
impossible in recent months, though 
parts of  the country have begun 

loosening up. Maryland and Illinois 
were among states that allowed out-
door visits at nursing homes with 
masks and six feet of  distance.

Frank Wolff, his wife and their 
son visited his 91-year-old father on 
a patio outside his Chicago assist-
ed-living home on Father’s Day. The 
staff  took everyone’s temperature 
and followed all other regulations.

“It was good to see him and get a 
feeling for how he’s really doing,” 

Because of virus, dads mark 
Father’s Day from a distance

PROVIDED PHOTO

This handout photo provided by his family shows 93-year-old Wake Sharp, center behind plexi-
glass, visiting with three other generations of his family for Father’s Day, Sunday, in Fairfield, 
California. This setup, in which they talk by phone, has enabled the family to visit in person 
during the coronavirus pandemic. Sharp’s son Dan Sharp, on the right, says, “I don’t know who 
enjoys it more. My family and I – or dad.” He paused then added, “Probably dad.” Wake Sharp is 
a World War II veteran who worked for years as a vice president for the Montgomery Ward depart-
ment store chain.

Area youth sports leagues returning to action
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Jerry Delaney Jr. a 
coach in the Mount 
Carmel Area Junior 
Baseball League, cuts 
grass Sunday afternoon 
at the Anthracite Field 
in Mount Carmel.

BY THE NEWS-ITEM

HARRISBURG — The 
Pennsylvania Department 
of  Health on Sunday con-
fi rmed that there are 464 
additional positive cases 
of  COVID-19, bringing the 
statewide total to 81,730.

There are 6,423 total 
deaths attributed to 
COVID-19, an increase of  
four new deaths.

Local data had not been 
updated.

Mask wearing is required 
in all businesses in yel-
low and green phases of  
reopening. Consistent mask 
wearing, even in counties 
in the green phase, could 
have lasting positive effects 
as a COVID-19 surge is pos-
sible this fall, department 

offi cials noted.
There are 631 patients 

who have a positive serolo-
gy test and either COVID-19 
symptoms or a high-risk 
exposure, which are consid-
ered probable cases and not 
confi rmed cases. There are 
576,015 patients who have 
tested negative to date.

In nursing and personal 
care homes, there are 17,066 
resident cases of  COVID-19, 
and 3,047 cases among 
employees, for a total of  
20,113 at 663 distinct facili-
ties in 49 counties. Of  total 
deaths, 4,384 have occurred 
in residents from nursing 
or personal care facilities.

Approximately 6,212 of  
the state’s total cases are in 
health care workers.

Pa. COVID cases 
up 464, 4 new 
deaths reported

BY THE (MILTON) STANDARD-JOURNAL

NEW COLUMBIA — Corey Edkin was 2 when he disap-
peared from his Milton home in 1986. State Police at Mil-
ton reported Sunday that they are confi dent those respon-
sible for his disappearance will be brought to justice.

Criminal investigators have been working the case for 
34 years, a report issued by state police on Sunday noted. 
When asked whether they feel Edkin is alive or dead, state 
police would not offer comment.

“Investigators cite cooperation from individuals with 
information pertaining to the disappearance and advanc-
es in forensic technology as the reason for the recent prog-
ress,” according to troopers.

Trooper Brian Watkins, the lead investigator in the 
case, said via the release, he’s confi dent those responsible 
will be brought to justice.

Edkin’s mother, Debbie Mowery reportedly placed 

Police: Advances 
made in 1986 
disappearance of 
New Columbia boy
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